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WHIG C L U B,, 



AMIDST the various foorces of that 
revolution which ftill engroifes thfc 
attention^ and menaces the Sifety^ of all 
Europe, it cannot have efcaped the moft 
fuperficial obferver^ how great a Oiare c^ 
the anarchy of France muft be attributed to 
thpfe political afTociations, which (he incoii- 
fiderately has cherifhed in her bofom. The 
chibs of the Jacobins, the Feuillans^ and 
the Cordeliers, have fucceffively afpired to 
influence the public opinion. But the Jaao- 
bins have almoft invariably maintained the 
afc^ndancy j the weight of their jfcntiments 
B >has 
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has been ackaowledged in the decrees of 
the national aflembly and the convention ; 
their fanguinary profcriptions hare been ac- 
companied by immediate execution j who- 
ever h^ been bbld enough to expofe himfelf 
to th^ir refentment, has been compelled to 
feek his fafety in exile, or to expiate his 
temerity on the fcafFold j and that refent* 
ment has heen conftantly levelled againft 
thofe who have prefumed to recommend thd 
re-eftablifhmcnt of order, and a decent fub- 
miflion to the will of the legiflature. 

Yet this club, whofe bloody didtates and 
Tavagc controul have rendered its very name 
an obje<a of deteftation and reproach to the 
furrounding nations, was founded rather in 
^eaknefs than in guilt. It owed its origin 
to Mr. Alexander Lameth, a man whofe 
chief crime confifted in afpiring with in- 
ferior talents to a fuperior flation, in ima- 
gining himfelf capable, at pleafure, of in- 
flaming and reftraining the human pafiions ; 
whofe intentions were good, but whofe 
capacity was weak; whofe wifhes were 
for freedom, but whofe views extended 
not beyond a limited monarchy ; who 

has 
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has fufFered that punifliment which thofe 
in fome meafure deferve, who obtrum 
themfelves into fituations for which they 
aref unequal; and who has himfelf been 
crufhed by the very engine he ereded. 

When Mr. Lameth, with his aflbciates^ 
Fayette, D'Aiguillon, Barnave, &c. found 
the Jacobins difdained the rule of their 
founders, they quitted the fociety, and 
cftablifhed a new club, under the name of 
the Feuillans ; they eftablifhed it too late 
to fave themfelves, but in fufficient time to 
give a leflbn to pofterity, how dangerous it 
is to create any political aflbciation, which, 
in a manner, holds itfelf independent of^ 
and confiders itfelf a check on the conduft 
ofi the legiflature. Though the polifhed 
writings, keener arguments, and fuperior 
character of the Feuillans commanded, for 
a moment, the attention and refped of 
their countrymen, thefe were foon drowned 
by' the words of liberty 2ind equality^ which 
the Jacobins thundered in the ears of the 
populace. The Feuillans, in endeavouring 
to reftore order, loft the only means by 
which they could hope to reftore it; the 
B 2 con- 
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cpnfidence of the multitude. The moment 
Siey became fufpefted, their fall was In- 
evitable, and their fate may be recorded in 
a ifew words— they have been plunged inti 
dungeons, they languifti in exile, or they 
have perifhed by the guijlotine* Ought 
their deftiny to excite our compaflion? 
Surely not. The untutored bear, who is 
wrecked in the boat he attempts to navi- 
gate, only becomes the objefl: of derilion : 
but, if }ie has allured others by his vaunts 
to be the companions of his cnterprife and 
calamity, a ftronger fcnfation than that of 
contempt arifes. Do we lament, that the 
general whofe incapacity has expofed his 
army to dcflxudion, fhould himfelf be in^- 
volved in the flaughter ? Punifhment with 
juftice follows clofe on prefumption; wc 
cannot but approve the chaftifement, though 
we fhould be unwilling to be the inftrument 
of it. The leaders, who fufFer from their 
own rsiflx folly and adventurous ambition,, 
cannot be ful>je£ts for pity; we referve it 
for the millions who have been allured into 
miferyby their vifionary and ill-concerted 

proje^. 

' - • One 



( i > 

One obligatSofi liow^ver we owe to Ib^ 
men : they have left us their example; ttkdy 
if we know how to avail ourielves of it, th^ 
liequeft is not inconfiderable. Even in this 
coQQtiy^ clubs have arifen from an incoim 
iiderate and fimilar i^irit for reform. The 
fociety of Friends to the People, Friends to 
the Liberty of the Prefs, the London Co^• 
reijponding Society, &x. all pretend to dio 
tate to parliament, to corred the abufes 
of government;! and to regenerate the con-* 
ilitutiom 

Tlie infliieb<% of thefe clQt« is over^ 
ihadowed by that of another, which lial 
arifen rapidly to celebrity. The Whig 
Club was origmally formed in the year 
1780, to anfwer an eleftioneering purpofe, 
and to fupport the pretcnfions of Mr. Vox 
to reprefent the city of Weftminfter. But 
the leaders of the party that e(labli(hed k 
foon found that it might be extended to 
greater defigns. Men of 'fplendid talentf, 
high birth, high fortune, became membei^ 
of it; it was confidered as the organ of 
thofe who adled inoppofition toadminlftra^ 
tioii; its. fentiments, and even its toailji, 
.r. a were 
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were induftrioufly circulated through the 
kingdom j its rcfoludons not imfrequently' 
claimed the attention of parliament j it 
maintained from the capital a political cor- 
refpohdence with the diftant counties, and 
the Whig Club of Dublin, and of South- 
wark, with a variety of other clubs in the 
provincial towns of tfie kingdom, may be 
confidered as the offspring of this prolific 
parent . . . 

In comnion with the Jacobin Club, the 
Whig Club contained many members, whofc 
views extended no further than to guard 
the ancient barriers of the conftitution from 
encroachment. . Many of thefe gentlemen, 
who ^nay be confidered as the Feuillans of 
their party, have withdrawn themfelves from 
a fociety, whofe defigns they could no 
longer approve. I truft that'^they have nor, 
like the FcuiHans of France, withdrawn 
themfelves too late, and that they may yet 
retrieve their error. Some yet remain of 
integrity, but rather from a feebie and in- 
decifive temper, which permits them not to 
feparate from long formed connexions, or to 
revoke openly a confidence which they had 

in- 
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inconfiderately granted ; they remain indeed, 
but it is as the paffive fpedators of a fyftem 
which their probity will not allow them to 
countenance, and their weaknefs will not 
allow them to condemn; and hence the 
names of Cavendifh and Bentinck are flill to 
be found on the fame roll with thofe of Fox 
and Sheridan* 

But it is purged of thefe, that the Whig 
Club ftands forth the objed of obfervation ; 
it is in the public and private charadiers of 
its chiefs, that its defigas are to be traced j 
from their conduct or condition, we may 
form fome conjecture of what they aim at. 
That liberty of the prefs, of which they 
have declared themfelves fuch zealous aflert- 
ors, I doubt not they will readily acquiefce 
in, even when exercifed in tracing their 
own featiijrcs; and that they will receive 
what is here offered them without refent- 
ment, as a proof of that moderation which 
they would obferve, Ihould ever, unfortu- 
nately for this country, their fincerity, in a 
minifterial capacity, be put to the teft. 

The obfcure mercer in Chandos-ftreet 
jffOj be Ratified in being hailed as father of 

this 
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thi»cl)ib; faol ic is he for whole fuf^cat 
it was ere€i;ed) and whole genius appears to 
fiervade the whole, who will ever be con^^ 
iidered as the chief, aad that man i& 

Charles Fpx. 

His father was himfclf a younger 
branch of a young family^ and firft cftab- 
liihed his fortune, at the expence of a 
^ falacious Englifh woman, mc^e to the credit 
of his vigour than his morajs. He intro-^ 
duced this fon fo early into life, that the 
very fpirit of the conftitution was wounded 
by his being returned to parliament before 
he had attained, the age of twenty-one, and 
confequently before he could legally take 
his feat in the houfe. His talents were 
known before they weire felt in debate ; and 
cither the opinion of his capacity ,^ or the 
weight of his connexions, obtained almoft 
immediately for him a feat at the Ad- 
miralty Board; the duties of his flation 
could not occupy a mind Volatile like his : 



^ Shalt part« fo vHfious aHflV al iielliing new 2 
T^en Hum ^ TuBy »b4 a.WUiwt toa** 

Ardent 
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.Ardent in all his purfalts, he was not ^ 
mote zealous in purfuing the ruin of his 
country than hife own ; in his harangues in 
the houfe he was ftrenuous to defend that 
deeifion whi<?h had precluded the eledors of 
Middlefcx from choofing their own repre- 
fcntative; in his amufements at the club, 
he was vigilant to engage every honourable 
gambler who would confent to wafte the 
night at whift, piquet, or hazard; the 
warrants for the admiralty were frequently 
figned amidft jockey peers, and titled black* 
legs; that not a' moment might be lofl^ 
while the right hand direded the pen, the 
left ftill continued to rattle the dice-box; 
and he is reported once to have written 
down the rules of the game he was 
playing at, inftead of the orders of his 
office. 

Such was the meritorious condud that, 
undet a profufe and profligate miniftcr, 
promoted Mr. Charles Fox from the board 
of , the admiralty to that of the treafury; 
and the, noble. lord who held the reins of 
government, little thought the moment was 
rapidly approaching which was to convert 

C his 
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His darling eleve into an open political ad- 
vcrfary. But the defaulter of unaccounted 
millions had expired; and largely as he 
had provided for his favourite fon, that 
prpvifion had already' been anticipated by 
the boundlefs extravagance of a profligate 
fpendthriftr A njotley crew of jews, and 
chriftians more rapacious than jews, de- 
luged the commons, and impatiently ex- 
amined every fentence and codicil. Bonds, 
annuities, and poft obits, without number 
were produced; the ready cafli, the villa 
at Margate, and the hotel in Piccadilly, 
were incapable of anfwering their demands ; 
they departed gorged, yet not fatisfied ; 
and Mr. Fox had the mortification to find 
that the long wifhed-for death of a father 
had only increafed his embarraflinents. 

His anti-chamber was now inceflantly 
ctx)wded with hungry creditors j their im- 
portunities he might have refitted, and, fafe 
in his fenatorial capacity, he might haVc 
defpifed their menaces ; the diftreft of the 
tradefman might haVfe pafled neglefted ; but 
to want money for play, was an evil of too 
fevere a nature to be endured, while there 

wa* 
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wAd any poflSbiUty of avoldiag it. Mifs 
Felham, who£e vnfortunate attachment to 
tfee gamiog table fixty winters of perfeve- 
rance have only confirmed^ had loft a fum 
to the late Mr. Selwynt, which ei^ceeded 
her ability immediately to pay ; ft? how- 
ever, with th?U: punduality which flic has 
ever obfervpd, foon raifed, and fent it by 
Mr. Fox to Mr. Selwyn. The foimer 
gentleman's finances were at that time much 
ijeranged, and he hefitated not to embrace 
ian opportunity of reftoring them, by ftaking 
the money thus entrufted to him on the 
chance of a die^ He loft— and having loft, 
his memory became fo treacherous that he 
never recolIeiSted to mention any part of the 
tranfaftion either to Mifs Pelhara or IVJr, 
Selwyn. 

Some weeks after, Mifs Pelham meeting 
Mr. 3elwyn, apologi?:ed for having delayed 
fo long the debt ftie had difcharged through 
the hands pf Mr, Fox. Mr. Selwya ftar.ed j 
an eclairciflement took pUce ; the. feqret was 
divulged: amongft the bofom companions 
of Mr. Fox, even fo grofs a violation of 
confidence was only received with a laugh ; 

C 2 but 
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but when It reached the ear of, the fovcrcign, 
who, pure in his own conduft, wifhed 
thofe who approached him to be equally 
free from reproach, it wa3 heard with the 
frown of honeft indignation ; and he inti- 
mated his refolution to the minifter, that 
the name of fuch a man Ihould no longer 
difgrace his fervice. 

At that time the cordiality between the 
minifter and Mr. Fox had been greatly 
diminifhed : the neceflities of the -latter had 
induced him to prefs the former for a place 
of more emolument. Some general pro- 
feffions, if not promifes, had been madej 
and Mr. Fox having in vain urged the per- 
formances of them, dropped a menace of 
entering into oppofition. The refentment 
at this menace concurred with the wifh of 
the fovereign; and a letter of difmif&l was 
fent to Mr. Fox, couch^ in terms which 
fuflSciently juftify the pretenfions of lord 
North tp the charader of a man of wit 
iSir, his mnjejiy has been plcafed to make 
put a new lift of lords of the treafury^ 
among which I do not fee your name^ 

■ ^ It 
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It 18 probable Mr. Fox was content with 
the declaration of the miniftcr, without ex- 
amining the lift himfelf, in hopes that hb 
eyes might be better than thofc of the noble 
lord. No longer permitted to be a place* 
man, he commenced patriot ; but fuch a 
patriot as Sir j^obert Walpole fo forcibly de- 
fcribed. *^ Patriots/* faid that veteran ftatef- 
man, " fpring out of the ground like mufh- 
•* rooms ; I myfelf have made many j it is 
♦* but rcfufing to grant an'unreafonable dcr 
^* mand, and up fprings a patriot/* Such was 
the patriotifm pf Mn Fox; but with it 
was minglqd a keen refentment againft the 
immj&diate author of his difgrace ; and in 
one of the philippics whiah he launched 
againft the minifter during the jcourfe of the 
American war, he declared, " he regarded 
*' him as a man fo void of faith, that in any 
** negpciation he would not truft himfelf in 
^* a room alone with him.* • 

Mifs Pelham was not the only fufFerer by 
ill-judged confidence in this immaculate 
patriot J the propenfity of his elder brother, 
Stephen, is fo well known that it fcarce needs 
to be dcfGri|)ed; he was lethargic to a dq- 

3 / S^e^ 



g^ee hardly onedible ; and after a good din- 
ner, in which he loved to iadulgc, he would 
fall afleep even with the cards and dice^bo^ 
In his h^^nd. Charles, who knew hifi fail^r 
ing, determined to avail himfelf of it. The 
brothers had agreed to raife a fum of money 
in conjundion ; the money was to be paid 
pt Charles's lodgings, where a ftimptuoui 
entertainment was prepared; Stephen eat 
Toracioufly, as ufual; Charles encouraged 
It quick circulation of the gUfs, With the 
jdeffert the fons of Mordecai were intro-. 
4uced; and Stephen, yawning as he took 
the pen, figned the deeds. Charles affedted 
-to count the money, until he found by the 
nafal trumpet of his brother that he was fe- 
cure for the^ evening; he then pocketed the 
icafh^ and haftenedaway to the gaming-table. 
About midnlghi Stephen awaked : when he 
found his brodier gone, he quickly judged 
the reafon of his hafly departure; and, 
feazed with an unufual alacrity^ he fet out 
ija pjirfuxt of him. The club was the cer- 
.tain ftsenc of rendezvous. But Charles had 
played unfuoceMuily ; the money was di£- 
perfed into fifty different hands ; and Stephen 

found 
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fottnd that inftead of wceiviftg thre« thou- 
fand pounds, he muft be fatisfied with the 
recollection of an excellent dinner and an 
excellent nap. 

When an unprincipled man ftands ini 
need of, money, there is no expedient ta 
which he will not have recourfe. The 
figure and features of Mr. Fox certainly 
ought not to flatter him with the hope of 
retrieving his affairs by marriage ; yet Mr»# 
Grieve, of fwindling memory, can witnefs 
that he was not without confidence in this 
refource. The lively fancy of Mn Foote 
has improved the idiot to which Mr. Fox 
was introduced into a mulatto ; as he him-? 
felf once obferved, a good candidate could 
not be of a bad colour ; he might jiiflly fup- 
pofe that Mn Fox thought a rich wife 
could not be of a bad colour. But though 
the ftory has been circulated with exagge- 
ration, it is well known that Mrs. Grieve 
introduced a female idiot tg Mr. Fox, as a 
young lady of weak intellects, but of im- 
mehfe fortune ; and fuch was the eagernefs 
of the^honourable fenator to fecure the latter^ 
that bis penetration was blinded by his avi<« 

dity; 
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dityj nor was it until after fcvcral tififs, 
and that he had been pigeoned out of a few 
bank notes, that he difcovered the Artifice. 

It is painful to fully the paper with the 
filthy anecdote circulated, and but too well 
attefted at^Bath; when the mind is once funk 
in fenfual vice, nothing is too grofs for con- 
ception, too indelicate for execution. Yet 
though polluted within, the manners of ar 
gentleman might be preferved without ; and 
the exterior of decency maintained, though 
the laws of morality are negledled or tram- 
pled on. Yet it is doubtful whether any 
night-cellar in St. Giles's ever fumifhed a 
more ofFenfive- inftance of depravity than 
that recorded beneath * ; an inftance which 

no 

* Mr. F— , in the winter of 1 77 5, was extremely pufli- 
ed for money 5 one night, after a run of very bad luck in 
the rooms at Bath, he ftcpped out, and calling a chair- 
man into a private apartment, h^ afked the man if he 
could do what nature requires (but what decency will 
not permit us to name) in his Mr, F — ^^s breeches. The 
Qian was aftoniflied, and could not at firft believe him fe*- 
rious I but convinced that the requeft was (incere, and 
tempted by the offer of a guinea, he anfwered, ** Though 
he could not immediately gratify his honour-^he dared tm 

fay 
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kb one cati repeat Without difguft, nor read 
Without contempt. 

The refources that could be drawn from 
txpedients more difgraceful than thofe of 
,V€fpafian, afforded but a fcant^^ and preca^ 
rious fupply to him, whofc profufion had 
drained the codBfers of veteran avarice* And 
fuch was the diftrefs of Mr. Fox, that he 
has been known to pledge at jplay his filver 
ticket of admi^on to the opera. The cf c*- 

fay he could find one of his companions who could." 
He accordingly produced^ in a few minutes, an aflcnt- 
ing brother of the pole. Mr. t — untrufled 5 and, to 
Uije the words^of Eiftbl, wa&.ac<^oftimodated; He return-^ 
ed to the rooms, but whoever he approached, was 
alarmed with an odour, not of mufk or bergamot. The 
whifpers grew louder and louder ^ at length one not fo 
referved as the reft, boldly exclaimed, '^ F—, you have 
ter-tainJy -^ your breechcft." The modeft fenator de- 
fied the charge with a mixture of refentment and con- 
Fufion : but the fcent could not be overpowered by 
words 'y bets were offered — he feemed to hefitate — ^but 
^hen they amounted to a proper fum, he clofed with 
them. He then defired Patrick, who was in waiting, 
might be. called in. " Who — iti my breeches ?" dc- 
jmaxidcd the decent ftatelinan. ** Me, pleafe your ho- 
nour," replied the chairman. Mr. F— then pocketed 
the money, and retired to clean himfelf from the filth 
by which he had gained it. 

D dulity 
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dulity of tradefmen was alfo cxhauftcd; 
execution followed execution : not a fingle 
horfe was left ; he was reduced to walk on 
foot : but his invention was fharpened by 
.neceffity J it is a quick tranfition from beUxg 
preyed upon, to prey upon others : he be- 
came what it is mOTo-cafy to guefs than fafe 
to mention. 

The happy importation of faro from Spa 
to London, was a novelty that attraiicd the 
notice of all thofe who attend parliament 
for amufement, and the clubs for bufmefs. 
The new club eftablifhed 4t Brookes's hailed 
it with tranfport } a bank was immediately 
formed by Lord Cholmondelcy, Meffrs, Fox 
and Hare. The money was chiefly fupplied 
by the former. The profits of the bank at 
faro have been eftimated, on a moderate 
computation, at between five and fix per 
cent, of all the money played for : and this 
honourable firm arc reported to have divid- 
ed, the firft year^ upwards of thirty-feven 
thoufand pounds. To thofe who know the 
quick circulation of money at faro, this fum 
will not feem enormous ; and thus Mr. Fox 
found a new rcfouree to fupport his extra- 
vagance 
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ragancc from a traffic which openly violated 
the laws of hi« country ; , and for which a 
perfbn of more humble birth, and lefs ele- 
vated fituation, would have been condemned 
to*prifon. 

la the dreary interval from play, Mr. 
Fox was found conftant at his flation in 
parliament ; there his philippics, by the bold- 
iiefs and brilliancy of his language, excited 
the aftonifhment and admiration of his 
hearers. Jtlis political adverfaries were over- 
whelmed by the torrent of his eloquence ; 
the difafters of the American war concurred 
with his wiflies ; and he had the fatisfac- 
tion to behold the flrength of his country 
broken, and his political rival overthrown. 

But his fatisfadtion was of fhort duration ; 
and he had fcarce time to exult in his vic- 
tory, before he was in his turn expofed to 
defeat. The fplendour of his genius lifad 
not fo far dazzled the eyes of the people, as to 
render them entirely blind to his vices. To 
his profeffions of public integrity was ftlU 
oppofed the unprincipled tenor of his pri- 
vate life ; and it was hecefTary that fome 
perfon of acknowledged probity, but of in- 
D 2 ^ ferior 



( fo ) 

ferior capacity, Ihould be oftenfiWy placed 
at the head of affairs, tp give a fandtion. to 
the admhuftration of Mj% Fox, Such ^ 
perfon was found in the late Marquis of 
P^ockingham, who, a plain, good-natured, 
honeft man, was eafily taUght to approve 
thofe meafures which he could not have 
projected. 

This arrangement was brol^en by the un-* 
fxpeded death of the Marquis of . Rocking- 
ham; and Mr. Fox found that he had a 
rival to contend with in the cabinet, whofcj 
addrefs ^w^s fuperior to his own. Qf fup-» 
pie principles and infiouating manners Lord 
Shelburne had already ppflcflcd the ear o^ 
majel^y; in every cpuncil his afcendanqj? 
feemed to incrcafe ; and Mr. Fox ha^ the 
mortification to find that 'another was cbofen 
to reap that harvcft which his long labours 
in oppofition had fown. To thofe who are 
acquainted with the hunxaq miad, it wil| 
not be confidcred furprifing, that a mpm^n-^ 
tary refentment fhould fuperfede every pthei? 
confideratioFi ; and that Mr. Foot, und^]p 
fuqh an impreffion, Ihould refign the fcals. 

|t lyas e^^pcdcd thot this refignationt 

W9ul^ 
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would have embarraflled the meafures of 
goveriunent fo much, that his majefty woul4 
have beea reduced to have folicited the re-- 
tura o[ thofe who had retired. But a ihoit 
time convinced Mr. Fox of his error : a 
fiew adminrftration was formed j Mr. Pitt 
;iccepted the ofEce of chancellor of the ex«^ 
«:hequer; and the wheels of government 
were ^ lead Hill kept in motion. The ex** 
fecretaryhad now leifure to rqpent of his 
pr^ipitaition ; ^ peace was concluded ; and 
thepe remained but one ladder by which he 
could again afcend to power. Several mem^ 
bers 4of the houfe gf commons were ftill 
attached to Lord North j and with that 
nobleman Mr. Fox formed a coalition^ 
He joined, without a blu(h, his political in- 
terefts with one whom he had defcribed as 
the moft profligate of minifters, and the moft 
perfidious of men ; with one, whofe talents 
ps a miniiler he had fo long a&ded to de- 
ride, and whofe faith as a man he had fp 
frequently impeached ; with one, whofe 
head in the ardour of debate he had more 
than once demanded, and whofe life he 
Jjjid declared wpuld be but a poor expla*- 

tipa 
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Hon for the calamities he had brought on 
the country. 

The united (Irength of thefe new allies 
prevailed ; the cabinet was literally forced ; 
and they obtruded themfelves into every 
poft of honour or profit. But fuch a daring 
lacrifice of principle, fuch an open violation 
of the moll folcmn profeffions, was not to 
be juftified by the colourings of the moft 
glowing eloquence. A general cry of con- 
tempt and indignation was heard through- 
out the kingdom. Thefe leaguers for fpoil 
became the obje£ts of univerfal reproach ; 
and the term of coalition was applied to 
every thing that was bafe and perfidious. 

Without either the confidence of the king 
or the people, Mr. Fox was confcious it 
would be impoffible for him to maintain his 
fituation, unlefs he created to himfelf a new 
fupport. It was with this defign he formed 
his Eaft India Bill, the chief intention of 
which was to place the extenfive patronage 
of the Eaftem fettlements in the hands of 
a few, the aflbciates of his hopes and for- 
tunes. But though, through the influence 
of the coalition, this bill wgis fanftioned by 

a ma- 
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a majority of the commons, it met with 
every mark of difapprobation without doors, 
.and w?.s finally rejedcd by the lords* With 
the bill, expired the minifterial life of him 
^who had framed it. The fenfe of the peo- 
ple had been proclaimed too openly to be 
miftmderftood; it coincided with that of the 
. fovereign* Mr. Fox was grown too cautious 
to rejign ; he, and his whole party, were 
turned out; a new adminiftration was 
chofen, of which Mr. Pitt was the chief; 
and to that adminiftration a new parliament 
foon after -gave vigour and efficiency. 

From this moment the character and for- 
tune of Mr. Fox have languilhed and gra- 
dually declined. The indifpofition of the 
king affordjed a tranfient gleam of hope, 
which was overclouded by hi^ own impa- 
tience in preffing forward the right of the 
prince, and which totally vanifhed on the 
recovery of the fovereign. The frantic 
zeal with which he has flood fonvard the 
advocate of the bloody anarchy of France, 
has deprived hjm of the few refpedable 
.names which had hitherto been enrolled 
with him. His private affairs have become 
% defperatc^ 
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d^fperate, ai hi& publk cxpeftarions. Tl«j 
herd of fafliionnblc gamefters are now too 
well acquainted of the inequality of faro, 
to punt as formerly at his bank. At hazard 
he meets with veterans a^ adroit as himfetf j 
and thofe who are not fo quick at calculaH 
tion are too wary to engage with a man who 
can dcfcend to every iniquitous myfiery of 
the art to fupport his pradice of it. At 
Brookes* s he is fufpefl:ed ; at Newmarket 
he is a bankrupt* 

, Yet amidft his diftrefs he is induftrioufly 
planning fchimes of pleafure, and rather 
than deny his appetites their full gratifica-- 
tion, he has ftooped to folicit that humanitj^ 
which unfortunate virtue only has a claim 
to. The man vrho afpires to rule the kingw 
dom, has expofed his mendicancy in. thuf 
trioft abje(Sl form j a fubfcription has been 
handed about, to extricate him^ not frons 
^mbarraflmeAts arifing from cafual misfor- 
tune, but brought on by an habitual per- 
fevcrance in vicious enjoyments j not to 
afford him a decent fubfiftencCj but to en- 
able him to ftipport in fplendour a veteran 
courtdfan, whofe lafcivious £kill to provoke 

the 



thfe languid powers of manhood^ and fti- 
mulate the jaded fenfes, is her fole recom* 
mendation. 

Even this laft ftep has proved unprofit^ 
able as well as htimiliatingi Though his 
jirofeffed friends feemed to meet the propofal 
with ardour, and talked largely of their 
liberal intentions, that ardour gradually 
cooled as the mbilient for piayment ap- 
prdachedw Moft of them were needy as 
himfelf J and could only dfFer their names 
to entice the unwary. In confequence of this 
the fubfcription ftands ftill ; each fcruples 
to advance his money until the other fub- 
fcribers have paid theirs ; and the fmall fum 
that has been gleaned from the inexperience 
of Lambton^ Wharton, and Michael Angelo 
Taylor, had proved a drop in the ocean j 
atid Mn Fox, after having tried this laft de-* 
grading expedient, finds himfelf lefs refpedt* 
able, and yet not more opulent than before^ 

Such has been the conduct of lyir. Fox^ 
£ind it is on fuch a life that he founds his 
pretenfions to the confidence of a people* 
and the adminiftration of a kingdom. la 
the commencement of his political career w« 
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behold hfm an obfequious placeman ; itt the^ 
conchifion of it, a profefling patriot; itt 
every ftation, the flave of a paffioa whick 
tramples on the tendereft and ftrongeft con- 
nexions of friendfhip and of nature. The 
few followers that remain to him are loud 
indeed in praife of the qualities of his head^ 
but they preferve a prudent filence on the 
qualities of hts heart. The proper applica- 
tion of the gifts of heaven makes them in- 
deed a blefling ; but thofe talents which un- 
der a right diredion might have been of the 
higheft fervice to himfetf and his country^ 
tyith his difpofition are a real prejudice to. 
both ; and niake him the ready arid dan- 
gerous inftrument of the moft enormous, 
crimes that can promife the prefent grati- 
fication of his fenfual defires. 

Muft it riot become a national reproach 
to fee the minifter of a great people con- 
ftantly pafs from the cabinet to the gaming 
table ; from projcdfr to advance the glory 
of a ftate, to fchemes for the deftrudlion of 
inconfiderate youth, or doting age ; from 
propofing in the council laws to amend 
the morals and reform the manners of the 
S ' people^ 
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people, to plan at the club new g^tnes to 
infhare the unwary, and to prey upon the 
rich ? Should any foreigner demand what 
is the fortune of this gentleman who is a 
^candidate for the adminiftration, and who 
indulges himfelf in every article of private 
luxury and fplendour, what muft be the 
anfwer ? His refources are drawn from the 
open violation of the laws of his country ; 
from means which are deemed always fcan- 
dalous, and often fraudulent ; and which, 
when pradiifed by thofe of an inferior rank, 
are puniflied by heavy fines or tedious im- 
prifonment. For what purpofe can fuch 
a man, induftrious only in vice, fubmit 
to the reftraint of any application, but 
to acquire a fund that he may lavifli in 
Ms grofs amours, or the ftill grofler exceifes 
of the, table? 

Th^t one fatal paffion (hould ftain a clia- 
jrafter in other refpedls blamelefs will be ever 
jcxcufable ; but where a variety of vices con- 
.tendfor dominion, without the relief of one 
virtue, more than difguft, horror is excited. 
Thefe are not the ebullitions of youth; Mr. 
Fox has attained a time of life when the 
£ 2 blood 
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blood grows cool; when the midnight 
ftudies of hazard and faro ought to • fleep j 
when res^fon ought to awake; and when 
decency ought: fo far to prevail, as not 
to fport under the public eye a proftitute 
drawn from the ftews, and whofeadivecourfe 
has been run through the purlieus of Co- 
vent Garden and the Strand. Do the Great 
imagine their examples have no influence; 
or is it their ^ifli that the infedion fhould 
Iprcad, and the whole nation become un-? 
principled and licentious like themfelves ? 
. Though \n \ht life that Mr. Fox has per-? 
fevered in many difagreeable occurrences 
piyft have arifen, they feem to have made 
po imprelTiori on him : fuch is the natural 
vivacity of his temper, that it never yields 
to a fecond moment's vexation at any one 
(event*; ppon the leaft mifcarriage of any bur 
finefs he finds relief in the return to plea-? 
fure. Hence his admirers have extolled his 
magnanimity as fuperior to the viciffitude^ 
pf fortune : hpw fuch a difpofition can - 
l^e coiififteat with the ipeannefs of foli- 
f iting a fubfcription it is difficult to con- 
pgiye;, it is ftill more difficult to imagine 
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how Mr. Fox hereafter fliall prefume to 
talk of independence in the prefence of 
Mr. Coke or Mr. Lambton, Mr. Whar- 
ton or even Mr. Taylor. 

That copious ftream of words which he 
pours forth at pleafure, is, indeed, juftly 
the theme of admiration ; but as the viper 
bears in herfelf the antidote of her poifon, 
fo does his charader prevent his abilities 
from doing all the mifcbief he' otherwifc 
might, by pulling off the malk, and Shew- 
ing his plans too foon for their accompliih* 
pient ; the very perfons who would gladly 
jiyail themfelves of his venality^ not daring 
to truft to his profligacy. The only power 
that remains to him of doing evil is by- 
impeding the meafures of thofe, whofe 
fuccefsful honefty difappointed his defigns, 
jand fhewed the danger of them in its pro- 
per light. His labours muft be Hke thofe 
pf Sifyphus, eternally to roll the ftone 
upwards, which, ere it reaches the fummit 
of the hill, defcends again upon him. He 
has abufed too much, both in public and 
private, the confidence pf the people ever 
^o obtain it again ; but pne diftindion he 

ftill 
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.^ilj may claim— it is^ to be the leader <xf 
'tibe Whig Club; a club well worthy of a 
Jp ader, who is neither to be awed by fhame 
nor reftrained by principle. 

.A mighty and a fearful herd they are. 
As ever ofFer'd foul play in a ftatc. 



ifi^ club where they afie<St to difdain the 
|)rqudiceof birth^ and each man is fuppofed 
to be fupported only-by nis intrinfic meriti 

R^_p fi- -Y S— N 

^ay juftly afpire to the" next rank to 
.Gharles rFox. In native and refined wit fu- 
perior to his chiei^ and fcarcely yielding 
Xa him in redundancy of eloquence, his 
allufions are more happy, his metaphor^s 
abetter chofen, and his periods more ele- 
^gaotly turned. He wants indeed that tor- 
jent of expreffion which charadJierizes the 
iormer ; but he makes amends for it in his 
epigrammatic points, and the aptaefs of his 
dai&cal quotations* 

In principles thefe two gentlemen may be 
confidered a& the Gemini of the political 

hemi* 



liemifphere, nor does any fliadow of vinuc 
appear to divide them in private life. The 

^ircumftances of Mr. S n confined hi» 

youthful irregularities within narrower limits; 
but the fertility of his genius in finding re- 
foufces early fhone forth. A fhort time 
after his leaving Harrow he went down to 
Briftol to fpend a few days. Before he 
quitted that place, he wifhed to obtain, on 
credit, a new pair of boots; but as the 
people of Briftol, next to the Genoete, are 
of all people leaft inclined to put truft ia 
promifes, he thought where no confidence 
was given, no breach of faith could be im- 
puted He called on two different fons of 
Crifpin; ordered each to make a pair of 
boots, to bring them home at different 
hours on the morning he had fixed for hi» 
departure, and told thetp they fhould punSu* 
idly be paid on the delivery of their goods. 
On the appointed morning, the firfl that 
i^ame found the hopeful youth in expei£la« 
tion. He tried on the boots,' found one 
prefled upon his heel, direfted the man to 
lake it home, flretch it, and return with it 
tte next morning: the man, who could 

not 
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iiot <56rriprclicnd what fervicc a fmgld 1)681 
could be of to the pofleflbr,' obeyed. Hi* 
brother Crifpin foon followed } the famd 
fault was found; the ikme direction re* 

peated; and Mr. S ri haviflg obtained 

a boot from each, niounted his hack fot 
the metropolis^ leaving his dupes to la* 
ment that two Veteran tradefmeti of Brif* 
tol had thus been over-reached by a raw 
ftriplihg« 

This was the faint dawning of a genius 
which has fince burft forth with fuperioi" 
luftre, and has invariably fupported itfelf* 
on the public favour or credulity* Where Mii 

S n has availed himfelf of the former, 

the fource of it has been moft honourable to 
himfelf* In his dramatic compofitions he 
has flione unrivalled ; and his real friend* 
have ever lamented that a falfe ambition 
Ihould have allured him to quit a path 
which muft have led to honeft fame and 
competence, to proftitute his talents to a 
fe£kion, who, though they pretend to re- 
je£k the pretenfions of illuftrious extra(3;ion, 
ftill ^re fecretly fo much fwayed by ancient 
prejudice, that they will never acknowledge 

the 



C 33 ) 

the Yon of an adlor as their leader, however 
fuperior may be his capacity., 

' Yet the early days of Mr. S n, 

though not fpotlefs, were certainly more 
favourable, both to his reputation and hap- 
pinefs, than thofe wliich.have followed. If 
neceffity fometimes betrayed him into er- 
rors,- thofe errors were retrieved or atoned 
for by rapid and brilliant exertions of 
genius. He chofe hii companions .from 
men of fimilar talents and fimilar difpofi- 
tions to himfelf; .with thofe he lived in' 
eafy and focial intercourfe ; if their repafts , 
were homely, they were feafoned with wit 
and 'mirth; they were neither .embittered 
by envy, nor poifoned by ambition. In 
his marriage he folicited and obtained the 
hand of a lady, whofe reputation he had., 
vindicated with his fwordj and whofe 
amiable qualities he long confidered an 
ample recompenfe for the wounds he h^d 
received as her champion. The powers of 
her voice have been deemed above all 
praifej yet the fafcination of her voice 
never furpafled that of her face j and the ] 
charms of both were rivalled by thofe of 
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her mind. With this lady he enjoyed for 
fome time as complete happinefs as the lot 
of human life in geneftl allows, of. If the 
wants of to-day fometimes preffed upon 
them, they were forgotten in the abundance 
of to-morrow; and if the circle of their 
acquaintance was limited, their own fire- 
fide and converfation afforded them enjoy- 
ments which few can tafte, but all muft 
enfvy. 

Such was the life of Mr. S n, until 

ambition changed his purfuits, his friend- 
fhips, his aff6£tions, arid his very nature* 
The eleftors of Stafford were delirous to 
fhake off the trammels in which they had 
long been held, and offered their fuflSrages 
to any political adventurer, who would 
rely on their faith. In an age when a feat 
in parliament is deemed the immediate road 
to power and to fortune, it is no wonder 
that Mr. S — — n fliould be dazzled with the 
profpedi He fet off in company with Mr. 
\ M — -'—ton, the partner of his enterprife, 

• ' and whofe more weighty purfe wjis to de- 
fray the expences. They were but too 
fuccefsfulj JVIr. . S— ^ri was chofen a 
'3 member, 
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member, and from the day he entered the 
houfe of commons he appeared to have 
renounced all his former virtues. He 
courted the acquaintance of the grpat j he 
vied with them in extravagance and guilt ; 
lie treated with infidelity and fcom that 
wife whom' he had hitherto adored ; he 
flighted thofe whofe intimacy he had culti- 
vated while he viewed himfelf in the humbler 
light of an author or a manager. The good-r 
natured, cheerful man was loft in the fuper- 
cilibus fenator, who feemed to value him- 
felf in having all the hours he had fpent in 
cringing on the great, repaid in attendance 
on himfelf. A negligent or a brutal huf- 
band, a fervile and artful flatterer,', a fpe- 
cious and profefling friend, an infidioua 
political ally, he hates the man beneath 
whofe ftandard he is compelled to rank 
himfelf; who, in return, views him with 
eyes df jealoufy and fufpicion. 

It was to female weaknefs that Mr. 

S n applied to undermine the patron who , 

firft introduced him to political confequence, 

and to whom he had vowed eternal friend- 

fhip and fidelity. The different language 

F2 that 
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that pafled in the houfe between Meflp Fox 

and S n, refpeding Mrs. F-rh 1, 

is ftill frefh in every one's .memory. From 
that moment the influence of the former 
declinedy and the favour of the latter rapidly 
advanced at Carleton Houfe. But it is^ not 
by the opinionofayoungman enchanted with 
the meretricious blandilliments of a Ninon 

L'Enclos, that the condnSt of Mr. S n 

wa^ to be determined ; the public judged 

differently from the P j they applied to 

Mr. S n a charader from one of his 

own plays ; and the name of Jofeph Sur- 
face has ever fmce been a fubftltute for 
bis own. 

*The peculiar circumiftances of the times, 
Svhich have thinned the phalanx of oppofi- 
tion, have induced Mr. Fox to fufpend 
his refentment at this treachery j but though 
the appearance of cordiality is reflored, every 
thing Is hollow beneath the furface ; and 
the private enmity of thefe gentlemen is 
fuppofed to gather ftrength in proportion 
to their public demonftrations of friend- 
fliip. They are both loud, and both 
probably fmcere^ in their admiration of the 

anarchy 
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0j[i9Khf of France. The ^evil$ they- Ubour 
iunder .^dmit only of the fame remedy ; and 
it is only in the wreck of matter, the crulh 
tof worlds, that they can find that equality 
of which they profefs themfelves the 
idolators. 

Ip. one particular Mr. S — — ^n has cer^ 
<ainly furpafTgd Mn Fox ; the latter has in 
living profufely fpent a large fortune; 
while ^e fprmer has lived profufely with- 
out ever having had a fortune tofpend. He 
was born to i:>o inheritance; he acquired 
nothing by marriage ; he never followed 
his profeflion ,of the law ;' he has not been 
a fuccefsful gamefter J and though the prin- 
cipal patentee for Drury Lane, it is Well 
known the pjarchafe money has never beeri 
paid^ and that the expenditure of that 
houfe at one time exceeded the receipts. 
Whence then have been his refources? 
Does he poffefs the wand of Midas, or the 
lamp of Aladin, or has he attained to that 
long fought fecret the philofopher's ftone ? 
In that fanciful performance entitled ^fl'^r- 
mippus Ridhivus^ an account is given of a 

ftrangcr 
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ftraiigcr who lived fomc time at Venice ta 
the utmoft affluence, and Ijplendour, though 
he followed no trade or merchandize, had 
no.property in the common fuijds of the 
.ftate,. nor ever received any Ji'emittanct 
from abroad ; he, however, fuddenly difr 
appeared from Italy, and no mortal ever 
learnt from what place he came, or whithet 
he went. 

Though this was confidered a fingular 
anecdote at Venice, it is' by nb means fo in 
London. In this metropolis, many of thefe 
great men have, fhone forthwith uftcom* 
mon luftre for a- time, vrithout any vifible 
means of livelihood ; and then, ^d- the regret 
of crowds of tradefmen, have fuddenly 
difappearecj, and nobody ever knew the 
place of their retirement. ^ 

The retreat of, Mr.. S — — n . will proba- 
bly not be fo precipitate; while he con^ 
tinues in parliament, his perfonal liberty is 
at lead fecure. Fortified with this privilege, 
he is indifferent to the clamours of his 
numerous duns, and fufFers, without con- 
cern, Jiis tradefmen to become bankrupt?, 
V ' . while 
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whUe he himfelf riots in. every fjpecics of 
luxury*. 

The mind of Mrs, S n was not fo 

firmly fteeled ; fhe funk beneath the negledl 
of an h*ufband, and the embarraifments his 
prpfufion had created. A few weeks be- 
fore her death, as fhe was ftepping into 
her carriage to take the air, the coach and 
horfe? were feized by an impatient cre- 
ditor. In full . health fhe would not have 
fuffered much from a circumflance to which 
Ihe had been more than once expofed ; but 
her feelings were rendered more acute by 
indifpofition ; fhe returned into the houfe 
in tears ; the difeafe of the body was in- 
creafed by the diflrefs of the mind; and 
fhe afcended to heaven to receive the re- 
ward of her fufierings below. 

The 

* When Mr. S— n inhabited a houfe in Brutbn- 
ftreet, the landlord was defirous of getting rid of a 
tenant, who feemed tp confider quarter-day as ex»- 

punged from the calendar. He offered Mr. S n a 

a receipt in full for all arrears if he would quit. Mr. 
S-^— n was too well pleafed^th his refidence to accept 
the propofal ; and •Mr. W— — was at laft reduced to 
the neceffity of vntiling the houfe^ that he in%ht 
unlodge its perfevering inmate^ 
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The bufband niuft have been' lelfifli in- 
deed that did not rejoice at the tranflatlon 
of his wife from earth to heaven ; and Mr. 

S n was fo Httle defirous of concealing 

his fatisfadion, that ere the corpfe was 
fcarce cold he appeared at the play-rhoufe. 
He now '. cultivated more than ever his 
intimacy at the white houfe in Piccadilly ; 
and he was received with fuch fmiles of 
cordiality, as are fuppofed to have occa- 
fioned fome uneafy fenfations in the breaft 
of royalty. 

The time for aftion was now approach- 
Xnjg ; the French had pufhed their love of 
equality to an extent which had excited 
the admiration of that defperate herd, who, 
overwhelmed with debts, and polluted 
with crimes, can only hope to find a refuge 
from poverty and contempt in general 
anarchy. Among the Friends of the Peo-^ 
ple^ among the Friends to the Liberty of 
the Prefs^ among thefeleSi of the Whig Club^ 

the voice of Mr. S- n was heard loud 

and ftrenuous in praife of their condudl. 
His ardour of patriotifra was,, however^ 
produi^ve of one mortification^ which he 

was 
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waa far from expe<aitig# The ladttegftce of 
Mrfl[.^ F. ha<J hith^Q attraded to Mm no in- 
fignifi<$int propfe of roy aj munifiqeHiCfe ; but 
his powerful p(^on -wa^ awakeaed from 
hii$ delufipn by th^ dagger which menace4 
the throne of his father ; he determined to 
eftrange himfelf from thofe counfellors who 

had mifled hisjrouthi Mr. S- became 

a ftranger at Carleton Houfe j all future 
fupply was flopped ; and he is left again to 
prey upon the world, or, in plainer words, 
to live by his wits* 

What refuge indeed remains for this mi- 
ferable man, but that which msiy complete^ 
with his own, his country's iriifery ? He 
can no longer defcend to that fituation 
in which his real glory confifted j he can 
no longer recall thofe hours which have 
been proftituted to the purpofcs of faftion, 
but which, had they been properly employ- 
ed, would have ranked his name with thofe 
;of Wycherley and Congrevt, Thefe are be- 
yond his reach, and the profpeft of the fu- 
^ turc is gloomy, as the recoUeftion of the 
pall is painful. He already anticipates his 
f*te^ to live for cvei* the drudge of a party 
G who 
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who diftruft hixa while they employ him ; 
who defpifc his obfcure birth, while they 
avail themfelvca of bis talents ; or by one 
daring exertion to pull the fabric of the 
ftate on his head, and immortalize his own 
deftru^tion by that of his country. 



-s G- 



The fon of a veteran officer who has 
diflinguifhed himfelf by his zeal and adi* 
vity in the American wai: ; the nephew of 
a baronet who is known only from his pe* 

euliarities, C G entered life with 

the eclat of his father's achievements, and 
with the expectations of bis unde's fortune. 
That uncle had once been k:: wn^ amongft 
the gay and pleafurable, as the leader of 
every frolic and falhion. When member for 
the county of Northumberland, fuch had been 
his alacrity in the midnight orgies of convi* 
vial fociety, that it was a common obferva- 
tion, that Sir Harry flept with one eye open. 
Night after night the fame fyftem was pur- 
fued with the Delavals, the Lyddels, and the 
Mfddletons, whofe exploits in gallantry were 

the 
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the theme of that age. From thefe jovial 
companions he fuddenly withdrew himfelf. 
A repulfe in love induced him to feek foU- 
tude; and in folitude he fancied himfelf 
attacked by a thoufand ills, of which amidft 
the purfuits of Bacchus and Venus he had 
never been fenfible. Imagination had the 
fame efftO: upon him as real indifpofition ; 
his pulfe was become languid, his refpira- 
tion fhort ; and under thefe ideal maladies 
he fhut himfelf in his houfe, frQ;0i whence, 
except to dine with his late phyfician. Sir 
Richard Jebb, or to take a folitary airing, he 
has fcarce ventured out for thirty years. Sir 
Richard was too wife to remove the va- 
pours in a man of ten thoufand a year ; and 
he countenanced his caprices with fo much 
addrefs, that he is fuppofed to have received 
about fou^^n thoufand guineas from him 
in fees. It is certain at leaft, that he has 
left to his heir a mortgage of ten thoufand 
pounds on Sir Harry's eftate* 

Though Sir Harry fechided himfelf from 
company, he^did not renounce the pradlice 
of that benevolence which he had com- 
menced in his earlier days* He proved 
G' 2 ^ himfelf 



■h 
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himfelf a Ao{l a^£t\onate kinfmati in every 
degree; He r^fign^d tq Sir C-^-^— 3^, his 
yoanget brother, the' F— 'H-rd-n ^ftate^ m 
Northumberland) which amounts to^ xfear 
nine hundred pounds a year; and he edu- 
cated the children of Sir C ^ with the 

fame care as if they had been his own. 

The eldeft of thffe chUdren is C 

G — , whofe political conduct has attra^^ed 
the general notice of his countrymen. He 
received his ichool learning at Eton, where 
frdm his figure he was known by the name 
of Lankey. From Eton he was tranfj^anted 
to Cambridge, where the arrogance of his 
demeanour, the haughty referve he maift^ 
tained, anflthe dogm?^tical n^anner in which 
he uttered his opinions, changed the name 
of Lankey to tl>at of the Great Man. From 
Cambridge he vifi|ed the Continent, aAd 
improved his college? acquaintance with Mr. 
W— b-^d, who was travelling at that time 
under the diredtlon of Mr. Coxc. 

But the acqud:ntance of Mr. W — b — d 
was not the only one that he cultivated oa 
the continent. As he pafled through Italy, 
he met with the Duke and Duchcfs of C— ^ 

b-l-d, 
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b— 1 — d, whofe health had induced them at 
that 'period to quit England. A gentl^m^ui 
of their houfehold had been obliged on his 
private concerns to return to his native coun- 
try:. IVIr. G— y was chofcn to fupply his 
place; and this conneiSion ferved to raife his 
confequence, and became his paflport to all 
foreign families of diftiniSion. 

On Mr. G — y's arrival in England^ a va- 
cancy had juift prefented itfelf for the county 
of ISforthumberland/ by Lord Algernon 
Percy fucceeding, on the death of hi$ father 
the Duke of^ Northumberland, to the tide of 
Lovaine. To rcprefent his native county wlas 
a favourite wifli of Sir Charles G — y : but the 
fervices of the father yielded on this occalion 
to the expectations of the fon ; who, though 
he had fcaree attained the legal age, was, in 
the very month that his mother was deli- 
vered of a daughter, returned without 
oppofition to Parliament. 

So 
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So little was then known the political 
bias of Mr. G — ^y, that it was a queftion from 
Mr. Rofe to thofe who were related to him, 
what party he would efpoufc r but he fufFered 
not Adminiftration long to remain in doubt ; 
and it is to the credit of his judgment, that 
he entered on his public career by a ftre^ 
nuous oppofition, though qualified by terms * 
of moderation, to one of the moft beneficial 
treaties that has ever been made by this 
country, the, commercial treaty with France. 

Secluded from the din of party fadion, 
Sir Harry had been occupied only with the 
care of his own health, and in providing for 
his brother^s children. — If any thing, his po- 
litical opinions leaned to the fide of govern- 
ment ; his filler had bfeen married to Sir 
G — y G — p-rj and Sir Harry remembered, 
though Sir G-^y had forgotten, the favours 
this brother-in-law had received from govern- 

rnent* 
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mfent# He was alfo anxloua to advance his! 
nephews, two of whom had entered int6 
the army^ and one into the navy. But 
thefe views had little weight with C — 1 — s. 
His vanity had been engaged on the other 
iide ; from his debut in parliament, his in* 
timacy had been feduloufly courted by all 
the leaders of oppofition; a fumptuous en- 
tertainment was given on his account by 

Mr, S ^n ; he could not withftand the 

affiduous adulation that was fhowered on 
him from every fid^ ; he yielded to their ca- 
reflcs ; and was propofed, and itamediately 
elected a member of the Whig Club* 

From being admitted into this fociety, 
Mr. G — y has become the violent opponent 
of the minifter ; and has even, in the vehe- 
mence to which he has abandoned himfelf, 
forgotten fo far the dignity of his fenato- 
rial fituation, as to mingle perfonal menaces 
with political invc<9:ive<: thofe menaces have 
been defpifed; that inveftive has been ro- 
torted;. and. he ^las been inftru£ted, that it 
is ealier to threaten than to execute. His 
worthy uncle has given way to the torrent, 
which his age and his ideal infirmities al- 
X low 
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km Idm n^ to oppde; he has eten cati^ 
m ibme iheafure th<^ contagidti ; and has 
been lately known to dirop iosne few eX'* 
preffionfi in favour of equalitj^ without re-» 
€X)He&ing that it muft neceifarily* level the 
fuperb manfion at Howick, and parcel out 
the extenilve manors that iurround it. 

In one refpe£t Mr. C — — s G — j has 
merited the partiality of his uncle^ and has 
preferved a charader different from his pre- 
ceding afTodates. He has neither wafted 
his time nor fortune at a gaming table^ nor 
ftained his reputation with fcenes of fenfual 
excefs or grofs debauchery j 'a fingle match 
^at he made with Sir Harry L 1, imme- 
diately on his return to England, for a hun- 
dred guineis, is the only inftance of his ha- 
zarding any money on the chance of a die, 
or the addrefs of a jockey. He did iiideed 
hint an intention of fetting up a pack of 
hounds; but no fooner did the whifper 
teaeh Sir Harry, than he ordered the ken- 
Bel at Howick to be pulled down *. Orice 

he 

♦ This reminds us of an anecdote of the late Mr* 
St"— t of Dprfetihire. He pulled down an elegant man- 
fion 
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lie has been fufpe^led of facrificing to titled 
age I but with this exception, his amours 
have been fuch as his youth may excufe : 
the obje£ks of his paflion have been chofea 
for their charms, and not for their lafciviouC- 
nefs ; and his commerce v\^ith them has at 
leaft been conduded with decency. 



Mr. S— ^L W O. 

This gentleman follows Mr, G— y as clofe 
as his fliadow ; their juvenile days were paft 
together j their friendfhip was confirmed on 
the continent; and their connediqns' are 
cemented by the marriage of the former 
with the> fifter of the latter. The elder Mr. 

W ^d, whofe renown is circulated with 

the porter he brews, for fome time oppofed 
a match, where blood could only be bfier- 
ed in lieu of cafhj nor had he probably 

fion in that county ; the erection of which had coft him 
30,000 1. and when afked the reafon, " Why,'* faid he, . 
" Humphrey (his eldeft fon) would alk mt to live in 
" it. — 1 could not with decency refufc him ; and I 
** know the dog would kill my pheafants.'* 

H ever 
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ever confentcd, could he have fbrefeen thalt 
the fever of patriotifm would have been 
communicated from Mr. G— y to his bro-^ 
ther-in-law. Mr. W d has, however, 
fucked in deeply the poifon ; but that 
warmth which is adorned by the eloquence 
/ of Mr. G — jy appears in his wild and fran- 
tic ravings, in all its native deformity. — 
Wheu he would melt the houfe into tears, 
they are not imfrequently convulfed with 
laughter j and when he would beguile them 
into a fnule, he is fure to excite a yawn. 

The opinions of the tutor with whom he 
travelled, feem to have made but little inw 
preffion on him. Mr. G — e has afferted, 
that, the moft entertaining evening he ever 
fpent was in converiation with the King of 
Pdand. But at the name c£ a king Mr. W — 
b — d ftarts with honbr ; and his fancy revels 
in that anarchy of France which is to con- 
found together beggars, peers, and princes* 
IndiiFerent to the reproaches and remon- 
flrances of a father, who has been but too in- 
dulgent to him, and whofe deareft interefts? 
are at ftake, he profefies his impatience for 

aa 
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an epj?6ttiin|ty of fxroving his dUinterefted- 
nefs, by facrifici&g the pritiGel7 profits ct 
the l^frewhoufc) to the charai^er of hehig A 
patriot^ and to the honour of belonging ta 
the Whig Clu/>i 



Mr. L^ 

Is alfo the bofom friend arid politlcat at 
fpciatc of Meflrs. G-^y atid W-— d ; be- 
tween thiem both . he preferveg a tniddld 
ftation ; and is as inferior in abilities to the 
firftj as he is fuperior to the laft* His fa- 
ther early entered into the army j but he 
entered into it rather with a view to the 
emoluments of a regiment, than to the laurd 
of vidtory* He attained the former ; and 
no focner attained them than he renounced 
the further purfuit of military honours^ and 
betook himfelf to n^fOre profitable projeds ; 
while his regiment was fufFering incredi- 
ble hardftiips abroad, he was living quietly 
on his pay at home* The general com^ 
iiietK:ed banker ; and fuch have been tK^ 
fruits of his arduous avarice^that he has 
H ^ fweiled 
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llfelled~a fortune of lefs than tHree tfibufirfd 
a ^ear to 'upwards of twenty tKoiifaiid; The 
paffiinqny'oT the man- ha^ however beeJi 
fei-gotteii'in thepartiklity of the par'ent ; and- 
to his fon he has ever been liberal and in- 
dulgent. He_wa.§uaeL content with afford- 
ing him all the advantages of an univerlity 
education, but he fefit^im With a princely 
allowance to make the grand tour. 

i^t Paris the tafte of Mr. L— n biased 
fortjli in a manner that eclipfed even the 
boafteil profuHon of MiXord Anglois." His 
horfes, his equipages, h(s intrigues', were 
the general theme of admiration ; he formed 
a conne<3;ion with a Lais more celebrated for 
tbe charms of her perfon than the purity of 
paflions: he tranfplanted her. to England; 
but great as the general's fortune was, her 
qapricipus profulion was fevercly felt. After 
a ^ warm expoftulation with his father, he 
corifented to difmifs her with a prefent of 
five thoufand pounds ; and his mind eftrah- 
ged from love, an.d impatient of ina£tivity^ 
has fince been chiefly occupied by politics. 

As a fpeaJcer, Mr. L--7— — n is far from 
contemptible J and he has had the fiiperior 

4ifcrc* 
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difcretion abbye his bofom friendsi to avoi^ 
expofing his rcpiitaticm on every occafionv 
As a man, he has certainly performed miny 
humane and generous adions. .The recent 
death of his "father^ it is to he. hoped, will 
awake him from his political delirium ; aaii 
induce him to preferrethetioble inheritencte 
he has fuccecdcd to, by withdrawing hi$ 
name from the Whig Club; : : 



Mr. Th-^- ^k: 



Had this gentleman . been as defirous.of 
^fcaping obfervaitiQn, as he has been allidu- 
ous in courting it, ftill his peculiar fituation 
.would have pointed him out as the objeS 
of curiofity, evejn to thofe who are lead 
curious. Though he finds himielf enabled 
to vie wit;h the firft nobles of the land in 
prodigality, he can hardly form a probable 
Iguefs at the name of his father. Penelope had 
not more fuitors. than his mother; but the 
latter defpifed thi^ frigid character of the 
former, though Ihe has imitated her con- 
dutSl in exa^ing from her lovers rich pledges 

of 
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of theit afie&iom One (he has gIVctt 111 
tetura ; the hopeful youth ^ whdfe chaxz&ia 
h before us i and fo £xt wai ihe carefal of 
his future profpieritj^ as to choofe hirti a 
nominal ^aher from one of the richeft of 
the tribe b£ LeVi^ The. amorfius and ere* 
dulous Gifgilfhite rbceiircd with rapture th4 
precious proof of his Tigour, arid fpared 
no expetice iii rendering it woithy the ftock 
It fprung from* 

At Cambridge Mr. T nwas diftin- 

guiihed by the fpirit lyith which he entered 
into every party of diflipation j in his bets 
he ftirpalTed the moft daring ; dnd What 
added to the aftoniflittient of every body 
was, that he Icemed defirous of lofing* It 
is well known that his firft intrddudioA 
into the Joiikey Club was throftgh Lord 

B c, whofc acquaintance he purchafed 

at the expence of above two thoufand 
pounds, the harveft of one week s pi^Uet 
He difdained all rule and reftraint; gamed 
high, drank hard, kept his hunters, rode 
hack-races, and gave a very promifing 
profpe£t of the part he would filJ when 
^9 ihould enter upon the theatre of the 
7 town« 
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town. A fhort lour which he made on the 
continent, gave him a little fmattering of 
French, and the manners and appearance 
of a dancing-maftcr. 

On his return to England, three things 
were neeeflary to eftablifh his confequencc, 
Brookes's, Parliament, and the Whig Club* 
The wealth of his nominal father was afuf- 
ficient recommendation to the firft ; that he 
fhould find accefs to the fecond through the 
borough of Evcfham is the beft argument 
that he can ufe for a parliamentary reform ; 
but to the laft his introdudion was more 
eafy-^a filly zeal for republicanifra had 
marked him at Cambridge j and in London 
he is faid to have boafted that he hazarded 
his neck in climbing up to, and relieving na- 
ture on the equeftrian ftatue of Charles the 
Second. 

But the intrepidity he has difplayed againft 
an inanimated figure has not accompanied 
him in' his conteft with flefli and blood; 
and in a difpute he had fome time fince with 
Mr. R; a Yorkfliire gentleman, he patiently 
endured, with fome fmall change of circum* 

fiances, 
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ftances, the infult that he iaflifted 6ri'th<^ 
llatue* 

He has lately encountered an adventure! 
fcarce lefs mortifying. His vanity had in-^ 
duccd him to throw out among his friends, 
hints that a well-known lady of fafliion, 
celebrated for her vivacity, had granted him 
favours which, whatever may have been 
her apparent levity, a virtue fuperior to 
prudery, had hitherto fecured from the im- 
putation of imparting. The fcandal reach- 
ed the years of the fair one ; fhe difdained 
to remonftrate with fo worthlefs a charafter, 
but fhe took her revenge in a more pleafant 
y^ay. On a very inclement winter's day flie 
fent him a formal invitation for the evening 
to her heufe at a fmall diftance from town- 
Mr. T——— arrived, arrayed in all the 
fplendour that wealth could purchafe — a very 
fecond Beau Mordecai. He was furprifed 
to find his fair hdftefs alone : his vanity in- 
duced him to draw a favourable inference 
from this sircumftancc ; and his hopes were 
wound up to the higheft pitch, when. he 
was defired to difmifs his carriage and fer- 

vants 



t 57 )' 

Tants till a late hour, as the lady exprefled 
her hopes to have his company tete-a-tetc 
to fupper; but after complying with this 
xequeft, and fpending aji hour in general 
convcrfation, he was alarmed by the in- 
trufion of four athletic fellows. T^hefc 
perfons^ faid his hoftefe, as fhe retired, wUl 
ifave the pleafure of entertaining you ac-^ 
cording to your deferts; a fatisfadtion to 
'whicb I am unequal. A blanket was in a 
moment provided ; the difmayed inamorato 
was vaulted into the air ; and after having 
endured this difcipiine, amidft the feoff? 
and coarfe farcafms of the fervants, he was 
literally turned out of doors ; and, as at that 
time of night no carriage was to be pro- 
cured, was obliged to walk to town, ex- 
pofcd to a violent tempeft of wind and 
rain. 

Yet this man has thje afliirance to talk of 
dying in defence of the liberties of his 
country ! this wretched fpawn of promifcu- 
ous proftitution and hoary lechery ! this 
namelefs minion where both fexes have 
confpired to blend their oppofite vices ! 
who is fhamelefs as his . mother, and 
I daftardly 
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daftardly as his father ; and who, without 
courage to vindicate his own injured ho- 
nour, has the efFrontery to declare him- 
felf the champion of the glory of Great 
Britain. 



Col. F K. 

Thofe who have fhared the convivial 
hours of this diftinguifhed character, will 
acknowIe4ge that he pofleffes wit to give 
charmst td every fubje^t that he fpeaks on, 
and that his humour difplays the foibles of 
mankind in fuch colours, as to pyt even 
folly out of countenance. 

Yet thofe foibles, which he can fo happily 
ridicule, he himfelf is the flave of. The 
younger fon of a nqble family, he entered 
into the army ; and has been rapidly pufhed 
up to the highefl: rank of a profeffion, lefs 
profitable than it is honourable. He proved 
himfelf however not unworthy of the pro- 
motion he obtained j and that fpirit of en- 
terprife which accompanies him in his 
amufements and his vices, was honourably 
difplayed in the fervice of his country, 
amidft the wilds of America* But though 

as 
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fas a foldkr he fcorned to fhun danger, and 
drew with alatcrity his fword againft thc^ 
Americans — as a fenator he ftrongly repro- 
bated the conduct of the minifter, and 
was the ftrenuous advocate of the revoked 
colonies. To fhine at table, and in the houfe, 
requires different talents j and the cele- 
brated wit was loft in the ungraceful and 
hefitating orator. His birth and connexions 
ftill gave him inflxTence : Mr. Fox, when 
raifed to the adminiftration, did not forget 
his bofoin friend j and the Colonel was ap* 
pointed Secretary at War. 

It was reludiantly, evea to find refourcee 
to gratify his appetites, that he confented 
to divert a fmall portion of his time from 
pleafure to bufmefs ; and when the precipi* 
tancy with which they pufhed on the E-rr- 
I-T bill . terminated the political afcendancy 
of hi§ party, perhaps of all the aiTociates of 
Mr. Fox, he leaft r.egretted the dcdfion 
which difmifled him from ftate affairs to 
hazard and faro. In the former purfuit he 
has been found indefatigable; and it is 
prob/ibly with truth that he boafts that h^ 

I Z has 
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has throwii the dice more frgquehdy thafl 
any man in England. 

A youngei* brother's fortune Was foott 
exhaufted ; nor is there any difgraqeful 
expedient to which he has not had recourfe 
to raife fupplies. The inhabitants of Duke*s 
Place have felt, and acknowledge his addreft. 
And the Jews have GoiifejQTed themfelves in 
pecuniary tranfadtions out- manoeuvred by an 
officer of the guards* A fmall coUedion of 
pictures, which are the ornaments of his 
houfc in Park Lane^ has-been a frequent 
refource. His houfe has been conftantly 
filled with executions ; no tradefman is ever 
paid J and at dinner, when the party feemed 
rather to declifie the glafs : Gentlemen^ faid 
he, pufl) about the bottle^ never fpare the claret^ 
it belongs t^^u^as much as it does to me. 

The Colonel, fronf the joys of dice and 
burgundy, has found fome hours to appro- 
priate to love. Mrs. Benwell long reigned 
his favourite fultana; fhe feemed recom- 
mended by her congenial difpofition ; and 
the menage was a joint concern. It was 

^hile 
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while this lady refided with him, that her 
charms .attraded the notice of the eldefl: fon 
of a well-known nabob, whofe adminiftra- 
tion at Madras was the obje<3: of public 

enquiry, Mn R -d loved indeed with 

the magnificence of an eaftern prince ; and, 
on the firft glance of hope, he fent tw<^ - 

pair of diamond ear-rings to Mrs. B , 

defiring her to choofe thofe fhe thought 
handfomelL She kept them both, declaring 
ihe was incapable of deciding which de- 
ferved the preference. The prefent was pro- 
bably opportune both to the Colonel and his 
miftrefs ; fince the jewels were foon after 
affigned to, and made their appearance in 
the windows of, a noted jeweller in Bood- 
ftreet* The amorous fair was at length 
difgufted by the late attentions of the 
Colonel to the hazard table; and (he hai 
fought the arms of an equr:^^ zealous and 
younger member of the Whig Club. 

It has been reported, that defpair for this 
defertion firft induced the Colonel to inlift 
himfelf among the nuiperous Aeronauts, 
who, about fix years fince, were ambitious of. 
foaring to renown. But we have reafou to 

know. 



( 62 ) 

kndw, that very different motives tempted 
him to the regions above. He had ventur- 
ed confiderable bets on this cnterprife; 
and defccnded from the flight, richer by 
iight thoufand pounds than he was before. 
Though he had lawful claims upon him 
for much more than this fum, he never 
thought of fatisfying any of them. A 
creditor, who called on him for only aol, 
the day after this fuccefsful voyage, was 
defired to call the next day, and then be 
Jbould be told when to call again. Indeed 
the payment of debts is a weaknefs of 
which no one can accufe the noble Colonel ; 
all his ideas tend to prefent enjoyment; 
and as he has lived without believing that 
there is a God on earth, fo he will pro- 
bably die without believing there is a devil 
in hell. 



D~ of B D. 



This nobleman has approved himfcif 
the true ' defcendant of the venerable Ger- , 
trode and her deceafed confort, of economic 
memory. The late duke was fo tcnacbus of 

hia 
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his money, 2^ to preferve it at the hazard 
of his perfon j and fince the weight of the 
horfe-whipping was diverted on his con- 
fidential dependent, the few blows that fell 
on hi$ own ftioulders he ccmfidered fully 
compenfated by a fcore of guineas that he 
faved. He had, however, the addrefs to 
convert a pcrfonal quarrel into a political one, 
and to reprefent the outrage as arifmg from 
party difference ; and, to efface the remem- 
brance of this difagreeable event, he applied 
himfelf with increafing affiduity to heap up 
wealth: the whole bufmefs of his days, his 
dreams by night were how to increaft his 
boundlefs (lore; to do which there is not a 
mean dr ungenerous ad, invented by the 
perverted ingenuity of the human mind^ 
when fharpened and made defperate by 
want, which he did not pradife* 

The venerable Gertrude was equally dili- 
gent in her own province with her hulbandt 
On the death of her daughter-in-law, who 
was the vidim of a deep and fettled melan-- 
choly, which fhe cherifhed from the mo- 
ment her noble confort expired, Gertrude 
hefitatcd not, in defpite of every cuftom, 

and 
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9Xid to the injuiy of a favourite ma;id, who 
had afliduoufly attended her miftrefs in her 
Jail agonies^ to expofe even the clothes of 
the amiable marchipnefs to fale. 

Nor is this the only inftance where her 
rapacity has trefpafifed on the perquifites of 
her domeftics. . Her rank$ as well as her 
eager paflion for play,, laid her under a 
kind of necefljty of making a fplendid ap- 
pearance, and of inviting as much com- 
pany .as fl>e could to her gaming patties. 
JShe confxderi^d that the pieces of candles, 
that rem?iined ^ter the company retired 
from her routs, would ferve in h.er family 
on ordinary occafions, and fave the ex- 
pence of buying J b«t how to get them 
was the difficulty., as the feotmen, who 
found the lights, retainexj thrift >s their 
due^ 

At length one night, when the eqmpany 
by fome accident broke up much foon^ 
than ordinary, fo that the candles were npt 
half burnt out, fhe was not able to refift the 
temptation: as foon as fhe imagined thp 
feryajits were afleep, ihe Hole but of her 
Ved, and went down flairs, naked in her 
3 fhift 
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£bift as fhe was, td colled the candles in the 
fockets. 

It happened unluckily that one of the 
footmen fufpe<9:ed forae of his fellows had 
found a way of opening the box in which 
the vails were kept till they were dividedj 
and refolved to watch for the thief* He 
had not waited long when he heard his mif^ 
trefs treading foftly through the apartments, 
and caught her in his arms, loaded as fhe 
was, with the pieces of candles with which 
ihc had filled the fore-part of her fhift. 

Jt is eafy to conceive her furprife and con- 
fufion at fuch an encounter ; nor was the 

7 

fellow's much lefs* But the difcovery of 
her fituation foon reftored him to his fenfes; 
and inflantly fuggefled the method of his re- 
venge. " And fo^ my dcar^^ faid he, ^^ you 
njoant candles; hut V II make you pay for your 
pilfering.'^ Saying which, h« prepared to 
gratify a paffion more natural at leafl, if 
not more delicate, than that which had 
brought her into fuch a fcrape. 

The lady, who could not be at a tefe to 
know what he defigned, was in the highefl 
diftrefs. Her virtue injftantly took the alarm; 
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l)tit k was a fingul^ circumftaace which 
proved the fafeguard of her honour. The 
fellow had fcarce taken her into his arms, 
when the perfumes, whieh fteamed from 
every part of her, gave fuch offence to his 
noftrils, that his ftoinada inftantJy turnings 
he difcbarged its contents full in her face,, 
before he had time to let her go j and 
then damning her for a ftinkipg brimftone,. 
fpurned her from him with abhorrence* 
As foon k« file had recovered her breath, fbe 
picked up ibme of the candlte which flie 
had dropped, and retired j the manner of 
her deliverance a good deal leffening the 
pleafure of it ; though it was feme fatis- 
fadion to her, to think that £he had pre^ 
ferved her booty, and efcaped undifcovered^ 
In the latter hope, fhe had foon the mor-. 
tification to find that fhe was d^eived, 
T[ he noife flie made in opening her chamber 
door, convinced th^ fellow, that his ren- 
conti-e had not been with a fervantj her 
waiting woman, to whofe affiftance fhe had 
recourfe to clean herfeif, though conjured to ' 
fecrecy, could not remain fiJent ; and the 
whole tranfa^ioB^ with a thoufand addi-*^ 

tions^ 



( «7 ) 

dcms, was circulated through the metro- 
polis. 

Thei prefent duke has not degenerated 
from the virtues of this worthy grandmo- 
ther ; though Lady M-yn — d might boaft 
that flie had polifhed his manners, to open 
his heart was beyond even her powers. 
Some years fmce he was applied to by a fe- 
male relation, whole gallantries have made 
fome noife lately in the world, and of whofe 
feuiband Sir William Howe once obferved, 
^ In drefs be was more finical than a wo^ ^ 
man^ but in a£lion more daring than man^ 
Mrs. G— dn — r waAted the fum of five 
hundred pounds, to extricate her from fome 
embarraflments Ihe laboured under, and to 
enable her to join her hufband on the con* 
tinent ; her application was even counte- 
nanced by Gertrude ; but fhe met with a 
mortifying repulfe, conveyed in the follow- 
ing terms: " I amforry^ Madam^ that it is 
out of my power to afford you the ajijianceyou 
requefi ; but I lojl lajl night three rubbers 
at whijiy which made a difference to me of 
full fifteen hundred pounds \^ nor could all 
K 2 the 
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the entreaties, to which ihe humbled her« 
felf, obtain a more favourable anfwer. 

Son^e time back his Grace was on a vidt to 
anirifli peer in the neighbourhood of GravcP- 
end, who, though defcended from a jew % is 

Icfk 

* Even vcrfcd as old G— — n was in' all the arts of 
pecuniary negociation, he was once over-reached by a 
chriftian, and that a young one. It Was his cuftom to 
occupy a particular featut old Jonathan's, where he was 
engaged largely in the traffic both of buying and felling 
annuities. One morning, while he vtras purfuing his cuf- 
tomary fpcculations, he was addrefled by a young man 
whofe diflievelled hair, fwollen eyes, and flovenly drefs, 
bore ftriking marks of intemperance and debauchery. 
A'n't your name G n ? and don't you deal in annui- 
ties ? Yes, Sir. I want to buy one of two hundred 
a year. What do you afk? — 2400I.— That's too much, 
rU give you two thoufand. — ^Pray, Sir, fit down, will 
you drink any thing ? Aye, a glafs of brandy.-— Do you 
choofe another glafs ? With all my heart, my ftomach's 

cold. G n now thought he was fure of his man j 

he agreed to the price, the money was paid, and the 
deed* drawn. Six months after h? was accofted in the 
fame place by a well-drefled gentleman, who politely 
demanded his half-year's annuity. G--^ — n furveyod 
him with fome marks of aftonifhment ; he (liH flattered 
tumfclf the alteration in his drefs and appearance i^ight 

arife 
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lefs a jew in his pecuniary tranfadions than 
xnoft chriftians. With a proper view to the, 
main chance, the duke had fent an old pair 
of leather breeches, which he had brought 
with him, to Gravefend to be mended. 
While the company were waiting in the 
iaioon for a fummons to dinner, a fervant of 

Lord E informed his Grace, that the 

breeches-maker's boy wanted to fpeak to 
him. " Send him to ntf valet,*' was the 
anfwer. The fervant, however, returned to 
exprefs the boy's delire to fpeak to the duke 
in per(on, " Damn him, what can he 
want?" exclaimed his Grace, as he went 
out ; and though the company were filent, 
the fame queftion naturally arofe in their 
blinds. Such was their impatience when 
the duke returned, that they could no longer 
jreprefs their defire to know the objed of this 

aiife from fome accidental caufe. After fettling the ac- 
couat, he aflted him to drink a glafs of brandy. No, 
Sir, replied the gentleman, I never drank but two in 
my life, arid thofe were when I purchafed this an- 
nuity of you } and I will take care how I ever drink 
auaiJber. 

ftrang9 
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ftrangc interview: "Oh! he only brought 
me a fifty pound note, which I had left in 
the fob of my leather breeches.'* Every- 
, body burft out in praife of the boy^s honefty. 
And what did you give bimf — Give him! 
rq>lied his Grace — Nothing to he Jure ; vobat^ 
for merely doing bis duty ? The company^ be- 
lieved at firft that he jefted ; but when they 
found he was in earneft, they threatened to 
circulate the ftory,' unlefs he would change 
his refolution^ But his Grace was callous to 
difgrace t he laughed at the menace; ob- 
ferved he was too knowing a one to be thus 
frightened \ and, after dinner, when Lord 
E 's liberality fet the example in mak- 
ing a purfe for the boy, be evea refufcd to 
contribute his guinea. 

Yet this man is in the receipt, it cannot 
be faid enjoyment, of feventy thoufand 2^ 
year ; nor does he difdain the mean virtue 
of charity, more than the riotous pra<aice of 
bofpitality. A dreary void reigns through 
his magnificent manfions, 

Like fome lone chartreux ftands the good old h^M^^ 
Silence without, and fads within the wall. * 
No faftcr'd roofs with dance and tabor found. 
No noop-tide bell invites the country round. 

TeQants 
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Tenants with fighs the finokclefs towers furvcy. 
And turn th' unwilling fteeds another way. 
Benighted travellers, the foreft o'er, 
Curfc the fav'd candle, and unop'ning door ; 
While the gaunt maftifF, growling at the gate. 
Affrights the beggar, whom he longs to eat. / 

All his Grace's fai^ants are at board-wages ; 
and when a reludant dinner is after many 
ftruggles given, it is given at the tavern. 

It is an old remark, and ftrongly exem- 
plified in his Grace, that avarice is the teal 
.foufce of deep play ; by gaming, as well as 
by economy, the noble duke was determined 
to fwell the imm^nfe hoard left him by his 
grandfather. Before he ferioufly engaged 
4n the pra<fHce, he ftudied play as a fcience; 
he made himfelf mafter in the different 
games, and was perfect in calculation. He 
knew where the odds lay, and what they 
were, under every circumftance; and was 
always clear in underftanding the fuperiority 
that one man poffefled over another in the 
match, as well as under the different chances 
of the game. 

That application to mathematics, by 
which his fellow ftudents at Cambridge 
afpired to a wrangler's wreath, enabled hk 

Grace 



Grace to attain the reputation, with the tx* 
ception of Mr. Sawbridge, of the bell whift 
player in England. Thus qualified, he was 
launched on the ocean of adventure 5 a no- 
ble ftud of horfes was purchafed j and New- 
market refounded with the praifes of hi^ 
judgment and addrefs. In his firft matches 
he was eminently fuccefsful j but he was 
foon taught that there were fecrets beyond the 
theory of play, and into which the pradice . 
alone could initiate him. For thefe fecrets^ 
old Vernon and Grofvenor were determin- 
ed that he fhbuld pay ; and, in his celebrated 
match of Fidget againft Meteor, he is fup- 
pofed to have loft a fum exceeding his for- 
mer winnings in a fourfold proportion. 

This lofs has not induced him to quit the 
dangerous attachment to Newmarket, but 
feems rather to have fharpened his appetite 
for the turf. The confequences begin to 
be apparent; the buildings at Wooburny 
cxtenfive as they are, could not have affect- 
ed the accumulation of fo long a minority;' 
but the revenue of a prince has been found 
inadequate to the addrefs and rapacity of 
the knowing ones: nor is it to be wonder- 
8 ed 
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ed at that the expariment iHouId tiave 
brought the fignature of his gracq into cir- 
culation among the monied inhabitiants 6£ 
Lombard Street. 



Lords J — and W R ^l. 

Seem not to partake of the difpofition, 
though they follow the political footfteps, of 
their noble relative j mere vacuities of them- 
felves, their fplendid origin has never been 
able to attraft to them the notice of man- 
kind. One anecdote is, however, preferved 
of Lord John at Bruflels — ^When a&ed by 
herljighnefs the Arch-duchefs of Saxe Tc- 
fchen, then governefs of the Low Countries, 
how he liked that place ? " Not at all,", re- 
plied this witty nobleman, " for, except my 
own countrywomen, I have not feen a pretty 
face here.*' The arch-duchefs and her court 
remained filent, and Lord John withdrew 
to recouBt at .the hotel of Torrington his 
brilliant fally. 

Such a blunder, at leaft in the morning, 

could never have cfcaped from Lord Wil- 

L liam, 
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liam, fincc fuch was the tadturnity of that 
nobleman, that it ufed to be a remark at 
Oxford, whenever he diped in company, 
that the party muft be nearly half-feas over, 
as Lord William had fpoke. To the filence 
which fo well becomes them both, and 
which hitherto they have not infringed 
even at the Whig Club, we confign them. 



t) of N- 



But that filenee .which the prudence of 

the R Is induces them to preferve, "the 

confidence of the Duke of N k difdains. 

In every public and patriotic meeting his 
voice is heard; and in every canvas and 
eledion he ftands forward a fturdy cham- 
pion. With him a form caft in the rougheft 
mould of nature conceals a mind more mif- 
fhapen ftill, and affords a proof that worth 
and virtue cannot be tranfmitted with rank^ 
and fortune ; while he affefts- to be an ad- 
vocate for parliamentary reform, his time 
and fortune afe devoted to extend the fer- 
vitude of the deluded multitude j and it is 

his 



A 



( 75 ) 

his boaft that more than half the voters of* 
Arundel have been allured, by his promifes, 
to perjury. Yet what is the confequence of 
that influence which he has thus laboured 
to advance ? a train of parliamentary depen- 
dents, as contemptible as himfelf, of whom 
one, and one only, has ventured to ftammer 
out a folitary fpeech in parliament. 

Nor without doors is his reputation more 
promoted by his electioneering labours than 
within. At Hereford it is a current report, 
and believed by the people at large, that he 
was articled to an attorney. At Carlifle it is 
an eftablifhed opinion, that his father placed 
him to be educated in one of the colleges 
belonging to the Jefuits in Flanders. Though 
both ideas are equally falfe, they ferve to 
prove how much the chicane and finefle on 
which he values himfelf in every conteft, 
have exalted his character. 

What can ennoble fools and cowards ? 
Not all the blood of all the Howards. 

From the charadler of fool, the crafty and 

infidious difpofition of his Grace may poffi-* 

bly preferve him. Yet fuch is the difgraceful 

L 2 igno" 



( 76 ) 

ignorance 6f the firft fluke of Great Britkin, 
that he is iticapable of i|>eiling a common 
letter. Some time fmce^ at the taUb of the 
Prince of Walea, a difpute arofc nefpeding 
fome nautical term, 'which was produdive 
of a bet : it was fegrced to refer the matter 
to Captain J. Payne ; and the dukfc, as ua- 
concerned in the wager, was defired to flatc 
to this gentleman the difference in writing. 
He began his letter— iSir, m you are brb^d 
to tbefea ; and Captain Payne anfwered with 
his ufual vivacity — -Afy lord^ I am not 
BREED to thtfca^ hut tbefea is bread to me. 
Yet this man has lately been chofen to the 
high honour of prefident to the focicty for 
encouraging artfe and fcience ; and without 
a bluih has feated faimfelf in the chair which 
was formerly filled by the venerable Lord 
Romney. 

The courage of his Grace is fuppofed to 
be about equal to his learning ; and in his 
late difference with Sir John H — •— w — d 
he fubmitted to apologize for words which 
he declared he had never fpoken. In thofe 
beaftly exceffes of the table which degrade 
a man into a brute, his *Grace ix^eed ftands 

without 
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without « coiApeers afid he was e^rly in 
life emuloiis to €qual thofe with whom he 
iives in the defi^erate amufements of gaming. 
But his lofs of twenty thoufand pounds, 
when his income did not exceed twelve 
hundred pounds a year, obliged him to 
ftop ihort until he could repair his im- 
prudence by marriage. He luckily found 
one whofe weak intellects permitted her 
»ot to difcover, or to defpife his ignorance. 
An annuity of three hundred pounds to 
ft favourite governefs was advantageoufly 
granted; the inclinations of the unfortunate 
girl were artfully influenced ; and fhe con- 
fented to become the wife of the prefump- 
tive heir to the Duke of Norfolk. 

Unhappy vidim! what have been the 
comforts of that fplendid fituation, to which 
the interefted wiles of another taught thee 
to afpire ! Thy eftates have been wafted j 
thy bed negle<3:ed ; thy perfon infulted ; and 
the accumulated wrongs that have been 
heaped on thee have driven thee at length 
into madnefs. While he who ought to 
' have protedcd thee from outrage, whole 
duty it was to fheltcr thee from the ftorm, 

was 
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Was fo ini^nfible to thy mlferies, and his 
own fliame, that the day after he was in- 
formed of that melancholy event, he in- 
dulged hb mirth at one of the grofleft co- 
medies that difgrace the theatre of Drury- 
Lane. 

This indeed is not the only inftancc 
which his Grace has given of his preferring 
the drama to every fenfe of decency j and 
between the time of his mother's death and 
her burial, he was feen alternately dozing 
and laughing in one of the front boxes. 

In his amours, his Grace has been diligent 
to feled thofe objcds whofe fuperior refine- 
ment of manners can be no reproach to his 
own unpolifhed idea3. But if he has gene- 
rally chofen his miftrefles for their conge- 
nial tafte, he has not been infl,uenced by a 
fimilarity gf forms ; and he whofe height 
does not arife to above five feet fix, and 
whofe figure bears no fmall refemblance to 
the proportion of his favourite veflel, an 
hogfhead, has afpired to the bofom of a 
nymph full fix feet four. His partiality to 
the bagpipes has been alfo communicated 
from the hufband to the wife; and Mrs* 
6 C -y 
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C • ■■■y not only reigned the favourite 
houfekeeper at A-t- — 1, but was exhibited 
as the chofen fultana to the Yorkfhire mi- 
litia* 

There is no perfon acquainted with his 
Grace, who has not been ftruck with the 
ftrong, refemblance between his charader 
and that of the late Duke of Orleans. The 
fame propenfity to the beaftly excefles of 
the table, the fame tafte for low and vulgar 
amours, the fame perfonal timidity, the fame 
thirfl for the applaufe of the multitude ; as 
they have refembled each other in their 
lives, fo may they probably in their deaths ; 
for Ihbuld the fyftem which his Grace coun- 

* His Grace IS not very liberal in his amours: in thofe 
which are promifcuous, he feldom rifes above half-a- 
guinea^ and never exceeds a guinea. So nice are his 
feelings, that the fame perfon whom he had formerly 
entertained as a mifttefsj he afterwards hired as acom- 
mon fervant. She had, however^ the fpirit to refufe to 
do both drudgeries at the fame price. His Grace's fre- 
quent expreilion among his bofom friends, Capt- M-— s, 
&c. is. That the honour of a connexion with a D of 

U is fuffcient. That honour, wither few pro- 

snifes, which are never performed, is indeed ill in ge- 
neral that the fair ones obtain. 

tenances 



tenances prevtii^ and the vaift ajetampt at 
parliamentBiy reform let loofe the people^ 
they would no more fpare in England the 

firft duke, than they did in France the firft 
piinoe of the blood* 

In one refpeft, however, the comparifon 
h in favour of the Duke of Orleans. He 
provided for his natural children: like a 
prince ; while his Grace of N' ■ ■ ■ will 
probably leave thofe who call him father, 
as deftitute at his death, ^s he has meanly 
kept them in his life« 



Meflrs. B. and H. H- 



Naturally follow his Grace as his neareft 
relations. Thefe worthy gentlemen, who 
glory in a name which has been tranfmitted 
to them through fo many centuries, are not 
equally pleafed to dwell on the early fitua* 
tion of their father. He was a very confider- 
^ftble, though not a very fuccefsful wine-mer- 
chant in Dublin; and feveral years fmce, 
his name, great as it was, found its way 
into the Gazette, with a whereas prefixed 

t3 
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to It. When Duke E — (^perceived the prefcnt 
pofleflbr of the title, though he was fcattcr- 
Ing his feed profufely through the land, wa$ 
not likely to add any legitimate branch to 
the family tree, he caft his eyes on this un- 
fortunate wine- merchant. Duke E d 

indefed both thought ^ and aded like a 
H — d. He immediately called together 
and fatisfied to the fulleft extent the claims 
of the creditors of this unfuccefsful kinflnan. 
He tranfplanted him to England j entrufted 
him with the chief management of his af- 
fairs J and when he died, as he confidered 
him and his fons as the prefumptive heir$ 
to his title, he left him ah eftate of near 
ffeven thoufand pounds per annum. 

tn a few months Mr. H -d followed 

his benefactor to the grave ; and the immc^ 
diate fortune and future expedations of Mr. 
B-^^ — d H d rendered him an ob- 

jed of attention to thofe fagacious fathers 
who prefer for their children fplendour and 
mifety to d competence and happinefs. Of 
thefe Lord* F is one j and at his 

command his daughter afcended in tears the 
bridal bed of a man whom ihe cq[ually dc- 
' - . M fpifed 
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fpifecl and dcttftcd. - Even -the paflions of 
youth and health were conquered by her 
repugnance, or the ftrength of another at- 
tachment, and for ifeveral weeks- fhe role a 
Virgin from his fide j though a dlfgraceful 
compliance was at kft extorted from her, her 
averfion was invincible ; and having drag* 
ged through a miferable four years pf matri- 
inonial ftrife, Ihe agreed to a final fepara- 
tion, and fought proteSion in the manly 
arms of her former lover. Her long and 
melancholy druggie between love and duty,^ 
drew compaflion even from the rigid judger 
before whoni her coridud: was. arraigned j 
but in proportion as her Iituation demanded 
pity, contempt followed the man who had 
compelled her to this legal proftitution. . 

Nor is this the only fubjcd' that Mr^ 
B-^— d*H^- — :d has for repentance ir large 

as was ^t*he bequeft of D — E-r — d, it 

has Been ilatterned away j and by his own 
tnifinanagenient, and the addrefs of his ftew-« 
ardi he finds himfeff a ruined map,; with the 
charadter of a fordid one; St*rGeaoveve 
only waits fc^* fomc opulent^nahpb to^ changg 
its.m^er/' Noir on this t)ccafion can Mj> 



H- impute aqy thing: to lys late con- 
fort ; lince Ke has been compelled, though 
relu^antlfy to acknowledge her propriety 
In pecuxiiary aSalxs at leaft. ,. _ . 



MnH— -H-^ 



Enjoys alfo, in Thomborough Caille, a 

proof of the late Duke E d's liberality 

and attention. He has-fcdlowed the example 
of his noble relative in renouncing thef errors 
of the Romifli faith* His apbftacy ha^, by 
h the influence of that relative, after a very 

expeniive and unfuccefsful itruggle^at 
Gloucefter, .been rewarded by a fe^t^iot 
pai^Uameqt for.ArundeU He is, Jtowever^ 
a filent member both in the Houfeof Gcqq^-* 
mons and the Whig Cjlub. Prompted,^ how^ 
Qver, by the counfql^. and example. o£hi& 
worthy and intimate friend the Black Rod,^ 
he had made an attempt to blend fortune 
and manners J. in his mfuiiage: but this i» 
certainly not the profperous aera of tho^ 
H^r-. — ds; and after dangling a littie while, 
he was difmifled with, a pofitiye and iia* 
qualified negativ^. .. 

Ma Sk 
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Sir C — sB y. 

^T. B— — d H d 18 not the only man 

who has felt the melancholy confcqnences 
of extorting a hand where a heart could not 
be given. * Sir C —- — s forgot for fome 
month* the racing calendar to contemplate 
the charms of Lady S— h L x, 

He fighed fo very loud and ftrong. 
He blew a fettlement along ; 
And bravely drove his rival downj 
With coach and fiz> and houfe in town. 

The R d family have never been 

inattentive to pecuniary interefts; and in 
Aat purfnit the late duke can even fcarce 
be exceeded by the prefent. He thought 
he had made an excellent bargain for his 
daughter; but he never deemed it worthy 
a moment's confideration, how far the minds 
and difpofitions pf this couple were paired. 
The refuk is well known ; and when Sir 

Ch s returned to the amuftments of 

Newmarket, her ladyfliip confolcd herfelf 
for his abfence in the potent embraces of 

Lord W m G n. A divorce enfued. 

In 



II 
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In a fecond marriage the lac^y found that 
happinefs fhe ipifled ia the firft j and Sir 
Gh- — s has ever lince beguiled the ipo- 
inents, between the Newmarket meetings, 
in an amproijs intercourfe with farmers' 
daughters, mijliaqrs' pfentices^-.and fervent** 
maids. 

. The indifcriminate manncy in which he 
has given himfelf up to thefe connexions, 
lyas lately productive of a very difagreeable 
adventure to him. As he was ftrolling 
about one leifur^/ evening juft as it grew, 
dark, he overheard 4 conye^fatipn between 
one of his ftable-boys and the fcullion, the 
fubje^t of which was Ipve, and in which the 
former prevailed on the latter to proniife 
Ijim a meeting an hour hence in the hay- 
loft 

Sir C s was immediately feized with 

the whim of fupplanting the favoured lover : 
he ordered the boy inro the ftable ; and, di- 
re^ing him to faddle a horfe, fetit him on a 
xpeffage to a gentleman feveral miles ofl^ 
without allowing him any opportunity of 
letting his miftrefs know any thing of the 
ipatter. 
. ^ At 
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At tlie time appointed) Sir C— -^s attetidF-*^ 
cd in the hay-loft; wfiere the puii6luaKty bf^ 
his fair one did not tet him wait long ; and' 
the place being quite dark, thegirl never pcr-^* 
ceived the cbangie put upon her, though fhc 
has fince confeffed "fhe -retired vnxb no vefy^ 
fkvpurable idea of her lover's vigour^ * 

Before they j^atted, fhe told him, that (he 
tfrould meel him the' nd^t evening in the 

lame place ; and Sir C s was^-fo infiam- ' 

fS by the warmtli 6f^hercareffcs, and the" 
appearance of intrigue which the commerce' 
afe)rded, that he watched the return of the^ 
boy, and,^withikit allowing him to difmount,' 
ordered him to fet o,ut with a' note for a ^ 
gentleman in a diftant part of the county f 
whence, he thoughTE, he could «t)t return be- 
fpre a.fecond meeting fliould have fatiatedh 
fiis paffion. 

But fortune feemed determined to crofr 
the defigns of the amorous baronet; the boj* 
met the gentleman to whom the letter wai? 
^reded, at an inn oh the road ; and, having 
aeqiilitted himfelf of his comniifliOp, hafteneij' ' 
back. He arrived about the fame hour tfiat? 
hi had the evening before appointed his faS? 

. t« 



$0 meet him ia the hay-loft. His fbrmw 
dlfappolntmeat recurring to him, he crept 
to the hay-TJbft before, he went to wait oa 
hfe matter, in hopes of repairing the iU-luck 
of the preceding, night. AIJ was dark, but 
he could difcern the voice of hi(i favourite^ 
talking to a man : the baronet, having bee^ 
as fuccefsful as he could wifh, was juft thca 
taking leave ; when the jealoufy of the boy 
riling into fury, he levelled at him a ftroke 
with hia whip which brought hjrn to the 
^ ; ground. The fcreams of the girl, the groani 

i)f Sir C— s, and the oaths of the ; boy» 

formed a moft inharmonious concert ; nor 
did the latter defift till his mafter had de- 
clared his name. The confequence was^ 
that both the fervants were foon after dii^ 
xnifled ; and Sir C — — s has fince contented 
liimfelf with an obfequious farnier*s daughter 
ixi the country, and in town with the pro- 
fnifcuqus throng, who are. Jp.bc found al 
the Temple of Flora and the iV;p6lio Gad» 
dens. 

Though Sir C s has not flione with 

fo much luftre in the hpufe of commons as 
ou the plains of Newmarket, or beneath the 
_. ^ ^ ;. 4 piazzas 
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{>ia2za8 of Covcnt Garden, yet he has nOt 
been a filent meinber. When Lord Nottfii 
propofed his tax on nien fervants, Sir C-^—B^ 
in whofe ftables a numerous tfain of boyi 
are employed, Oppofed it with warmth, as 
confoundiiig' the boy with the fulKgrov^n 
man. Lady North, he obfcrved, could im- 
prove the noble Iprd's financiering talents ; 
flic would not give the fame for a chicken 
as for a full-grown fowl ; Ihe was prudent 
enough to have, her candles weighed, and 
bought them by the pound. / believe, faid 
Lord North, IJhould not have been troubled 
with the honourable baronet* s illujiratlons re^ 
fpe&ing fowls and candles, had be not bteti 
better verfed in weighing boys ihan in weighs 
ing candles^. The allufion to Newmarket 
was too evident to be miftaken ; the repar- 
tee was felt J and ever fmce, both at the 

Whig Ciub and St. Stephen's, Sir C S 

has been cautious in the choice of his polU 
Ucal fimilies. 
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L — D D — — y. 

From the charafters that fo clofely follow 
each other, one would think that the fpirit of 
cuckoldom hovered with an extraordinary- 
partiality over this patriotic club. The no- 
ble Lord before us led to the altar a reludl- 
i^nt beauty of nineteen, who was facrificed 
to his arms by the vanity of her mother. 
Such an union promifed but little happinefs; 
and the fighs of the fair were heard fre- 
quently amidft the fhades of the Oaks. She 
found however refources in town; thofe 
joys which fhe was a niggard of to her huC- 
band, fhe imparted freely to his friends ; he, 
on his fide, difguftcd by her coldnefs, fought 
pleafure in the embraces of the Armfteads 
and Benwells of the day. 

Their mutual infidelities were foon the 
general theme of the town; and thofe of 
the lady were made public in a court of 
juftice ; but as fhe had full proof of I'ecri- 
^ mination againfl her hufband, a feparation 
was all he CQuld obtain, and he has been 

N forced 
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forced to leave her in the pofleffion of the 
title of D j.^ 

She has fince languifhed under the 
accumulated mifery of a wounded fame, 
and broken conftitution ; friendlhip has 
alone remained to dart a ray of comfort 
through the gloom. Pure in herfelf,- Lady 
C-rl — le has difdained the qenfure of the 
world, and, regarding the errors of her 
friend as arifing rather from the ambition of 
a parent^ than from her native difpofition, 
with a magnanimity which difgraces that of 
moft men, fhe has not forfaken her ill the 
hour of her diftrefs. Whenever Lady D — y 
is in town, fhe is invariably invited to the 
entertainments given by Lady C-rl— le; 
though, with a propriety peculiar to herfelf, 
in her cards of invitation to her other ac- 
quaintance, fhe mentions that it is to meet 
Lady D— ^-y. 

In the mean time his Lordfhip impa- 
tiently waits the moment of her deceafe, 
that he may at laft reap the harveft he has 
long promifed himfelf from a marriage with 
a well-known fafhionable adlrefsj he will 

-. be 
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be the fccond peer of the realm, who has 
fhown himfcif fo fuperior to prejudice, as 
to adorn with a coronet the head of a 
daughter of Thalia. But though the va- 
nity of the comedian muft be interefted in 
the event, her amorous paflions are far from 
being awakened by the idea. Superior to 
the influence of] men, fhe is fuppofed to feci 
more exquifite delight from the touch of the 

cheek of Mrs. D r, than from the fancy 

of any novelties which the wedding night 
can promife with fuch a partner as his 
Lordfliip. 

This attachment does not prevent my 
Lord from indulging in the other amufe- 
ments of the fafhionable world ; his racers, 
his hunters, and his hounds, are all in a 
fuperior ftyle; and in the fports of the 
field, and the hofpitality of his table, he has 
deferved and acquired the character of an 
obliging, good-tempered, generous man. 

In the field of politics he ,does not appear 
to equal advantage : — under the tuition of 
his late uncle, General Burgoyne, he was a 
ftrenuous advocate for the American war; he 
is now become a ftaunch patriot j and though 
N a a» 
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as an orator he has gained but fmall reputa- 
tion in the Houfe of Lords, he is the frequent 
prefident of the Whig Club ; where the 
keennefs of his arguments, and the decency 
of his fongs, afford no fmall fatisfadlion to 
that difceming and virtuous fociety. 



Sir J- 



This baronet, for the name of gentle- 
man cannot be proftituted to him, when he 
fubmitted to the matrimonial fetters, thought 
chaftity in a wife an objed: below his con- 
iideration : the prefent Lady L — was com- 
mon fervant at a celebrated brothel ; when 
the number of male vifitors exceeded that 
of the female inmates, fhe was occafionally 
dreffed up for company. Her conduft on 
thefe occafions gave fo much fatisfadlion, 
that her miftrefs tranfplantcd her from the 
kitchen to the chamber fervice. It was at this 
brothel that fhe firfl met with a r-y-l admirer, 
whofe fenfe of dignity did not prevent him 
from frequenting thefe dens of impurity. 
On his H — fs quitting England, her charms 

enfnared 
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enfnarcd tbe difcerhing Sir J. With him 
ihe long lived in the humble capacity of 
miftrefs ; but on the return of the r-y-l duke . 
from the continent, a fpark of jealoufy was 
kindled in his bofom; and to fecure the 
fidelity of the amiable GinderiUa, he mar- 
ried her. She who was not long fihce a 
fervant, and content to perform every fpecies 
of drudgery for a few pounds, now fhines a 
lady ; and fuch is the caprice of fafhion, 150 
guineas are ^ven for her pidure. 

It muft be allowed, however, that Ihe 
does not do greater difcredit to her rank 
than her worthy confort. There are few 
chara£ters in life that do not bear at leaft the 
appearance of fome one virtue ; but here is 
a total blank. To rival in their manners 
> and their vices the loweft of mankind, to be 

the foremoft on the turf or the fod, is the 
Angular ambition of this wretched and de£* 
picable man, 

I will carefs fome fts(,ble-man of note. 
And imitate his language and his coat. 
I will with jockies from Newmarket dine, 
And to rough riders give my choiceft wine. 

Yet 
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Yet tftbngh he has not difdained to pra^Hfe 
everjr art that the fertile invention of hia 
. afibciatee- has fuggefted,. he has ftill been 
the dxspe of his own fcbemes ^ and his large 
eftates ia Middlcfex have been within thefe 
few weeks transferred to another member 
of the Whig Qpb^ who, while at the 
Shakcfpeare he profeffes himfclf an enemy 
to all afelefs eftablifhments, is content at 
the Temple to receive thofe emdiument?. 
which are often wrung from the fcanty pit- 
tance of an indigent' vicar. 

It has been the fretjuent boaft of the 
Whig Club, that they are remarkably felefl; 
in the admiflion of their members: how 
this cah be reconciled to the eledtion of a 
jnan whom black D — es and B-U — k have 
declared they were alraoft afliamed to be 
fccn with, muft be 'left for them to de^ 
terminer 



Capt. M 8, 

This member is alfo another inftance of 
the delic2tcy of the Whig Club. Iii early life 

his 
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his reputed vigour recommended him to 

the notice of the Dowager Lady S ; 

and that approved judge . of manly merit 
thought him qualified for the laborious fta- 
tion of her hufband. Whether after mar- 
riage the captain's diligence or ability de- 
clined, it is not for us to decide. A fe- 
par5U:ion has long fince taken place ; and the 
paft fervices of the captain have been re- 
warded with the receipt of one half of her 
ladylhip's jointure. 

^ Before, howeyer, he retired on a pen- 
(ion, the refpe£table and decent fituation, 
that he is reported to have Jiood in be^ 

tween the two titled fillers, M h and 

S pe, had engaged him in a paper war 

with the late Rev. Mr. E d, and fome 

exprefEons which efcaped the pen of the 
captain provoked the parfon to reply with 
his cane. The Haymarket w^as the fcene of 
public difcipline : the captain brought an 
adtion for aflault againft this active hero of 
the church militant ; an old woman was the 
principal evidence: / wondered^ faid fhe, to 
fee a gentleman In black running after ^ and 
belabouring one in red. The afTault was thus 

eftablifhed ; 
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eftabliflied ; but fo flight an injury did the 
jury think the honour of the captain had 
fuftaincd, that they limited the damages 
to 40 s. 

For fome time after this event Captain 

. M s was not defirous of obtruding him* 

felf on the public eye; but when he- did 
emerge, he emerged in a new charafter, itt 
that of a poet. The cbfcenity of his fonga 
is certainly gilded by frequent flaihes of 
wit and humour ; fo far itideed fuperior to 
his converfation, that many for a long time 
doubted whether he was the real author of 
them. That praife muft however be al- 
lowed him ; and it eafily introduced him 
to the Whig Club, to whofe political views 
his mufe has been fubfervient. Yet it re- 
mains a problem, how men who pretend to 
reform the morals of a people, can fuffer 
at their meetings, fongs, the groflnefs of 
which would difguft a Cleveland or a 
Chartres* 



L— D 
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L— D G— L — Y. 

t 

The fenfual pleafures which the mijfe of 
die Captain inculcates are happily carried 
into execution by the noble Lord who is 
now before us. He is not content to affo* 
ciate with the commoneft proftitutes, but, 
by way of refining his pleafure, he infills 
on making nobly drunk the cafual partner 
of his bed. An amiable woman, whom he 
early married, has funk the vi&im of that 
ihame and anxiety which (he felt in being 
connefted with fo fhamelefs a debauchee* 
That his intelle£ts are as weak as his morals 
are vitiated, may be judged firom the fol- 
lowing ftory. He invited to breakfaft one of 
thofe dependents, who will condefcend to be 
the butt of a Lord, to enjoy the good things 
of his tabled Previous to his arrival a ftrong 
purgative had been mixed with the choco- 
late, and his gueft, after having partaken 
plentifully of this potion, was innocently 
prevailed on by the lady of the houfe 
to waftx it down with a few cups of tea. 
When his Lordftiip imagined the feafon of 
O operation 
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operation was drawing nigh, he quitted the 
room, locked the doors, and left his wife 
and friend unfufpicious of the project 
which was formed againfl them. 

In a fhort time, however, the latter wa« 
feized with a preffing neceflity to quit the 
room ; but he found, to his utter aftonifh- 
ititnt and difmay, the doors locked. HU 
diftrefs was extreme — there was not a clofet 
to receive, nor a fcreen to hide him ; and 
the lady, who eould not at firft comprehend 
the caufe of his confufion, becam^ in a 
fliort time equally confufed herfelf by the 
ceremony that explained it. 

To force the locks was impoffible ; and 
to break through double doors was not prac- 
ticable. In ihort, there was no other me- 
thod of efcapc, than by directing the fer- 
vaats through the key-hole, to fix a ladder 
to the window. Before, however, this ar- 
rangement could take place, a fcene was 
aded too indelicate to be defcribed ; while 
the amiaWe and decent nobleman who oc- 
cafioned it was diverting himfelf and his 
companions at a neighbouring coffee-houfe, 
with the iituation in which he had left his 

lady 
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Udj and his friend. Yet this m»n has not 
only been readily admitted a member of the 
Whig Club, but his name in that fociety has 
been propofed as a toaft, and has been re« 
ceived with loud marks of approbation ; a 
proper tribute to that patriotic fpirit which 
expofes him to inceffant intoxication ; and 
not unfrequently conducts him in a morn» 
ing ftaggering through the ftreets under the 
debauch of the preceding evening. 



Sir W. M R 



Was once the opponent of L— dG ■ ■ y ^ 
to reprefent the city of York. But fo full 
of verfatility are the times, that they are now 
the amicable members of the fame political 
dub, which feems, like Noah's ark, to i^e- ' 
ceive all kinds of beafts. Sir W * m 

entered early into the dragoons ; but the 
charms of a daughter of the late H. S — t, 
whofe eccentricities we have already noticed, 
induced him to quit the fields of Mars» for 
thofc of Venus. He has for fome years 
receded from the rites of the latter to attach 
O 2 himfclf 
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himfelf to thofe of Bacchus; and when 
wanned with a bottle, he does not liefitate 

to declare, " That Lady M r, though a 

" charming woman, is cold.'* No wonder 
that any woman fliould be to an habitual 
fot, whofe only praife is, that he can walk 
off with five bottles. Yet there is another 
reafon affigned for Lady M- r's indiffer- 
ence to the carefTes of Sir William ; and by 

thofe who are intimate at N n^ fhe is 

fuppofed to be a formidable rival to Mrs, 

D r for the affeSions of Mifs F n. 

The mediocrity of Sir William M r's 

underftanding renders him more fit to be 
led than to lead ; and his vanity is not in- 
fenfible of the pooreft of all diftin£tions, 
that of being one of the ftewards of a club, 
compofed of an heterogeneous mixture of 
peers and pUyers, of members of parliament 
and of Ihopkeepers. 



j_H— W N. 

jt 

It is to his connexion with Sir William 
that the Whig Club are indebted for a mem- 
ber. 



ber, of whofe liberality the chief of it has 

h^d fuch ample teftimony. Mr. W n 

is the defcendant of a man whofe reputation 
for wit is eftablifhed in his being the confi- 
dential friend of Sterne, and the author of 
the Crazy Tales, Skelton Caftle, which he 
himfelf intitled Crazy Caftle, was the fcene 
of many a jovial and frolicfome party: 
but the owner of it, though diftinguifhed 
for the brilliancy of his repa}tees, was the 
unfortunate vi£tim of an hypochondriac 
imagination; and, if he fancied the wind was 
in the eaft, would remain for fucceffivc 
weeks in his bed, a prey to imaginary in- 
difpofition. Some of his companions, aware 
of this circumftance, faftened the weather- 
cock by a flender thread, fo that it pointea 
to the weft j and though the wind during 
that time veered about to every quarter. Mil 

H felt none of his ideal complaints. 

No pkrt of his difpofitioA has, however, de- 
fcended to his grandfon, who neither ima- 
gines himfelf an invalid, nor is imagined by 
, his friends a wit. 

- Mr. H-- — was of too fociable a turn to 
4eave behind him any great flore of wealth ; 

Skelton 
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Skclton Caftlc, and the alum works which 
belong to it, \^re his fole property. But it 
is from the notorious Peg W — t— n of eco- 
nomic memory^ that his grandfon derives 
his name and fplendid fortune. 

That lady heaped up wealth with an avi- 
dity that was a difgrace to human nature ; 
ihc denied herfelf the very neceflaries of 1 

life, and literally lived in the moft abject ] 

poverty for fear df being poor. A littld 
while before her death^ fhe was tempted by 
the cheapnefs of them to buy fomc eels ; ' 

ihe tied them up in a cheque handkerchief^ 1 

fecured them, as fhe thought, in her pocket, ] 

and fet off home. In the way fhe flopped to 
call on a lady of her acquaintance; for fordid 
as were the manners, the family and riches ^ 

of Mrs. W -n were a pafTport to the bcfl 

company : , fhe had not long been feated, be- 
fore the lady perceived fomething gliding 
along the carpet, which her fears naturally 
reprefented as a fnake— She fhrieked out, 
and rung the bell in an agony of terror : the 
fervants rufhed in, and flood in equal dif- 
may when the objects of the alarm were 
pointed out j but their apprehenfions 

were 
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were quickly difpelled by Mrs* W— n, 
who acknowledged in thefe fnakes her eels : 
the fervants helped to collect them with avi- 
dity, and having reftored them to her cheque 
handkerchief, fhe fet out in triumph to fecure 
them from a (imilar efcape, in a pie. 

Yet fuch is the vanity of hiiman nature, 
that the defirc of perpetuating her name 
was fuperior even to her avarice ; and, even 
in her life-time, flie transferred fifty thou- 
fand pounds to Mr. H — — , on his ajQTum- 

ing the name and arm-s of W n.' She 

foon after died, bequeathing him upwards 
of two hundred thoufand more. This be- 
queft immediately made him a charader of 
importance j but as his importance is folely 
derived from his property, with fuch friends 
as Meflrs. Fox and Sheridan, it will proba- 
bly not be of long continuance. The former 
gentleman has already received an ample 
proof of his liberality, in a fubfqription of 
five thoufand pounds ; and the latter, after 
a dinner, in which he brought into play all 
the powers of a brilliant imagination^ con- 
trived to borrow as much more. Mn 

W »n, however, is not yet difcouragcd j 

and* 
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and ftill tows, while he has a fhilling icft^ he 
will not ilcfert the good old caufe. 



M L A o T R, 

Mr. W— - — n is nol the only peribn : 

whofe weighty purfe has been found fer* ] 

"viceable to his friends. The gentleman be- 
fore us is the fon of a man who, by his 
economy and his induftry, fbme fkill in ar- 
chitedure, and much of the confidence of \ 

the Duke of G n while minifter, ac- I 

quired, with a tolerably fair chiradler, an j 

immenfe fortune. From the name of M — 1 i 

A o, one might naturally fuppofe it J 

was the intention of this fuccefsful artift to 
have brought up his fon to his own profef- 
fion, and that, believing in the fympathy of 
names, he hoped that he might poflefs the 
genius of the celebrated fculptor after whom 
lie is called : but if fuch were his early views, 
Jhe foon changed them ; and determined, if 

poflible, to make a gentleman of M } i 

A ' -o, by bringing him up to the bar. ; 

Whatever confideration M— — 1 has fince 
5 attained. 
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attained, neither at fchool nor the univerfity 
^ere hi^ talents fuch as claimed attention. 
During his refidence at the latter place, he 
profefled principles far different from his 
prefent ; and it was his frequent expreflion, 
that, fhould he obtain a feat in parliament, 
Mr. Fox fhould not go on as he had done. 
The venality of the eledtors of Poole at 
length indulged him in the wifhed-for op- 
portunity ; burthe only refult of Jiis debut 
in parliament was, that it afforded an op- 
portunity to his then political adverfary Mr. 
S n, by an apt quotation to affix to 

him the defcriptive nick-name of the Chicken, 
which will probably defcend with him to 
the grave. 

^ Soon after the death of -his father, this 
learned gentleman changed his political opi^' 
niohs; and the refufal of an appointment 
to the place of Welch judge has been affign- 
cd as the caufe of his defertion. He now 
lives in the habits of Unreferved intimacy 
with thofe who fo lately made him the ob- 
je£t of their ridicule. But in. a generous 
concern for the public, every fource of pri- 
vate offence mufl be forgotten. And he 
P has 
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has lately diftingui{he4 himfelf as one of 
the moft liberal cotitributors to the ^ifoefe 
of Mr. Fox; We dp oot underftand thsit 
pother his legal knowledge or eloquence have 
jet occafioQed in the breaft of the miniftev^ 
any ^motions of repentance at having loft 
fo valuable a partifan. M-- 1 fti|][ cqn-r 
tinues to fpeak, and flill is heatd without 
reply. It muft, however, be confefTed, that, 
if he is totally without talents for public 
life^ he cultivates many, private virtues. He 
is a good hufband^ and a fincere friend j 
and it was happily obf^ryed by a gentleman 
'vvell acquainted with both, on feeing Mr. 
Fox and Mr. T— :; — r fo frequently together. 

' * ^fi^PP^fi ^^' ^"^ — r '^iilfoon fancy himr * 
^^felfa great Jlattfman and oratory and Mr.^ 
F — X will begin to conceive himfelf an boneji 
domejiic^ man^^ The fociety of the W^S 
Club is howeyer more likely to pervert the 
firft, tl^an \o reform the laft ; and we woul^ 
wifh Mr. T — -r^ tp recoUeCl, between the 
paroxyfms of his patriotifm, that the for^ 
tune he enjoys^ his father in fome meafure 
acquired by the favour pf that govemmept 
which he aijaufes himfelf with airaighing. 

A-rr- — -If 
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N S ft. 



^his gentleman is an inftance that tiot 
dnly the young and inexperienced may be 
the dupes of fuperior convivial and coUo^ 

quial talents. A— ^ n S ■ r was 

originally a petty houfehold broker^ falef- 
man, and undertaken He furnifhed ,the 
living with- little fecond-hand articles, and 
the dead with the laft of all conveniencies^ 
called a coffin. But by perfevering induftry, 
an acute turn of mind, and obliging manners, 
he has rifen by degrees to be the firft au^io- 
neef in the kingdom ; and is almoft univer* 
fally employed to fell the eilates, &c. which 
luxury, folly, caprice, and death transfer 
from one poffeflbr to another. The quan- 
tity of landed property, and other things of 
value, which pais through his hands in the 
courfe of a year, are almoft beyond concep- 
tion; and his profits bear an adequate pro^ 
portion. He long exercifed his profeffioq^ 
with an unfullied reputation; was eleded 
one of the magiftrates of the city ; and look- 
ed forward with no common expeftation 
to become one of its reprefe^tatives. But 
lately a cloud has been call over the luftre 
of his charader ; a difTolution of partnerfhip 
Pa ' has 
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has been produ<flivc of fome Tcry unplea- 
fant accufations ; and Mr. J — -,in publifh- 
ing to the world the injuries that he has 
received, has not hefitated to impute to the 
A n the blackeft injuftice and trea- 
chery, 

Verfed as Mr. S r muft be in all pe- 
cuniary tranfadtions, he" was lately over- 
reached by a perfon, whofe character we^ 
have already given, and who has contrived 
to apply the infinite pleafantry he poflefles, 
in fuch a manner as to make it ftand in the 
ftead of eftate and fortune. After a fump- 
tuous dinner in South-ft;-eet, fucceeded by 
excellent wines, which were recommended 
by the moft brilliant fallies of- wit, he was 
prevailed on to advance a large fum of mo- 
ney upon a colleflion of piftures ; though 
three others of the fame profeffion had been 
perfuaded at different times to make fimilar 
advancements on the fame coUcdion ; for 
' which , after all, the perfon who had origi- 
ginally fold them, had never been paid a 
fingle fhilling. 

The mortification of the A n at the 

fineflc that hajg been pradifed on him, is con- 

fi4erably increafed by finding himfelf reduced 

5 to 
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to bear it in filence. Though his fortune had 
raifedhim to an importance which rendered 
him fit company for the moft opulent mer- 
chants, he has had thcy weaknefs to languifh. 
for the fociety of the weft end of the town. 
As he was too wife to hazard his money and 
reputation on a card or a die, the only 
chance of introduction was through a poli- 
tical channel. He found the oppofition, as 
more defperate in their fortunes, lefs deli- 
cate in their choice of friends, than thofe in 
power ; he accordingly commenced patriot, 
and was eleded a member of the Whig 
Club J sind, though he deeply refents the 
trick that has b^en played him, he dares not 
indulge that refentment by having recourfe 
to a public tribunal of juftice, left he ftiould 
inflict an additional wound on the character 
of one of the leading members of the foci- 
ety he belongs to. 



-N Pl '— R. 



His brother citizen and magiftrate A 

P -r, in a cafe where his intereft is at 

ftake, could not be reftrained by any fuch 

* confi- 



L^ - 
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confidearatiort. With a fmali capital Jke ttf^ 
gift life in a dark oil-fhop ih the neighbour* 
hood of Aldgate. He increafed his fortune 
by marrying a woman who was niece of a 
walher-woman ; and who, from the vulga- 
rity cf hef appearance^ and the meannefs of* 
her drefs, was known by the defcriptive ap-* 
pellatlon of Check Apron Sat. In this fituk- 
tion he remained for upwards of thirty years, 
till by a proper attention to the fmalleft 
gains, and by never fpending an idle farth- 
ing, he had accumulated upwards of thirty 
thouf^nd pounds. His vanity then burft 
out, but without trefpaffing on his econo- 
my : he was a candidate, and attained to the 
higheft city honours; but, in difeharging 
titiem, he retained his primeval fordidnefs^ 
and low-botn manners : the very year of 
his mayoralty was difgraced by a boxing- 
Vtoatch, occafioned by a difpute of a few 
pence about a pot-houfc reckoning. In hii 
amours, he preferved alfo his original tafte ; 
and if he chofe his wife as induftrious from 
the colour of her apron, he feleds his mif- 
treffes as cheap, from having no aprons at 
all, and freqwntly no fhifts* 

He, 
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He, however, belongs to feveral pub« 
tic focieties, as well as to th? Whig 
Club: not induced indeed by any po^ 
Utical principle (for any other principle 
(ban that of fcraping together money he is 
finacquainted with), but by the certainty of 
Satiating his appetite with more and bet* 
%a vi^ua^s and wine at thefe meetings than 
he could have for the fame price at home. 
He is not, however, always content with 
what 14^ ftomacli can contain; and at a cd* 
Jebraied tavern n6ar the Exchange, at an an« 
xuia} feaft which had been inflituted luidei; 
the pretence of charity, but which like nuuiy 
pthers was perverted to the pradice of glut-* 
f ony, an unlucky wag perceived the claw of a 
^wl (licking out of the pockets of the pru« 
dent magiflrate. He thought on fuch a& 
pccafion he might with fafety exert the arts 
pf a Barringtonj and, before the Alderman 
perceived, he had not only plundered him of 
his apqui|ition, but difplayed it in triumph 
pver his head, to the no fmall amufement of 
the company. TTie magiftrate, who is natu- 
rally no very florid orator, was for foroe mir 
|aute$ incapable of uttering a fmgle word ; at 
/ laft 
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laft he rccolledcd that any apology is better 
than none; and (lammered out that he was 
innocent as the babe unborn^ and that the 
leg of the fowl muft either have dropped 
into his pocket through the negligence of 
a waiter, or muft have been conveyed there 
by the malicious addrefs of fome one who 
fat near him. He has, however, been more 
cautious in future ; and the tin pocket," which 
he is once faid to have carried about him for 

the benefit of Mrs. P r, is now reported 

to be laid afide. But the anecdote is not 
yet forgotten ; and by the refpe£table meoa* 
bers of the corporation that he belongs to, 
he is confidered as one of thofe men who 
rife into riches without refpefk, and^ fhould 
he experience a reverfe, would fink into po- 
verty without commiferation. 



Messrs. G — e S — m, and H — y C — e. 

The Britifh merchant fitting in his ac- 
compting-houfe, and arranging the concerns 
of his extenfive coihmerce, is an objeQ:, 
whether we confider him in a political or 
philofophical view, of the firft rcfped and 

con- 
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c6nfide:i;ation^ At the moment that he 
commands the profiuce of the diftant world 
tojflow into his warehoufes, he forwards the 
cultivation of his own country, fets the 
wheel of the Britifli manufadlurer in motion, 
holds the reward of induftry to the adiive, 
and animates, by his encouraging liberality, 
the exertions of genius, while every wind 
that blows ferves to quicken the progrefs of 
his numerous Ihips to fome or other of their 
various deftinations in the different quarters 
of the globe. Is not this man fuperior in 
the eye of reafon and of heaven to the noble 
of a thoufand years, who has received his 
hereditary poffeffions without a fingle effort 
.of his own, and enjoys them, even in the 
moft favourable defcription, under the in* 
fluencc of hereditary pride, elegant paflions, 
or refined luxury ? 

But the charaders before us are not to be 
clafled amon^ thofe by whom the public 
wealth is augmented, general induftry re- 
warded, and growing manufa(9:ures en- 
couraged. The father of Mr. S m was 

^ fugar-refiner, and purfued his bufmefs 
with a diligence that could only be equalled 
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by the avidity with which he hoarded up 
the profits of it. At that\ime the gains of 
the fugar-refiners were immenfe ; and forty 
years perfevering induftry and economy 
were rewarded with a fortune of 200,000 1. 
. l!>uch an immenfe property made no change 
in his manner of living ; his refidence was 
a fmall houfe in a narrow court : and even 
at his death he occupied but twp rooms of 
it, the bedchamber and the parlour ; and of 
the former for many years his fon was the 
partner. 

The fpirit of George difdained fo narrow 
a fcene ; on the death of his father he blazed 
forth a meteor of city fplendour. In his 
horfes, his carriages, his equipages, he vied 
with, and often led the fafhions at the weft 
end of the town. To difplay invention in 
harnefs, or a hammercloth, was the height 
of his ambition ; yet poof as fuch ambition 
muft appear, it had its merits in the eyes of 
thofe on whofe virtues kingdoms are to de- 
pend ; and Mr. S m found himfelf ele- 
vated into an acquaintance with the H — r 

A; 1 to the T e. The connexion 

has not^ however, fo far da?zled his under- 

ftanding 
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ftanding as to make him indifferent to the 
main chance ; and in every gambling or fpe- 
culating tranfadioni he is acknowledged by 
his confederates to be a keen long-headed 
man* Not content with the profits of his 
own bufinefs, he has lately entered into a 
brewery ; but knowing as he is, he has been 
pn this occafion inftruiSted that there are 
myfterips beyond his depth, and which can 
only be attained by a long courfe of applica- 
tion and experience. 



H Y C- 



Is not only the bofom friend of George 

S , but his partner in the new fpecula- 

tion of the brewery ; to engage in this un-^ 
dertaking he relinquiihed connexions in 
the com trade, which by his books were 
proved tp have netted him a clear three , 
thoufand a year. It is the failing of avarice 
frequently to over-jreaqh itfelfj and Mr.' 

C rre begins already to feel the confe- 

quences of having exchanged the fubftance 
0^2 for 



for the fliadow* But the breweiy is not the 
only fcheme he has engaged in ; nor has he 
negleded to attend thofe places where the 
city bucks are invited to get rid in a mo* 
ment of thofe fortunes which their fathers 
had ^accumulated by fucceffive years of care 

and parfimony* Unfortunate H d, 

your father alfo thought his patient induflxy 
and frugality had elHblifhed on a firm bafia 
the profperity of his family ; but your im- 
prudence and levity were artfully and affi-r 
duoufly promoted. You were perfuaded 
that few men could equal you as a whift 
player. Continual parties were made for 
your ruin both in Kent and at the Shake- 
fjpeare : a few months completed the bull- 
nefs ; and the very men who had achieved 
it, and who had Ihared the fpoil, ignomi- 
nioufly expelled your name from the firm^ 
and left you to the difgrace and wretched- 
nefs of bankruptcy. But what chance could 
your feeble youth have with thofe who can 
with juftice vaunt, that after fitting up three 
nights at hard drinking, they can with the 

iam,9 
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fame accuracy calculate every chance of the 
die, as if they were juft rifen from their 
beds ? 

This, indeed, is not the fole boaft of 
Mr. H — y G — — -e ; his name as a pugilift 
ftands prominent : he is reported to put in a 
ftraight blow in a neater manner, than either 
H— y A — n, or Sir T s A ce. 

My evenings all I will with bruifers fpend, 

And Fig the prize-fighter fhall be my bofom friend. 

Yet this man, defpicable as he is both ia 
this charadler and his purfuits, i$ reported to 
nouriih hopes of becoming a reprefentative 
for the city; it is with thiis view both he 
and his friend S m have become mem- 
bers of the Whig Ckb. With that party he 
well knows no exception can be taken to 
morals ; and a gamefter and a boxer bear 
with them fufficient recommendations. How 
different were formerly the candidates for 
that high diftinOion ! men as pure in their 
manners, as they were upright and liberal 
in their commercial tranfadions ; and while 
we are condemned to defcribe the Q — ^s 
said S ■ ■ ■ m s cf the prefent age, we can- 
not 
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not help a figh efcaping on recoUeding the 
Barnards of the paft. 



'D B D. 



This gentleman indeed inherits a name, 
which the city, in the fond partiality of the- 
moment, compared to that of Barnard ; but 
the difference was too great to be long un- 
difcovered ; and that monument which was 
erected to perpetuate his patriotifm, ferves 
only to remind the citizetis. of the unprofit- 
able manner, to which the ijiqney has been 
applied. > -.. - / 

The prefent Mn R- B--^r-^d, who is a 
relation of the celebrated Alderman, is alfo a 
patriot ; that is, he belongs to the Whig 
Club; and, as the nobleman who introduced 
him into parliament votes in oppofition to the 
minifter, he feels the fame fentiments, and 
is content' by a laconic Aye or No to exr 
prefs his difapprobation of the ruling pow- 
ers. His voice in St. Stephen's chapel has 
indeed Uttle weight j but there is one place 

where 
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where if is liftened to with attention ; and 
in the kitchen he fhines almoft without a 
competitor. 

" In every ufeful art I have a (hare. 
But my top talent is a bill of fare. 
Sir- loins and rumps of beef oftend my eyes, 
Pleas'd with frogs fricafee'd and cock's-comb pics. 
Di(hes I choofc, the' little, yet genteel, 
Snails (he iirft courfe, and peepers crown the meal. 
Pigs' heads with hair on much my fancy pleafe, 
I love young cauliflowers if ftewM in cheefo. 
And give ten guineas for a pint of peas. 

His connexions with the Weft-Indies 
enabled him to procure with eafe thofe 
delicacies which the weftern world has in- 
troduced into Europe; and when a fleet 
arrived, inftead of enquirihg after rum, clay 
fugars, and mufcavadoes, his firft queftion 
was, what number of turtles were configned 
to him, 4nd how they had borne the voy- 
age. Some commercial arrangements, which 
he has been obliged of late, years to make; 
have curtailed the luxury of his table ; and 
he xnow fhines " fhorn of his beams ;" but 
his criticifms as a bon-vivant are ftill heard 
with refpedl j and his fuperior judgment in 
diftinguifhing the niceft morfels is ftill aU 
3 lowed : 
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lowed. Too genteel to marry, like the mt^ 
jority of his aflbciates he keeps a lady, who is 
endowed with almoft as exquifite a tafte as 
himfelf ; and though his entiertainments are 
no longer either frequent or fumptuous, the 
chofen few who are admitted confefs in 
the choice and arrangement of the difhes the 
hand of a matter. 



J, B. C H. 



Though Mr. C h blazes a meteor of 

, the firft fplendour at the weft end of the 
town, h? re]u(3:antly dates his origin from 
the city ; but he would willingly expunge 
from his life that part which he fpent eaft of 
Temple Bar. He commenced his career 
with a fmall fortune, and a confiderable 
(hare of fhrewdnefs and effrontery. The 
flow gains of a tradefman were defpifed by 
his afpiring genius; and he determined 
either rapidly to rife into opulence, or to' 
reduce himfelf to bankruptcy: he attained 
tiiiC latter alternative ; and after feveral morn- 
ings fpeat unfucccisfuUy at the Stock Ex- 
change, 
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change, and as many nights pafled equally 

unpropitioufly at A ni cofFee-houfe, in 

F — t-ftreet, he found hinifelf a confiderabJe 
funv worfe than nothing. In this fituation 
he determined to fave government the ex- 
pence of tranfporting him to America ; and 
with what little he could fcrape together, he 
embarked for New York, leaving his cre- 
ditors to lament their credulity.. 

He arrived in the colonies at the moment 
when the impolitic meafures of Lord North 
had kindled a flame which the beft blood of 
Britain wa$ lavilhed to extinguifh. To a 
defperate man any revolution muft be ad- 
vantageous. A fluent tongue, and an iln- 
bliiflbing countenance, ferved him in the 
place of more extenfiv^ talents. He was 
not cautious in afperfmg'that niother coun- 
try from which he deemed himfelf for ever 
exiled. The boldnefs of his language in- 
troduced him to the acquaintance and the 
table of General Schuyler ; he availed him- 
. felf of the weaknefs of the daughter of that 
oflScer to obtain her affedions; and Schuyler 
himfelf, involved in a contefl:, to the event 
of which he looked forward rather with 
R appre- 
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apprehenfion than with hope, did not fuffer ' 
himfelf long to be importuned for his 
confent,, 

It now became the intereft of the General 
to pufh that of his fon-in-law ; and he re^ 
commendfed him as an ufeful man to be em- 
ployed in fupplying the troops with pro- 
vifions.' No caution was neceflary to him 
who had nothing to lofe ; and Mr, C — — 
not only entered into large contra<3:s, which 
the General's' credit enabled him to fulfil, 
but bfecame an immenfe fjoeculator in the 
paper currency* 

As the ftruggle daily inclined to the fide 
of America Mr. C advanced in import- 
ance, and launched into more extenfive 
projeds ; and when the court of Verfailles 
threw, off the malk, and figned eventually 
its own fate by efpoufing the part of the co- 

loniftsy Mr. C- h had influence to obtain 

the fituation of CommifTary to the French 
army. He did not negled the opportuni- 
ties that offered of exerting his talents i» a 
profeffion, that is a myflery of iniquity too 
complicated to be unravelled, too black to 
be conceived but upon experience j fuffice 

it 
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it to fay, that his cupidity feemed to aug- 
ment in proportion to his acquifitions j and 
the hope that he began to entertain, from the 
probability of a fpeedy peace, of returning 
again in fplendour to a country which he fo 
lately quitted in difgrace and indigence, 
added double keennefs to his natural propen- 
fity to extortion. 

The long-wiflaed moment at length ar- 
rived.; the ftrength of Great Britain was 
exhaufted in the long ftruggle ; and her re- 
bellious fons triumphed over a parent who 
had too tenderly cherifhed them. A general 
amncfty was paffed ; and all offences, by the 
policy or clemency of the Britifh govern- 
ment, were buried in oblivion. Mr. C — h 
feized the advantage of it; he applied him- 
felf afliduoufly to reduce to order his various 
concerns ; and within a few months after 
the definitive treaty was figned he embarked 
for England with a fortune of ninety thou- 
fand pounds. 

He landed in his native country with views 

and fentiments far different from thofe with 

which he quitted it. He w^as careful to 

{hun thofe who had known him as the hum- 

R 2 ble 
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ble tradefman, and indigent bankrupt. With 
a difgraceful reluftance he parted with a 
fmall portion -of his immenfe wealth, fcan-^ 
tily to reimburfe a few hundreds that he had 
borrowed before his departure, and to fatif- 
fy fome claims at play which he had left 
.unpaid ; but the bulk of his creditors had 
figned his certificate, and could make no 
legal demand J and the honour of a game- 
fter is fuperior to every tranfadiion but what 
regards the gaming-table. 

His former companions at A-^ n's 

were^ now pafled by unnoticed ; or at the 
bed only honoured by a diftant bow. An 
elegant villa near Windfor, and a town 
houfe in Sackville-ftreet, were imtnediately 
purchafed ; his entertainments vied in pro- 
digality with thofe of the moft opulent no- 
bility j public breakfafts and fetes-cham- 
petres were given ; and were rendered more 

celebrated by the prefence of the H r 

A-— ^ — : — t. He defpifed the honeft partner 
of his bed, whofe fond partiality had been 
the bafis on which his fortune had been 
credled; he fupported in the moft fplendid 
■ftyle a pradifed courtefan, whofe meretri- 
cious 
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cious fkill once extorted the praife of fiiperi- 
ority from old Q3-, and whofe extravagance 
had confiderably deranged the finances of a 
young Earl ; he was elected a member of 
Brookes's, of Payne's, and of the Whig Club; 
and this man, who had aded as commiflary 
to the old and open enemies of his country, 
who ought to have fhunned infamy in ob- 
fcurity, had not only the affurance to fix his . 
refidence clofe to that^of the fovereign, againft 
whom he had taken fo adive a pan, but car- 
ried his wanton infolence to the height of 
declaring his intention of offering himfelf 
as reprefentative for the borough of Wind- 
for. Windfor indeed was loft — but Wen- 
dover was more compliant ; and Mr. C-"h 
cannot fail of being an advocate for a par- 
liamentary reform, when he is fenfible that 
the gold acquired in the hoftile fervice of 
France, procured him a feat for an Englifh 
borough. 

Large as the fum of ninety thoufand 
pounds is, we are fenfible that it is not in- 
exhauftible ; and the numerous demands 
which feemed daily to increafe on Mr. 
C ■ h\ purfe, feemed to promife a fpeedy 

period 
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period to it. But while ading as com- 
iniflary with the French army, it was not 
only the providing for the troops that occu- 
pied his attention ; and he was careful to 
provide in future for himfelf, by diligently 
ftudying the whole art of play. Under 
fuch mafters his native genius rapidly ad- 
vanced ; and he foon became celebrated for 
that fineffe at every game, for which the 
French have been fo long diftinguiflied. 
What he learned in the French camp he 
fuccefsfully pradifed in London ; and adroit 
as Mr. St — pn — y is at piquet and back- 
gammon, he found in Mr. C h an ad- 

verfary who left him nothing to vaunt of. 

It is at leaft certain that Mr. C h boaft- 

ed, that the firft year that he was admitted 
at Payne's, he clofed his accounts a gainer 
twentynfeven thoufand pounds; and his 
maiden campaign at Brookes's is reported 
to have been fcarce lefs advantageous. 

Yet amidft all thefe fuccefies, amidft hi» 
/enfual enjoyments, and blaze of oftenta- 

tious grandeur, Mr. C h is fuppofed to 

have fome moments of uneafy 're9e£tion. 
He feels that he may be envied without 

being 
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being eftcemed ; that he may extort the ad- 
miration of the weak and profligate, but that 
he cannot command the approbation of the 
good and confiderate. The bankrupt is not 
forgotten in the fenator; nor the French 
commiflary in the Englifh patriot; and it 
is plain to be peuceived, that, notwithftanding 
his riches, the worthy part of his country- 
men, are more feled: in the choice of their 
company, than the Whig Club are in their 
members. 



Mr. A iN S GE. 

Though this gentleman docs not draw 
his origin from the city, he has entered into 
a clofe connection with it. Defccndcd from 
an ancient family in Kent,, and introduced 
into. life with the advantage of a good eftate, 
he early captivated a lady, whofe declining 
health threatened a fpeedy termination to her 

exiftence. As Mifs B n was entitled to 

a fortune of upwards of one hundred thou- 
(and pounds, it was as much the intereft of 
her relations to defer the marriage, as it was 

that 
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that of Mr. S— ge to haften it. The former 
reprefented, that though no objedtions could 
be urged either to the charafter or fituation 
of the objedt of her choice, yet a regard for 
herfelf ought to induce her to wait until 
her health was more firmly eftablifhed : the 
latter painted the ardour of his paffion, which 
could brook no delay; love feconded his 
arguments ; the lady declared to her morti- 
fied relations, that Jhe could live no longer 
without her dear colonel *• Her defires were 

. gratified ; but in the nuptial bed (he found 
her grave, and expired in lefs than a twelve- 
month J but fuch was her gratitude for the 
pleafures that fhe had tailed, that fhc re- 
warded the fhort fervices of Mr. S ge 

with the whole of her fortune, which her 
relations had prevailed on her, with a fruit- 

N lefs care, to referve in her own difpofal. 
, The ample legacy might in fome meafure 

confole Mr. S for his connubial lofs; 

and confiding in his good fortune, h6 foon 
after led to the altar of Hymen, a young 
lady from the city, who had more beauty, 
hut much lefs fortune, and even much left 
♦ Mr. Sawbridge is a Colonel in the Kcntifli militia. 

6 fenfe, 
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(enfc, than his former lady,. But the con- 
ftitutioa of this Udy has proved fuperior to 
every attack ; and the voice of fcandal has 
made no more impreffion upon her mind, 
than has a courfe of inceflkijt diflipatioij 
upon her body* 

Pert and pretty, vain and gay^ 
S g c {impers life away. 

It was not until fhe was far advanced 
in life that her vanity taught her to afpire 
to the conqueft of the obferved of all ob^ 
fervcrs. The fetters that fhe, however, im-.. 
pofed on royalty, were eafily broken j ^nd 
a frolic preceded the rupture, which at once 
amufed and fcandalifed the fafliionable cir« 
cles. For an offence in love fhe was* tried 
and condemned by her royal lover j who 
inflided on her himfelf, and not in private, 
the fame pofterior punifhment to which fhe 
had been more frequently expofed while at 
fchooL 

The knowledge 6f fuch levities could not 

entirely efcape the ears of Mr. S-^ ge ; 

hut he probably thought, like the prefent 
S C— c-r 
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C — c — r of Ireland, ivho, when Lord 
W — tm— h complained to him of the infi- 
delity of his wife (the C — c — r's niece), 
honeftly exclaimed, " Say nothing about it^ 
my dear friend^ for by G — d we are all in 

the fame cafe!'- If Mr. S ge's real 

indifference is not equal to that of Lord 

F — G n'sjj he at leaft pr^ferves thp ap- 

pearance ojf it j and the paffion of love fecms 
abforbed by two others, politics and play. 

Into the firft pradice he was initiated by 
a man, who, haying by a licentious purfuit 
of every thing called plcafurc wafted his 
fortune, was driven to the defpicabje necef- 
iity of proftituting hij extraordin;ary talents 
to any purpoTe that might promif? to re- 
trieve his' affairs. Being difapppinted in his. 
expectations from adminiftration, he immc- 
xliately gave vient to his refentment in a, 
pamphlet, which was written with fucli 
•pointed farcafm and force of ridicule as to, 
draw down upon him the indignation of 
thofe in power. A general warrant was 
accordingly granted againft him ; under the 
^iuthority of which his locks were broke; 

open, 
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cpen^ his fecrets explored^ and he iiimfetf 
dragged to prifon. 

This inftance of oppreflioii t^ras of real ad- 
Vantage to him J as foon as the caufe of his 
imprifohmeixt was made known, the pdpu* 
lace took fire, and made his caufe their own; 
They looked on him as a martyr to liberty ; 
they infulted all government, and commit^.^ 
ted excefles every hour, more illegal, and 
more dangerous to liberty than that of which 
they complained j and when he was after- 
Wards reftored tb freedom, imagining theits 
depended upon his^ they paid his debts to a 
confidefable amount: he Was returned to 
parliament by great majorities; atid rofe 
through the quickened gradations of inferior 
office, to the chief magiftracy of the metro* 
polisi 

But when this .ffirange fury of the people 
begah to fubfide, and their reafon recovered . 
Its ufual ftate of tranquil reflefkidnj the idol 
appeared no longer wdrthy of the idolatry* 
The malk of patriotifni no longer, hid the 
lurking form of felf-intereft ; and he was diQ^ 
dining faft into neglect and poverty/ whett 
the death of his parliamehtaty colleague oc^ 
$2 cafioned 
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caiioncd lomc popular circumftances which 
brought him for a moment to fomething of 
his former importance ; ^hd he did not fail 
to employ the fortunate occafion to his ad-' 
vantage, A popular lucrative office at this 
time became vacant, tvhich he was eledled 
to fill ; and as he executes it with attention 
and fidelity, he , will, probably, enjoy it to 
the end of his days. They indeed are now 
drawing nigh to a period, that his enter- 
prifitig fpirit, and wonderful fertility of re-^ 
fourcc, will not enable him to protradt. 

Though mankind have long known the 
fecret of his chara£ler, yet as he has been 
the inftrument of fome public good, and has 
at times feverely fuflercd for the caufe he 
efpojifed, they in general confider him with 
a, kind of friendly complacency,' and are 
rather difpofcd to promote than oppofe the 
prefent fiipport of his declining life ; while 
he, houfed as it were from the ftorm, re- 
gards the people whom he has duped, with 
fentiments of gratitude, rather than thofe of 
contempt, 

' It was Mn W s that firft introduced 

Mr. S :g€ into the practice of politics; 

but 
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l>ut in the theory, he had early made a rapid 
progrefs under the aufpices of his fifter, the 

once celebrated Mrs. M y, and the now 

Icarce lefs celebrated Mrs. G- — jpi. His 
fancy eagerly embraced the frantic fyfiem 
that has been iince realized by France ; and 
amidft the tranquil bleflings of a limited 
monarchy, he lapguifhed for the bloody- 
turbulence of a pure democracy. It was 
©n the madnefs of the mob thirhe afpired to 
immortality ; and when the influence of 
Mr. W— — s^on the though tlefs multitude 
procured him to be returned as one of the 
members for the capital, he fondly believed 
the moment was arrived, which was to con- 
found every diftindtion, but that which 
would accompany his own patriotifm, in his, 
much-loved equality. He unfortunately 
miftook the phrenfy of elocution for the in- 
Ipiration ; and axes and fcafFolds were con-^ 
tinually thundered in the ears of the mini- 
fter. But his lofty hopes were in a moment 
crufhed by the defertion of his chief; the 
vifions of a republic have gradually receded 
from his fight; he, however, ftiir lives in 
hope, though hitherto he has been the flave 
'7 o£ 
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of iriceflant difappointment ; aiici aftei* tiva 
lAg beheld the total difperfion of the Bill of 
tiigbts Merij he feels more acutely the latd 
ominous and mortifying feceffion from thd 
Whig Club. 

The reputation that Mn S ge has not 

been able to acquire as an orator, he has 
attained as a wfiift player ; and not only the 

Duke of B d, but the v^hole club at 

Brookes*s confefs his fuperior Ikill. But 
while the addrefs of Mr. C h at. play- 
has greatly advanced his fortune, the effedt 

it has produced on Mr. S- ge*s has been 

diametrically the reverfe. A few years fince 
the writer of this, on his way to Dover, met 
Mr. S— ge at Sittingbourne, ppfting to town 
with the title-deeds of his eftate^ the whole 
amount of which he confefled he had loft in 
one unfuccefsful night* An advantageous 
party with Qeneral S — h at double dumby 
hasen?ibled him to avoid the direct fale of his 
landed property : but he ftill trembles in the 
jaws of ruin, and haij the Angular reputation 
of having loft moft at the very game he un^^ 
derftands beft. Neither age nor infirmities 
have, however^ abated his Jkeennefs for play; 

it 
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it feems to increafe with his maladies, and 
even to have gained the afcend^ncy over his 
once darling purfuit of politics j lince, though 
his fhattered frame, tortured and crippled 
by the gout, does not any longer ^Uow him 
o attend his duty in St. Stephen's chapel, it 
does not prevent him from drudging fucccf- 
five nights at whift in^St. James's-ftreet. 



Lord R— t S r. 



It is to that fcminary in St. James's-ftrcet, 
of private and public virtue, that the eledt of 
the Whig Club repair, to canvafs thofe myfte- 
ries of ftate, which are fecreted from the pro- 
/ fane multitude ; but it is the profitable part of 
politics that alone occupies the attention of 
the noble Lord before us. He and his bro- 
ther Lord Charles fet out with a prudent refo- 
lution to verify the old adage, that half a loaf 
is better than none j confcious how Sender 
their abilities were, ind that all their fuccefs 
muft depend upon the weight of their con- 
nedions, they wifely concluded that the 

M ^h intereft could not extend further 

3 than 
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than a provifion for ope at a time* Thejr 
therefore embraced different fides ; and he 
that was in place agreed to divide his pro- 
fits with hini that was out : it was thu3 a 
matter of indifference to them which fadiiop 
prevailed j and it was thus that firft a feat at 
the adniiralty, and afterwards a Vipe-Trea- 
furerfhip of Ireland, were fhared* Thefe are 
not the only things that thefe two illuftrious 
relatives are fuppdfed to have had in conjh 
tnon ; for in their pleafures, as well as profits, 
they are reported to have confounded all difr 
jmdions. 

The freemen and citizens of Oxford were 
at length tired of being thus rode alternate- 
ly : the Duke had alfo an increafing family ; 
and the prudence of the Duchefs eafily diC- 
covered that children haye a fuperior claicfi 
to brothers. Neither of the npbfe Lprds npvy 
enjoys any pUce under government ; but 
J^ord R — t confoles himfelf for this lofs with 
the more profitable place of croupier at 
Bropkes's. The brother of George Duke 

of M— r-h, M s of B^ d, Earlof 

S d and M h, B n of W n 

^nd S— jge, I^— t of the G r, Lord 

Lieutenant 
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■'Lieutenant said Cuflos Rotulorum of the 

C ty of O rd, &c. &c. &c. dec. is 

CROUPIER at Brookes's; and, for five 
guineas an hour defcends to that which 
the creatures of Bullock, of Phillips, and 
of O'B— ne, undertake for as many (hil- 
lings. Such at leaft is the difinterefted con- 
du6l of this party, that in their impatience? 
to Cgnaiize their ardour for equality, though 
they may be vigilant to preferve the dif- 
tindion of fortune, they are* afliduous in 
levelling their characters with the bafeft of 
mankind. 



L Ch Y. 



If after the numerous proofs that liavc 
been given of this aflertion, any other was 
wanting, it (lands prominent in this noble- 
man. He was born in a rank which might 
have fupported him in every honourable 
purfuit ; but the opening of his youth foon 
blafted every hope of virtue ; and from his 
.firft emerging into manhood, he has not 

T only 
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bnl)r blindly obeyed his paffions, but has 
ftimulated them into every excefs. 

Though he has invariably afted with op- 
pofition, fiich a conduct has not proceeded 
either from any defign of obtruding himfelf 
into office, or from any approbation of 
the principles on which that oppofition is 
founded : he profeffes to abhor from his 
foul every political fyftem under the fun, as 
a jumble of folly and villany, and therefore 
never to have thrown away a thought upon 
them. But afk this hereditary legiflator and 
counfellor of the crown, why he has^conti- 
nually given his vote with thofe out of place ? 
and, if he anfwers fincerely, he muft anfwer. 
It is becaufe they play deepeft. To obtain a 
reputation for elegance in furnifliing a villa, 
©r providing an entertainment, may have 
flattered his vanity; but the two^ubftantial 
paffions that occupy his thoughts by day and 
by night are women and gaming. 

In no inftance are the contradictions in 
human conduct fo ftrongly fhewn, as. in 
that of men to women. He who would lofe 
his life rather than violate the ftrideft prin- 
ciples of honour in bis intercourfe with 
4 another. 
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another man, not. only fcruples not to ftudy 
deceit^ and pradife the blackeil and bafeft 
treacheries againft women ; but will even 
glory in the fuccefs of them when accom- 
plifhed, without Ihewing remorfe in himfelf, 
or meeting reproof from others. 

In thefe purfuits L — Ch— y has oa 
feveral faccefsful occafions proved himfelf 
abfolutely free from every reftraint of prin- 

dple. Mifs N— ^ — d, Mrs, E 1, and 

Mrs. W- ns, have been the well-known 

vidims to his addrefs and fcdudive arts ; if 
numbers more have not been added to the 
lift, it has proceeded rather from the decline, 
GREAT as they are reported to be, of his 
Lord&ip's powers, than of any prudence in 
the fex ; for fuch is the folly of women, 
that the fureft. recomiilendation to their ge- 
neral favour is the fame of having ruined 
numbers of them. 

It was the decline of thofq powers that 
probably induced him to avoid entering the 
lifts any longer with the unbroken maid, and 
to confine himfelf to the arms of a courtefan, 
whofe addrefs in her profeffion France as well 
as England had wiftiefTed, who was ignorant 
T 2 ct 
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of no art, and who fparc no labour to attain 
the moment of ecftafy. dl what vows, what 
tranfports have the manfion in Piccadilly, 
the villa on Epping Foreft, been the fre- 
quent fcenes ! Their pafTion feemed to grow 
with enjoyment, and to be a fatire on the 
fickle tafte of the other amorous voluptua- 
ries of the age. 

6ut it was when their attachment appcar- 
ed moft ftrongly confirmed, that it was fud- 
denly diflblved j and the noble Lord received 
the envied hand of a rich and illuftrious lady, 
whofe perfonal charms at leaft equal her birth 
and fortune ; and who, having rejefted the 
pretenfions of numerous fuitors of her own 
age and rank, in a moment of unfortunate 
curiofity ha3 fubjeded herfelf to the impure 
caprices of a pradifed debauchee, near 
twenty years older than herfelf. But the 
poyelty is worn off; and w^hile fhe acknow- 
Jedges to her confidential niaid her difap- 
pointment, fhe laments how all things are 
liable to be exaggerated by report. 

The charms of Lady C— — y have not 

beep abl? to wean her lyfband from his at- 

T^chment to play. It is a jufl: obfervation, 

that 
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that vices take the deepeft root in weakeft 
minds ; of all iWt paffions which mark the 
charadler of the prefent age, that which runs 
into the moft extravagant and incorrigible 
cxcefe, eveii in the foundeft underftandings, 
is that of gaming ; what havoc then muft 
this fatal prepofleffion make, where, as in 
the prefent inftance, it fcarce meets any 
oppofition from reafon ! Yet his lordfliip, 
though not capable to refift its influence, 
has contrived to draw advantage from that 
which has proved the ruin of fo many. 
We have already mentioned the confidera- 
ble profits of the faro bani;, which he eftia- 
blifhed in conjundion with MefTrs. Fox and 
Hare ; and when the cuUibility of his owri 
countrymen wa« exhaufted, he fought with 
indefatigable induftry new dupes in foreign 
countries. The fecond year after his marriage 
he fixed his refidence at Paris ; and,amidft the 
horrors which convulfed that unhappy capi- 
tal (for it was in the Ipring of the fame year 
that the unfortunate Lewis was dethroned, 
and hi§ faithful guards maffacred), he opened 
a public gaming-table; and, to allure the 
young and thoughtlefs, his lady was even in- 

ftruded 
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finided to appear frequently at it, and en« 
courage, by her example, jhe folly of the 
unwary and the diffipated. 

On his Lordfliip's return to England, he 
refumed his intimacy with his former aflb- 
ciates ; he appeared at the Whig Club, that 
he might avow his fidelity to thofe princi- 
ples to which he is at lead indifferent ; but 
when the chofen few are fummoned to his 
houfe, politics are carefully baniflied from 
theit converfation, the ardour of ambition 
is repreffed, the fighs of patriotifm fmo- 
thered, the burthen of oppreffive taxes be- 
comes light, and all invedives againft mi* 
nifters are fuperfeded by the joys of con- 
vivial fociety. Demireps of fafhion, prb- 
ftitutes of reputation, diaries of the gaming- 
table, and the improving topics of the horfe- 
courfe and the fox-chafe occupy the deep 
difcourfe : 

Till gradual finks their mirth ; their feeble tongues, 
^ Unable to take up the cumbrous word. 
Lie quite diflblv'd. Before their maudlin eyes. 
Seen dim and blue, the double tapers dance, 
J#ike the fun wading thro' the mifty iky. 

LORO 
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Lord M -©• 

This noble Lord fervcs to fwell the cata* 
logue of thofe whofe condud has proved 
that every advantage of birth and fortune 
may be rendered abortive by the want of 
prudence. In an age, whofe refinements 
have taken off every groflhefs, and almoft 
cyery horror of vice, it would require un- 
common virtue to refift its temptations. But 
yet there are fome deviations fo far beyond 
the folly and profligacy even of the prefent 
aera, that they ftill excite furprife ; and in 
the laft century, the marriage of a young 
man of high rank, eafy independence, and 
handfome pcrfdn, with an old worn-out 
proftitute, would have been afcribed to 
witchcraft; in the prefent it is termed 
merely a fqlly. 

' The lady who at fifty-four led to the 
altar this unhappy nobleman before he had 
completed his twenty-fecond year, was the 
daughter of tradefpeople in moderate cir- 
cumftances, 'whofe fqolifh fondnefs, becaufe 
flie was a pretty fmart child, gave her an 

education 
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education above her rank, in hopes of her 
making her fortune by marriage. 

This raifed the vanity natural to the fe- 
male heart fo high, that Ihe defpifed her 
own ftation, and, not being fo fortunate as 
immediately to clirhb to the one (he defired 
by the way fhe propofed, ihe fell an cafy 
vidtim to the firft feducer who promifed it 
in any other. 

Thus the'acGomplifliments by which the 
injudicious tendernefs of her par^ents meant 
to raife her into a rank higher than their 
own, became the caufe of her falling int^ 
that of the loweft of all human beings. 

She who is the miftrefs of a man of fa- 
fhion, in a moment's caprice may link from 
a vis-a-vis to a dunghill; and it was not 
long before this thoughtlefs fair was aban- . 
doned by her feducer, and obliged to have 
recourfe for fubfiftence to promifcuous con- 
neftion — ^To hang on the arm of a young 
lawyer at a public place, one night— to be 
whirled, the next day, in a young merchant's 
phaeton to Epfom races — and, another even- 
ing, to figure with a fmart cockade in the 
green boxes of a playhoufe. It was amidft 

tranfitions 
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tranfitidns, the fortunate lot of Nancy td en- 
gage the attention of a noble Duke, who 
then occupied the firft political fituation in 
the Kngdom, and who^ having lately expe- 
rienced the infidelity of the legal paftnei* of 
his bed, was ready to fupply the void with the 
firft compliant fair one that caught his fancy. 
The miftrefs of the minifter became imme- 
diately the object of univerfal admiration ; 
and thofe, who had flighted her charms 
when they might have purchafed the pot- 
feflion of theni at a guinea, now wondered 
at their blindnefs. A fecond matrimonial 
engagement, however, difmiflTed her from^ 
this fituation : but her fall was gentle ; and 
another Duke fucceeded to her arms. With 
him (he made the tour of Eurbpe ; and re- 
turned fraught with thofe accomplifhments 
which enabled her to enfnare, and legally 
fecure the hand of a peer of Great Britain* 

But her former habits of intrigue were 
too firmly riveted, to be renounced at, tl\e 
altar ; and, foon after attaining her new dig- 
nity, fhe fpread her nets for a third Duke, 
the intimate friend of her hulband. His 
Grace, whofe character we have already 
U . given^ 
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given, was not averfe to a connediion, which 
would be free of dxpence ; fhould it ever 
be dcteftcd^ and even legally refented, he 
knew her former conduit would fcreen him 
from all damages. Their interviews were 
at firft conduded with fome degree of myt 
tery and fecrecy; and an old fervant of 
I^ord M d having obferved his Grace, 
while they were on a vifit at Mr. M — ^1*3 
in Leicefterflxire, defccnd at a very unfea- 
fonable hour the back- (lair-cafe, fent intel- 
ligence of his fufpicions to his matter, who . 
was then abfent, in town. But his Grace 
alfo had noticed the valet, and had early in 
the morning communicated his obfervations 
to his miftrefs. She had inftantly recourfe 
to one of the ftratagems of her old profeC- 
fion: {he in^mediately wrote to her Lord, 
-to acquaint him that his Grace had, in a 
ftate of intoxication, the preceding evening, 
attempted to force open her chamber door ; 
and, when he at lad detifted at her eamefi: 
periiiaftons, he miftook his Way and blun- 
dered down the back ftair-cafe. And as this 
awkward accident might have a fmgular ap- 
pearance to the fervants, flie thought it ex- 
4 UcBaely 
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trerndy proper to iaforai him of it, and to 
know whether Ihe ought not to remove 
from under the fame roof with his. Grace* 

The refpe<aive letters of the Lady and the 
valet reached my Lord by the fame poft^ 
and produced two immediate anfwera* In 
the firft, to his dearly beloved wife, he treat- 
ed his Grace's vifit as a matter of pleafant 
ridicule ; and detired that fhe would con<« 
tinue to receive his noble and worthy friend 
in the fame manner as if nothing had hap- 
pened. In the fecond, he feverely repri- 
xnanded the officious vdet, and declared that 
if ever he fliould prefiime to repeat his "in- 
finuations, he fiiould he difcharged firom 
his fervice. 

• But matters could not long Temaia ia 

this ambiguous fituation ; and his Lordflup 
foon perceived that the fate of Adeon was 
already partly his j indeed, like that hunter 
of antiquity, he not only found himfelf turn- 
ed into a buck, but in a fair way to be de- 
voured by his own hounds. The expence 
of his hunting eftablifliment had greatly in- 
jured his income, when his noble friend 

ftepped in to his relief. Lord M d 
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wanted to borrow, the Duke to lend ; the 
eftate in Eflex afforded him an ample fecu- 
rity, on which he advanced thirty thoufand - 
pounds J but, though he exaded an intereft 
for which many a Jew would have • been 
glad to have fupplied the loan, pne private 
ftipulation preceded the public negociation j 
and it was agreed, that he fhould at all times 
have accefs to her Ladyfhip's chamber, with-^ 
outvhaving recourfe to the back-ftair-cafe. 

This partnerfhip continued fot lomc atn^y 
till all parties becoming tired of it, and the 

aflbciatioh at Q^ ne being diflblved, her 

Ladyihip fet out for Italy to exhibit her 
faded charms and new dignity to the more 
amorous natives of that genial climate; while 
his Lordihip is indufirious to improve that 
celebrity which he has attained to by mar- 
rying a proftitute, by fteeple hunting, riding 
oyer cows, and getting patriotically drunk 
at the Whig Club. 
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G E W N B L. 

This gentkman is a ftriking inftance of 
the difficulty of fliaking off the afcendancy; 
which loofe lafcivious blandifhments and 
fetpale artifice will infenfibly gain over the 
hearts He is the fon of a man who, though 
reputed to poflefs an income of fix thou- 
fand ^ year, has not for many years in "his 
annual expences exceeded three hundred; 
and never but once has been known to ipend 
a (hilling which he could by any means have 
faved* 

Once indeed. Old Johnny G -le, for 

fuch is the familiar appellation that at lip-r 
Wards of threefcorc he is ftill known bj^ 
was caught in a female fnare. He took 
lodgings in a houfe near Weftminfter, where 
an elegant woman, the wife of a clerk in 
one of the public offices, nurfed him with 
moft friendly attention during a fevere fit 
of the gout. Even at his advanced period 
of life, Johnny was not infenfible to the 
touch pf a fpft hand : the lady was equally, 
inflamed on her part by the well-known 

(IrengtH 
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llrcngth of Johnny's purfe. Her extrava- 
gance had already confined her huiband to 
the walls of a prifon, and Johnny became 
licr open prote<flor: another houfe was 
taken and furnifhed with an elegance that 
made the acquaintance of the old gen- 
tleman tremble for his intelleds. He yet 
endeavoured to prefer ve myftery and regu- 
larity ia this eftabliihmeht* He was ftiU 
confidered as a boarder ; and the lady was al- 
lowed weekly an ample fum for domeftic ex- 
pences ; but what ought to have been appro- 
priated to the butcher and the baker, found 
its way to the milliner and the mantua-r 
maker; aad when at length the connexion 
was diflblved, and the lady embarked to feek 
her fortune in the Eaft, Johnny was ar- 
rpfted for feveral hundred pounds, the debts 
which his fair had contraded for the table, 
and which, after fome hours ia a fpunging- 
Jjoufe, he reludlantly confcnted to pay» 

His fon fet out in the world, to ufe a fa^ 
Ciionable phrafe, with a mone liberal notion 
pf things. From his father he could not 
cxpe<5t a very ample allowance ; but the 
partiality of twp kinfmen has enabled him 

tQ 
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to indulge his appetite at the mod profufe 
expence. His quick trandtion from the 
name of G— e to W — — n, and thence to 

B 1, was produSive of a bon-mot from 

the late Sir George Saville, who moved in 
the Houfe^ that the gentleman might hare 
liberty to change his name as often as he 
pieafed. He early married a Lady who was 
a near relation, and a namefake of his own ; 
and, could beauty, fenfe,and difcretion fix the 
depraved tafte of man, that lady would not 
now have reafon to lament her hufband's 
infidelity. 

But it was his misfortune, after enjoying 
fome years of domeftic felicity, to be ftruck 
at a place of public entertainment, with the 
voice and appearance of one of the female 
performers. The beauties of fuch perfons^ 
as well as their talents, are too often venal : 
and Mrs, B -^n had long given con- 
vincing proof that chaftity was not her forte. 

The latt Duke of R d himfelf, while 

v y of I d, with half his fuite, had 

fmarted from the liberal manner in which flic 
had difpenfed her favours. As the large in* 
come of Mr« B«— ~1 enabled him to c6urt 

Mrs, 
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Mts. B n as Jupiter courted Danae, he 

Was foon fucceisful ; and, fafhion, if not al>- 
folutely juftifying fuch indulgences, at leaft 
making them pafs uncenfured, he received 
her publicly as his miftrefs. When a wo- 
man of this caft once gets admiflion into a 
man's heart, fhe leaves no artifice untried to 
gain the abfolute dominion of it ; and Mrs, 

B — n, by her infinuating addrefs, foon 

improved the influence of her charms to 
/iich a degree as to have the moll difgrace- 
ful afcendancy over her votary. 

Mrs. B— — 1 foon learned, from thofc 
good-natured friends with which this town 
abounds, the infidelity and fatal fafcination 
c^f her hulband. She was determined that 
he fhould not at leaft vindicate his defertion 
of her by pleading her reproaches— She 
kept her forrows within her own bofom ; ; 

She pin*d in thought. 
And with a pale and green-eyed melancholy, | 

She fat like Patience on a monument. 
Smiling at Grief. 1 

j 

But one additibnal drdp will overflow the 

veflfel that is fulL The maid of Mrs. B ^I 

, found 
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found on the dreffing-table of Mr. B^^ 1, 

a portrait of that gentleman, richly orna- 
. mented with diamonds. She carried it im- 
mediately to her miftrefs, who, after examin- 
ing it with attention, confciouS whom it wa$ 
deftined for, only faid with a figh, " Return 
it to its place ^ Mary ; it never was intended 
,. for me /'' iand inftantly burft into tears. 

Yet once, and only once, Mr. B — —I 

difplayed an inclination to fhake off his dif- 

graceful flavery, to feel the wrongs of his 

, ^wife, and to break the chains of his Circean 

enchantrefs. While Mrs. B 1 was abfent 

in the country, he had invited Mrs. B vl 

to fup with him at his own houfe in Bruton- 
ftrcjSt. The caprice of the lady induced 
. • her to declare that fhe was determined to 
pafs the night With him in the chamber pe- 
culiarly appropriated to Mrs. B^ 1. The 

man, who by his negled had not hefitated 
to infliia the- fevereft wounds on the peace 
of his wife, was roufed by this wanton in- 
fult ; a quarrel enfued— ^the moft reproach- 
ful language was ufed on both fides— Mrs. 

B ^n retired to her own houfe — and 

X Mr. 
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Mr. B 1 to his bed, determined never to 

renew his unlawful connedlion, 

Th6 next morning he fent his confidential 
valet with a letter to her, intimating his in- 
tention, and promifing to make a liberal 
provifion for her fupport, in addition to the 
immenfe adv?intages fhe gained from the 
ftage. This was a ftroke for which fhe was 
quite unprepared; 'fhe had imagined that 
the tranfient refiftance of her flave would 
have been attended by the moft abjedt fub- 
miflion ; her aftonifhment therefore at read- 
ing fuch a. letter may be eafily conceived : 
but no fooner were the momentary effeds 
of it x)ver, than fhe refolved to try all poffi- 
' ble means to avert the misfortune ; and as 
fhe was free from cjvery attachment of per- 
fbnal regard, that might have made grief 
difturb her mind, her ready genius foon fug- 
gefted the mofl efFcftual one to her. 

She bribed the fervant to a£t a part in 
this important fcene; who, when he re- 
turned to his mafler, reported, that Mrs. 

B n on receiving the letter had fallen> 

into a fit, from which fhe had been with 
difficulty recovered. While Mn B-^ 1 

3 fliU 
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ftill laboured under the impreffion of this 
intelligence, Mrs. B — :— n went to his houfe, 
burft into the room where he was, threw 
herfelf at his fe?t, and embraced his knees^ 
in all the apparent agony of heart which the 
fondeft defpair could didate, and which her 
profeffion had fo well taught her to aflume. 

Mr. B ■ 1 was not proof againft fuch an 
attack ; all his rcfolution vanifhed in an in- 
ftant : he raifed her from the ground, and, 
embracing her tenderly, reftored her to the 
empire of his heart with tenfold authority j 
and fuch was his weaknefsj that at his own 
defire their reconciliation was fealed in the 
very bed that had been the occafion of their 
quarrel. 

He fmce has led a life of amorous fervi- 
tude, as degrading to his own charafter, as 
injurious to the peace of his wife : to avoid 
the fcrutiniziog eye of the public, he Jias 
lately accompanied his fyren to a foreign 
court, where Ihe had entered into engage- 
ments as a vocal performer : a pretence of 
ill health, and that the more genial climate 
of Italy would be of fervice to his conftitu- 
tion, but thinly veils his motive ; while fhe, 
X 2 convinced 
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eo!ivinced that fhe has now faflened hit 
chains too ftrongly ever to be ihaken oflF, 
returns his fondnefs with indifferepce ; and, 
at the very time that fhe is making him a 
dupe to her mercenary defigns^ takes every 
occafion of treating him. with infolence and 
tyranny. 

Some degree of refinement might, how- 
ever, be fuppofcd in the man who attaches 

himfelf to a voice like Mrs. B n's, if it 

is her voice to which he is attached; but 
mufic has not always the power to harmo* 
nize the foul, and foften the manners ; and 
if Mrs. B—- — n fhared his nights, while Mn 

B —1 was in England, his days were 

devoted to Johnfon, Mendoza, and the 
RuflSan ; in fhort, while ,every elegant ac- 
complifliment is neglefiked, it is his pride to 
rival the lowed of majikind in their moft 
brutal exercifes. 
. It is difficult even to guefs what allured 

Mr. B 'I to embark in politics; his ex- 

penfive eledtion at Lancafter, and his after- 
wards relinquifliing the honour of reprefent- 
ing that city, were productive of a bon-mot 
from a man who never before nor fmce 

uttered 
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uttered any thing refembling wit. I bavt 
Ihtelyy faid Mr* B-- — ^1, cut one of my wife 
teeth. -—You cut that toothy replied Lord 

T 1, Ifuppofe\ B; — 1, when you cut for 

JLanca/ier. 

Mr. B- 1 is now the reprefentative fqr 

Carlifle, and member of the Whig Club; 
and when neither the interefting leflbns of 
Johnfon, nor the more interefting voice of 

Mrs. B n have claimed his attention, he 

has lounged dpwn to the houfe to fupport 
Oppofition with an expreflive mdnofyllable» 



Mr. H— y A- — -N. 

As a pugilift, Mr. H y A — --n dif- 

putes the palm with i\4r. B- 1, and even 

with the Duke of H -n ; as an indifferent 

hufband, he is not furpafled by either of 
them. Even on his marriage day he dis- 
played that non-chalance^ which is the pro- 
minent feature of the prefent age of eafe 
and freedom ; and being alkcd by a gen- 
tleman who met him running in his wedding 
drefs, whither he was haftening ; Only to a 

> fparring 
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Jj[>arring match for a lounge. That aiiy 
woman of beauty and fortune fliould throw 
herfelf away on a man fo indifferent to her 
charms, and fo infcnfible to the raptures he 
was on the point of tailing, would appear 
incredible, were it not well known, that our 
women of fafhion qffeSl to prefer thofe who 
fecm to care leaft about them, and who 
treat them with rudenefs, if not with con- 
tempt. 

It is not to be fuppofed that fo fafhionablc 
a man will fuffer politics to difturb that ap- 
pearance of indifference, on which he afpires 
to fame. Mr. A- n probably was a can- 
didate for the Whig Club becaufe it was 
the rage, without enquiring into the prin- 
ciples it avowed, or the fyftem it fupported. 
Should a few more Honourables defert, he 
would perhaps be of the number, unlefs, 
in his pretenfions to fuperior indolence, he 
ihould declare the erafing his name too 
much trouble for a gentleman to take. 
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L — D C— N. 

It is the ambition of this young nobleman 

to tread irt the fteps of Mr. H — y A n, 

and his juvenile compeers. He was initiated 
into high life by Mr. C. W— — m ; and for 
fome time he had the diftinguifhed honour 
of fucceeding the Heir Ap — t to the Throne, 
the democratic banker ofj Bruflels, and a 
Jong lift of other worthies, in the merit of 

fupporting the, frail and fair Mrs. H s« 

He had the honour of fupporting the lady, 
but not of keeping her, at leaft to himfelf ; 
for though he maintained the eftablifhment, 

it was his friend C js W m that 

reaped, the pleafure. The certainty of this 
has induced him at length to change the ob- 
jed of his paflion ; and he has now made 
.an arrangement with a common girl of the 
town, who at prefent bears the name of 
F , and whom, with a propriety wor- 
thy of himfelf, he carried with him to the 
late mafquerade of his mother. 

Such a procedure could not, however, 
prove ofFenfive to a lady of fuch liberal 

ideas 
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ideas as the Margravine. Her Reyal High-- 
nefs, with that purity which diftinguifhes 
both her wiflies and her toafts, has declared, 
that her favourite wifli is to have bad a child 
by each man mod celebrated in his pro* 
feffion. No coynels on her fide has de- 
prived her of this gratification; and the 
number and the boldnefs of her attempts 
mi(ft at lead be acknowledged* 

If the wifli arofe from a contempt of her 
prefent offspring, and from the hope that 
the virtues of the parents might be tranC- 
mitted to the children, her own fon affords 
a cbnfpicuous proof that fentiments at leaft 
are not hereditary. At a meeting for the 
county of Berks, fuch were the ariftocratic 
ideas of the late Lord C n, that on 

fome interruption he exclaimed j "/ w/7/ 
be heard! I am a Lordf^ Ridiculous as 
foch a pretenfion might appear in an af- 
fembly of freeholders, met to chooie a repre- 
fentative, whence the very rank he pleaded 
ought in fome meafure to have excluded 
. him, it is xiot more fo than the political 
opinions, if they deferve the name of opi- 
nions, of his fon } who, while he profeffes 

himfelf 
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himfelf .an aaive member of tUe Whig 
Club, and aflbciates . with a fadion which 
woyld level every diftiAdion, .has lately 
courted military rank to difplay his valour 
againft thofe wrhofe principle* his club 
openly vindicate. 



L— D F- 



The title of F -■ d once exprefTed every 
virtue, it is now become fynonymous tO 

. every vice ; to rival the licentious B ys 

in vulgar profligacy, to be the bully of a 
brothel, ' the hedor of a tavern, or the, 
keeper of a faro table^.is the higheft. pitch 
to which the ambition of this noble peer 
fpars. Noife and ribaldry, with him, fupply 
the place of wit ; and obfcene fongs are the 
only tribute that he is able to afford hi;s 
party. The flender fortune that defcended 
to him was in a few months exhaufted by 
his thoughtlefs extravagance; nor has his 
honourable project, of proftituting his perfon 
and title in marriage, yet been fuccefsful 
enough to procure him another. But he 
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may be quoted as an example of qualities 
being fometimes hereditary : no mah t\ras 
better verfed than his fathct Colonel L — s 
F— — d C— — y in living at large ; and by 
his wits he long fupported himftlf on the 
credulity of the town. His fon has proved 
himfelf worthy of fo illuftrious a fire ; and 
there is fcarce a livery ftable, or tavern, but 
what he has laid under contribution : yet, 
with this blaftedcharafter^he has been readily 
received as a meniber of the immaculate 
Whig Club. His title ferves to filf up the 
front of battle ; his voice, to fwell a political 
Huzza ; and, in an a£live canvafs for Weft- 
minfter,. his prowefs in the fchool of the 
Ruffian has been difplayed at the h'^ad of a 
mob of patriots ; while he himfelf fqels fome 
fi\tisfadioij in contemplating the congenial 
characters of the club, and thinks his own 
vices aflume a fairer hue from the fombrousr 
complexions of his affociates. 
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Mr. F s. 



Far different motives Have induced Mr. 
"B— — $ to part with fome portion of his Afi- 
-atic gains to procure, himfelf a fe^t in parlia- 
meiit ; a ijialignant' dlfpofitioh, an impla- 
cable fpirit of refentqient, allow him to 
tafte that repofe which the fortune he has ' 
accumulated offers to him. He was born in 
the middling ranks of life, and thovigh't 
himfelf fortunate In being early placed in 
one of the public offices, with a - falary 
of fifty pounds a year ; bis diligence, a 
rapid pen, and a quick turn at calculation, 
pointed him out in this fituation to the late 

Mr. G^ 1; whofe imfneufe concerns with 

the office he was in, rendered it neceffary 
for him to keep well even with the fubordi- 

nate ^lerks. Mr. F s's affiduity in dif- 

patching the buijnefs of Mr. C— t procured 
him frequent invitations to dinner from the 
latter g?ntlenian ; and a perfon far from dif- 
agreeable, and an addrefs fufEciently en- 
gaging, acquired 1^^ ^he affedions of a 
Y 3; fenjalc 
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female relation of that honed and opulent 
army agent. 

The extradtion of Mr. C 1 . is too 

well Ibiown to fuppofe the. lady could boalt 
either much blood or much weahh. The lat- 
ter, h6wever, was fupplied by the liberality 
of Mr. C — ' — t : when he gave his confent 
tb the marriage, he prefented his kinf- 
woman with 2oqol..; and he afterwards 
ufed his influence with fo much effedl with 

the Jate Lord H d, that Mr. F~ $ 

was rapidly promoted to a place of confider- 
ablc emolument. 

In a .ihort time aft^r Mr. C 1 died j 

and not only bequeathed to Mrs. F— — s 

an annuity of 200L a year, but named Mn 

F-^ s as one of his executors. The£rft ufc 

that Mr. F — r-r-s made of this truft, was to 

procure himfelf to be returned to parliament 

for one of Mr. C — t's boroughs j and from 

his entering the houfe,his afcenttohis prefei^t 

ftate of independence was quick and eafy. 
It was at that period that the abuf» 

which had prevailed in the Eaft had attratfjed 

' the notice of the Legiflatute of Gmt -Bii- 

tain ; 
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tain ; aod a new adminiftratloii was formed' 
in hopes of relieving the unhappy Afiatics 
from the mifery they groaned under. Mr 
Haftings was recommended by Iiis long fer-* 
▼kes in that country, and by his reputation 
for integrity, to the high office of Governor 
Ciencral ; but every queftion was to be dei 
cided by a majority of the council, \frhich 
was compofed of himfelf, and four othef 
gentlemen; and it was only when th^ 
foffrages were equal, that he was entitled at 
Governor to the calling vote. Of thefe 

gentlemen G ^1 C ■ ■» g, with the 

rank of fecond in council, held the chief 
military command ; Mr. B — ^11, Who had 
refided from his infancy in India, was api. 

pointed third ; C 1 M n, who had 

diftiiiguifhed himfelf in the former war, Wa» 
named the fourth ; and while the tainifter 
hefitated about a fifth, he was determined 
in favour of Mr. F— - — s, by his defire to 
introduce a particular friend into parliament 
in the place of that gentleman. 

Mr. F s readily confented to refign 

his feat in the houfe, for a more lucrative 
one in thcf Supreme Council j and he who 

had 
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had fo iDng aftcd in theWar-office with moft ^ 
- abjc£l fubferviency to his fuperiors, felt not; 
his pricje woundjed when a. promife w^s. e>c-^ 
ad,edfrom him, that he fhoul4 in every; 
leifpe^a: ijijpUcitly follow the djredipns . o^ 

Q IG ^g.. While, the .G^-rr^i 

Kved Mr. - F— i — s wa3 obliged to behpl(l 

|he goldjBgciharveft of.eaftern. peculatiqa H 

feap^d before (his eyes> .without prefunufxg 

Ipf put in hi^ iicjcle; tbaC feverq integfjty 

which the :G 1 had .pra<aifed hirafel^ 

throughout life, he would not fufFer to be { 

impeached by the rapacity of his depend- i 

erits ; and .Mi". F — -s could only depend 1 

on his ikill at whift to fwell an appointment 
of io,oool. per annunj, This Ikill, howr 
ever, he exerted with furprifmg. fuccefs ; 

and Mr. B 11 felt the effefts of it tp 

fuch a degree that, immenfe as his fortune 
was, he deemed it prudent, after fevera! 
months repeated lofles, to retrench the Ipl^i^ 
dour of his eftablilhment. 

The fuccefSve deaths of G 1 M- ^ 

. and G- > ■■ 1 C g opened at length a 

more extenfive profped to. our impatient 
adventurer ; and from having bee^ the topj, 

* h(5 



( i67 ) 

he beheld himfelf fuddenly elevated into the 
chief of a party, In this ftation he at leaft 
deferved the praife of induftry ; his protefts 
againft the majority became voluminpus; 
and inch was his mortification at being ex- 
cluded from an efficient (hare in the adrni* 
niflration, that he mingled private abufe with 
public invedtive. 

In the warm climate of India the amorous 

paffions of Mr. F s had not remained 

dormant. He had deemed the legal part- 
ner of his bed unworthy to be the partner of 
his |x>wer and fplendour ; and when he em- 
barked for the Eaft, he left Mrs. F s 

to live on the annuity that had been be- 
queathed her iii England. The ready com.- 
pliance of the natives had but tranfient al- 
luren^nts for him ; and he was anxious to 
difplay his addrefs as a man of intrigue. 
There were not wanting jackalls in that ' 
cfountry to hunt down the prey for him ; 

and Mr. B ^, who had formerly been an 

officer, but who had been^ broke for cowar- 
dice, was the ParoUes whom he honoured 
with his confidence. \ 

Mr. G— *t, an adventurer from the Nor- 
2 thern 
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ihtm extremity of Great Britaia to this 
land of promife, had married the daughter 
of a French merchant, not lefs remarkable 
for her beauty, than for that levity, which 
has ever chara£terized the country that fee 
drew her origin from. In Mr. G — t's fa- 
mily Mr. F s was domefticated; and 

the unfufpeding hufbarld looked up with 
gratitude to a man who appeared to efpoufe 
his interefts with an ardour which evea 
firiendihip feldom. difplays. But while Mr. 

F s feemed only to court the converfa- 

tion of the bufbaiid, the induibious ParoUes 
was his aftive agent with the wife; and 
notes hourly delivered in private, explained 
thofe fignificant glances which were dexter-^ 
oufly ftolen in public. When the fair ac- 
knowledged her own weaknefs, and the ir* 
refiftible arguments of her feducer, the cre- 
dulous hufband was difpatched on pretence 
of bufinefs to a diftant fettlement; and in 

his abfence Mr. F- s tafted thofe plea- 

fures, for which he had violated every rite 
pf hofpitality. He was only permitted to 
tafte them — the return of Mn G — t interr 
tupted their guilty joys j and to thofe who 

arc 
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are acqtrainted with the difBcuIty of prefe^V* 
ing privacy amidft the numetotis attendants 
of the Eaft, it will not be futprifitig* that 
Mh F-— - s, 6ri retievi^ing the confreftion, waj^ 
difcbveftitf in a fituatfcyri^svhich put b6th his 
bfaferidfs' antJthe' laJdy's infidfeKty b/eybnd a 

As the injury furpafled the bounds of 
patience, fo did the revenge exceed thofe of 
prudence ; it was from his own arni that 
Mr. G — tfirft fought redrefs; but the de- 
Ipoiler of his domeftic happineis fcreened 
himfelf behind his fuperiot rank, and poor* 
Jy rcfufed to face in the field a man whom 
he had not thought it beneath him to de* 
lude hf every profeffion of friendlhip, while 
he was projedbing the moft deadly wound 
to his peace. Irritated by this refufal, Mr, 
G^— t no longer obferved any meafures, and 

nie6ting Mr. F -s in the ftreet, he drag* 

ged him from his palaiiquih', and it was only 
by the interpofitibn of his Peons, that he was 
prevented from infliding on him that pu- 
niftimient with his cane which he fo richly 
merited. 

Hi^ refentment did not ftop here; and it 
wafi'to the laws of his country that he had 



( I70 > 

tiltimatcly recourfe for fatisfadion. He 

inftituted a fuit againft Mr. F s; and 

though the influence of that gentleman at 
Calcutta waj^.yvell known, and every ocrvc 
was ftrained to procure a fubfervi^nt jury, 
he had the mortification of being ; foimd 
guilty, and fubjedted to a verdi£k of fiyc 
thoufand pounds. 

The unpleafant circumftances that had 
accompanied this adventure, cooled his paf- 
fion for gallantry; and he returned once 
more to his political purfuits. The Supreme 
Council was at that time compofed.of Mr. 

H s and Mr. B U, Mr. F-— -sand 

Mr. W — — r. As the cafting vote was in 
the Governor General, the two former had 
a majority, and in faft compofed the govern- 
ment; the Mahratta war was the general 
objed: of difcuflion and debate. It was at 
this period that the ftate of Mr. B — --11'$ 
health rendered him defirous of returning, 
to Europe ; but he refufed to leave his friend * 
cmbarrafled by thofe Confequences which 
might arife from a fuccefsful oppofition, 
more anxious to impede the meafures of 
the Governor General, than to advance the 
real intereft of the fettlementj He therefore 

declared 
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declared his refolution to ftaj In India at 

any hazard, unlefs Mr. F s would fo- 

lemnly pledge himfelf that he would leave 
the whole condudi of the Mahratta war to 
Mr. Haftings, who was to be folely refpori- 
fible for the fuccefs. Confident in this pro- 

inife, Mr. B 11 embarked ; but the Ihip 

he took his paflage in had fcarcely cleared 
the river, when Mr. F — — s, regardlefs of 
the honour that he had folemnly pledged, 
availed himfelf of his influence over Mr. 

W r, to refcind every refolution which 

had bieen framed at the inftance of Mr. 

H gs, and to reduce the authority of 

the Governor General to a cypher. 

It could not be expeded that a man of a 
Jiigh fpirit, who had been accuftomed to 
uncontrolled power, and whofe very foul 
was wrapt up in the fuccefs of his political 
plan$, could bear with coolnefs an interfe- 
rence which blafted .the profpedts of glory 
and empire that he ardently expeded the 
Britifh arms would attain to. Yet if Mr; 

F s had been aware to what extent he 

would have indulged his honeft indignatiouj^ 

be probably never would have provoked it. 

Za In 
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In ^ public proteft he urged the oppOTtu* 
nity, Tyhen being actually divefted of the 
authority of Governor General, he might 
conlider himfelf as a private man, to rptort 
the afperfions that ha4 been heaped upon 
him ; and this he did with fuch keennef^^ 
and with fuch pointed expreffions,, that hi^ 
adverfaryfound himfelf, by the unanimous 
voice of the fettlement, reduced to the pain-p 
fill alternative of noticing perfonally the re* 
flection^ caft on him, or of t^eiiig hereafter 
excluded frpm fociety. 
. Mr, F-TT — § is not the firf^ man wi^th 
whooi pride has fupplied the place of cou-^ 
rage ; after fpme hefitation he appeared ia 
the field J he fired his pw;n piftol with a 
tremuIou$ hand, and without fuccefs ; and 
received the ball pf his adverfary in his fide. 
The wound was more immediately alarm- 
ing than really dangerous ; the ball was ex* 
traded J and Mr* F — —3 fopn afi:er em,- 
barked for Europe, not fo much w^th an. 
idea of completing his recovery, as to pre- 
pare for the accufation of his antagonift,; 
whofe recall from the admjjiiftration of the 
paft was daily expcded. 



\ 
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la moil bpfoins fuch a rencounter as wc 
have mentioned, generally effaces every trace 

of enmity j but with Mr. F s it feeme4 

only to increafe his nialignity. That he 
might give greater weight to hU i^ve^ives^ 
his firft objefl: on his arrival in England 
was to procure himfelf a feat in parliament} 
jind the Afiatic arguiiients h? macje ufe qf 
with the electors for the borough of Yar- 
mouth, convinced them that he was worthy 
to becom? their reprefcntative. His next 
was clofely to combine himfelf with a fac- 
tion who, in England, had adked the fame 
part as he had done in the Eaft, and. inde- 
fatigably laboured to clog the wheeU of go- 
vernment; thefe received with open arms fo 
worthy a coadjutor, and he was immediately 
elected a member of the Whig Club* 

The arrival of Mn Haftings gave opcix 
ver^ at length to the venom which he had 
been Ipijg colljedling in private ; and fuch 
was his implacable hatred, that he ufed 
every engine to procure himfelf to be chofea. 
the manager of an impeachment againft 
him who had been his honourable adver- 
fary : but the Hqufe of Commons refufed 

to 
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to fanftion a meafure which would have 
fixed an indelible ftain on their own pro* 

ceedings ; and Mr. F r-s has endured the 

mortification of expofing, without gratify- 
ing his malignity. 

He has, however, fince been a£tive in di- 
redting the attacks of the managers: and 
from the nature of the charges, we may 
form a pretty conclufive idea of the difpo- 
fition of him who fuggefted them. The 
politics of Mr. F s have not been con- 
fined to the Eaft ; he has appeared the zea- 
lous champion of the Emprefs of Ruflia, 
and the more zealous advocate for the inde- 
pendence and indivifibility of Poland ; after 
a long Ipeech which he made at the meet- 
ing that was called on the latter occafion, to 
maintain the rights of a great people^ he 
fubfcribed the fum of ten guineas. But 
fuch has been the ridiculous part that his 
_fa<3:ion has invariably adted ; loud in their 
profeffions, but backward in their perform- 
ances, a ready tongue and flow hand charac-^ 
terize them all. 

Since this period Mr. F s has been 

contented to aft a fubordinate part on the 

political 
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politicaHheatre ; he has evea fubmitted to 
the very inferior fundtion of diftributing 
the bills of the great ftate juggler he ads 
under : and at Kingftbn he was aftive in en- 
deavouring to perfuade the inhabitants o£ 
Surry, that they would be more free, were 
they deprived of the freedom of difpofmg of 
their own money as they pleafed. 



Mr. C- y. 



Thofe maxims which Mr. F s labours- 

to enforce by long and heavy arguments, 

Mr. C y claims his province to.recom*-, 

mend by fhort and humorous ftories. -— : 
This gentleman has been called, not unaptly, 
the Joe Miller of the Houfe of Commons ; 
and though the laugh he raifes is frequently 
at his own expence, entrenched in his na- 
tive effrontery, he has never been known , 
to have been guilty of a fingle blufh. A 
bold and fhamelefs affertion, of the falfehood 
of which he is convided, never deters him 
from hazarding a -new one ; and that detec- 
tion which confounds moft men, is pafled off, 

by 
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by hitti With a laugh. His 6)rtune, if pof- 
fible, is inferior to his talents ; and it is only 
to the Whi^ Club that a charafter fo in- 
£nitely below cenfure can give confequence. 



Mr. W' ■ • - YN. 



A pert vivacity, which diftinguifhes every 
thing that this gentleman litters, imprefled 
his fuperiors in rank with an. idea that his 
abilities were of a higher clafs ; and a noble 
Duke, whofe total ignorance in literature 
prevented him difcerning the fhallownefs 
of his dependent, and who was leciire of 
his fubferviency to his defignS, gave him 
his countenance in the city lie'af which he 
refided, and thus procured him a feat in 
piriiament. But his vanity had deceiv- 
ed himfelf as well as hl^ patron ; and he 
found, to both their difappointments, upon 
the very firft trial of his political taleiits, 
that different abilities are requifite to com- 
iriiand the attention of couiitry attornies and 
parfons, and of the Britilh fetiate : fo en- 
tire was his overthrow, and fo extreme his 
5 con- 
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tbnfufioh, that he has never ventured to 
rife in the Houfe again j but haSj in the hu- 
mility of his fubfequent condud, confefled 
his defeat to be complete^ 
^ In. the Whig Club, however^ he ftill 
ventures to harangue; and finds the un- 
derftanding of the tradefmen of Weftmin*. 
fter not many degrees fuperior to thofe of 
H — •— d. On one occafioi; he has indeed 
proved his addrefs'j and, with a fhattered 
and daily decreafing fortune,* he has pre- 
vailed to have his name infcribed in the firm 
of a new banking-houfe ; nor is this the 
firft inftance that we have met with of the 
original intentiopi of franking being per* 
verted to the moft improper ufes. 



J— — E C— KE J B» 

To infringe in the grofleft man;ier the 
eftablilhedJaws of, his country, to receive 
an open and fevere reproof from the feat of 
juftice, and to be condemned to make repa- 
ration for his guilt by a long confinement, 
A a ha$ 
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has been the lot of this^orthy cUcmher of the 
Britifh Legiflature, and of the Whig Cliib* 
Such a difgrace, which might have induced 
moft men to have fhunned fociety, and havje 
fecluded themfelves in folitude from all ob- 
fervation, has had little efFed on Mr. J ■ c 
C — ke J e : he has turried off with a 
laugh a punifhment which has not proved 
injurious to his pocket; and though he 
finds fome few of his old acquaintance fhut 
their doors againft: him, he is convinced 
that the extent of his fortuiie wi!| prove a 
(ufficieiit juftification for him with the bulk 
of mankind, and efpecially with the party 
with which he adls» Nor has he been de- 
ceived in this judgment : for, fince he has 
been ftamped with legal infamy, he has 
been chofen a fteward of the Whig Qub; 
and, encouraged by this diilindion, he pro- 
ceeds to gratify, to the annoyance of hig 
peaceable neighbours, every oppreflive fug- 
geftion of a malignant and litigious dif* 
pofition* 



Ir— » 
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L— D A LE. 

This young nobleman, who has entered 
into oppofition with a hardinefs peculiar 
to himfelf, at a period when the party ha? 
been deferted by fome of the moft illuftrioua 
qharafters of this country, is the fon of a 
man who, by the fond partiality of the 
reigning family, was reftored from the moft 
fevere indigence to opulence and fplendoun 
That poverty which is not the refultof our 
own vices, can never make us really con- 
temptible; but the late Lord A — le had 
Succeeded to a noble inheritance, which his 
induftry at the tavern, the brothel, and the 
gaming table, had diffipated with fuch fuc- 
cefs, that his lady, however incredible the 
affertion may feem, was obliged to remain 
at home from the want of fhoes to go out in. 
While he could gratify his own bafe and 
fenfual appetites, he was indifferent to the 
diftrefs of an amiable wife ; but no fooner 
did he find himfelf reftrained by his em- 
barraflments in his licentious indulgencies, 
than he refolved to make one effort, to enable 
A a 2 him 
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him to purfue his efFeminatc plcafures. At 
the end of a bloody war, he obtained from 

the favour of the late Duke of C- d, to the 

prejudice of many gallant officers who had 
borne the brunt of feven fucceflive cam- 
paigns, and whofe wounds were the un- 
equivocal teftimonies of their fervices, the 
command of the forces which were fent 
againft the Havannah ; and thofe . who 
ferved under him can witnefs, that, how- 
ever backward he might be in fharing 
the danger, it w.as impoffible for any one to 
he more alert in fharing the fpoiL Some 
' inftances of his rapacity and oppreflion werd 
fo notorious, that they became the objeds 
of enquiry in a court of juftice ; and he 
was compelled to difgorge part of his ex-^ 
tqrted wealth. 

Fortunately for hi$ fon, he lived not long 
enough to diffipate the reft : he died when 
the prefent Lord was only an infant of two 
years old ; and the accumulations of a long 
minority will enable him to fupport his 
rank at leaft with decency, if not with fplen-. 
4our, fhould he not unhappily prove the 
vices of his father to be hereditary. But 
' hi§ 



( »8i ) 

his beft friends have been alarmed at bit 
debut in public life ; and his joining a 
finking faiftioh, together with fome indit- 
cretions and excefles which marked him 
at Cambridge, make them look forward to his 
future condud: rather with apprehenfioa 
than with hope. The only motive for his 
cnlifting in the thin phalanx of oppo- 
fition, muft be vanity^ the real fource of ' 
that ambition .iwhich courts danger, and 
plunges with open eyes into deftru£bion, 
however fpecioufly it may be difguifed 
under the pompous, titles of love of glory, 
and regard to the public good, Wha,t there 
is to be vain of in fuch an aflbciation may 
raife fome wonder; but it is to be con- 
fidered, that vanity is never the refult of reat 
.worth ; the falfe glare of public eftimatiou 
rcflefting it from the vileft and moft re- 
proachful objeds. 



L— D G— L— 



■D. 



Amidft the competitors of oppofition for 

returning with ingratitude the favours their 

4 family 
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£tmily have recdved &om the thrdne, there 
are few who can jprefutne to riv^l Lord 
G-^1 — d. The houfe of N— h had long 
been diftinguiQied by a fleady attaqhment to 

that of S 1 ; but the late Lord early 

ftook off evesy hereditary prejudice, and, 
confidering pofleflion as the only title, de- 
voted himfelf to diofe in power. A plia« 
bility of temper, a lively wit, and happy 
talent for reply, fmoothed his afcent to the 
jhigheft offices of the flate; and when the 
Dube of G— ^ — n tranfiently occupied the 
fituation of Firft Lord of the Treafury, Lprd 
N— ih was preferred to the appointment of 
Cihancellor of the Exchequer, with th6 ma- 
nagement of the Houfe of Commons. An 
heavy and ungracefol form was long fup* 
|)ofed to contain a mind buried in thought, 
and intent on the moft profound fpecula*- 
tions ; and while the jovial ftatefman was 
circulating the glafs among his chofen 
friends, the deluded many believed him un- 
ravelling the intricate maze of revenue and 
finance. 

As foon as he had infinuated himfelf into 
the pleafureabje liking of his leader, by an 

unwearied 
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lifiWearied ei:erti6u o£ aK bis pfcyWer$ of 
pleafmg, he diredly proeeedcd with the niceff 
aft to improve that liking irrto an important 
confidence. He watched his every adion, 
tvodrd and look^ till he difcover^d the pe- 
culiar turn of his mind, to 'which he accom-» 
modated his own fo implicitly, that the very 
faculties of his foul feemed only to move by 
the other*^s wilL 

They who are above deceit therafelveS, 
fufpeft it not in others ; that fel^love^ which 
is infeparabk from humanity, waseafiiy im- 
pofed upon by fuch art j his chief liked him- 
fclf in him, and infenfibly came to think 
4li referve unneceifary with one whofe man- 
ners were thofe of a frank and carelefs bcn- 
vivant. It has been an old remark, that the 
leader in, the Houfe of Commons, whatever 
may be apparently his fkuatioi!, is the re^J 
niinifter, as it is from him the inferior paar- 
tifahs of government are obliged to take the 
word; nor was it long before Lord N-^h 
found the truth of this obfervation* He 
was no longer the obfequious creature of 
the Diike ; and, to avoid the difgrace of be- 
ing publicly fupplanted by the minion he 

had 
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had raifed; his' Grace rcfigned the jpoft of 
Firft Lord of the Tr^afury. 

It was immediately occupied by his Lord- 
ihip, who being now elevated above the 
controul of any other' fubjeft, transferred 
his adulation and fubferviency to the mo- 
narch himfelf. He paid his coiirt with fo 
much addrefs^ that he obtained an abfolute 
afcendancy ovct him ; and exercifed it to 
the no fmall detriment of his fovereign's 
glory, and to the almoft abfolute rain of 
the people whom he was chofen to govern: 
he involved the nation in a wide and dif- 
aftrous civil war ; and purfued his pleafuresr 
with ardour, while the kingdoni was reduced 
to the brink of bankruptcy by his negligence. 
The lofs of provinces, the captures^ of fleets 
and armies, \Vere received with a laugh, and 
communicated with a jeft ; nor was it. until 
he found the indignation of the people 
aroufed to fuch a pitch that they would n'o 
longer brook his government, that he be- 
trayed any fymptom of emotion : it was 
then that the tears ftarted from his eyes; 
but they were not extorted by the re- 
collection of the flaughtered .thoufands 

whom 
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whom he had faqrificed in the fruklefs 
conteft J but by the Gertainty that the au- 
thority in which he had fo long revelled 
was drawing to a conelufion. Yet one de- 
claration has thrown fome faint gleam of. 
luftre on his charafter ; his probity at leaft 
was confefled at the expence of his ability ; 
and he was acknowledged by his great 
political adverfary to have been as inca- 
pable of embezzling the public money^ 
as he was incapable of dire<9ing the public 

affairs. 

It was expeded on his refignation, that 

he would immediately have retired from 
public view, to the enjoyment of that Epi- 
curean eafe, in which he feemcd to have 
placed his principal happinefs. Gratitude to 
his fovereign, who had fo long and fo fteadily 
countenanced him, it was concluded would 
have prevented him from embarrafling the 
!mjeafures of government, by joining op- 
pofitibn. But what was the furprife of every 
one, when on a new political revolution 
they Taw him unite with thofe very men^ 
who, while he was in power, had' lavifhed 
on hirix every opprobrious term, that genius 
B b Qpuld 
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could create: with thefe, forgetting every 
benefit that he had received, he formed a 
bond of political ufurpation ; and again 
forcing himfelf into the prefence and coun- 
cils of his king, rendered himfelf equally 
contemptible and odious to every party. 

The advantage he reaped from this a£t of 
ingratitude was but tranfient ; the liame of 
the coalition was echoed with refentment 
- from one extremity of the kingdom to the 
other J he was obliged to retire again from 
office with his new ally ; and the infirmities 
of age and gloom of blindnefs were aggra- 
vated by the unwelcome remembrance of 
the bafenefs of his latter condud:. 

The cares of admlniftration had never 
interrupted for a moment the purfuits of 
pleafure i in his youth he had married a 
lady, whofe large fortune was her fole re- 
commendation ; and whofe ftrong homely 
features bore a near refemblance to his own. 
The real levity of his difpofition prompted 
him to raife a laugh on every occafion ; and 
on being alked at court one day by a 
ftranger, who that ugly woman was^ point- 
ing to Lady N h. She is^ replied he, 

\ my 
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my wife^ and we are reckoned the uglieft 
couple in England. 

. Indeed, having obtained poflcffion of 
what he deemed the moft valuable part of 
her, her fortune, he was perfectly indiffer- 
ent about what became of her perfon ; and 
fought his gratification with every conve- 
nient female whom his influence or purfe 
could allure to his arms. He lived for fome 
time in clofe intimacy with the mafculine 
, lifter of a well- known nabob, and it is fup- 
pofcd his regard for that lady long fup- 
ported her brother in his unexampled pe- ' 
culation and oppreflion in the Eaft. He 
was, however, far from affcding conftancy, 
and fcarcely fecrecy, fince he frequently re- 
ceived the promifcuous objefts of his defires 
at his own houfe. On one of thefe occafioHs 
Xady N — ^h unfortunately met a compliant 
fair one, on the ftair-cafe, as fhe was de- 
fcending from having eafed the amoroug 
minifter's paflion ; but my Lord parried this 
blow with his ufual addrefs ; in a well dit- 
fembled rage he fent for his eldeft fon ; and 
having given him an expreflive wink on his 
entrance,- " George^ George^^ exclaimed he, 
Bb2 ''are 
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M are you not ajhamed to bring common proJlU 
tutes under the roof of your mother ?'* Th« 
hopeful youth liftened to his admonition 
with the appearance of repentance, and de^ 
parted with promifes of being more regular' 
in his Gondud: in future. 

Under fuch a father, and fuch a tutor, no 
wonder that theprogrefs of the prefent Lord 

G d in every fafhionable excefs fhould 

have been rapid and fuccefsfuL Having 
become the vidim of a fatal paflion to play, 
he loft a fum which he had no poflibility of 
paying but by granting poft obits to an im- 
menfe amount. Such a tranfa£tiokn, unlefs by 
public auftion^ is only binding in point of 
honour ; and no fooner was his Lprdfhip, on 
thedeath of his grands-father and father, called 
upon to fulfil his agreement, than h^ declared 
his refolution to abide by the decifion of a 
court of juftice, if the claimants would not 
confent to receive their money again with five 
per cent, intereft. The efFe^s of fuch a me- 
nace were well underftood. The baptized 
Jews of Lombard-ftreet were well acquaint- 
ed with, and had fmarted under the flatutes 
p» tif^ry ; ^^^ with- many a fecret execration 
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on being thtls obliged to diigorge-thiif prey^ 
they fubmitted to the compofition. 

Though few probably pitied the lofers, 
yet when the rifk incurred on fuch an oc* 
eafion is candidly examined^ no one can 
^plaud him who availed himfelf of thft 
laws of his country to fuperfede the obliga^ 
tion« It was previous to this tranfa&ion^ 
And while Mn N — h, that the prefent Lord 
G d had fought and obtained the 

hand of a lady^ who had been tried in, and 
had come forth pure from the fiery ordeal 

of diffipation. Mrs. H t's folliesi her 

breakfafts, her dinners, and her fupper^, 
liave long been the fubjeCt of fiiihionablc 
converfation. At a period of life when moft 
women iiiik into domeflic care<| fhe burit 
forth in a blaze of fplendour and profufion 
on the public j neither her years, her figure 
fwelled by the indulgencies of the table, 
nor five beautiful daughters, who already 
Were mafriageable, were by their prefence a 
fufficient reproach to th6 gaiety and indif^ 
cretions of the mother, or could dieck her 
career. Poor T— — -t, he whp once was the 
lap^og of Mrs. H — b— t, is now funk into 
C c a quiet 



a quiet' hiifband ; and the mercilefs difpofr- 
tion of thefe Jacobin rufHans has induced 
him to renounce the fmart cockade and al- 
luring uniform of the guards-; but there 
was a time when no feaft could have its 
felifh without his ' fmiles, and no mufic 
was confidered fo harmonious as his perfua- 
five whiijpers* At every public place he was 
a conftant attendant ; he was the genius 
who direjSsed her in the fele£don of her 
readings; and the platonic alliance was the 
objed of envy and admiration to his brother 
cnfigns. 

From this defertion, Mrs. H — b — t has 
not fufiered any hew engagements to trouble 
her repofe; and inftead of facrificing to 
Friendihip, fhe is now an affiduous votary at 
the fhrine of Plutus. ^The title of B-k-h-e 
brought an acceffion of dignity without an 
acceffion of fortune j and to fupply the de- 
ficiency of the latter, ihc is liberal in profti- 
tuting the former. Twice a week a public 
faro bank. is kept at her houfe ; and the un- 
fledged enfigns of the guards, the juvenile 
gamblers of fafhion; and inexperience^ vrith 
thofe unfortunate cxiWs from llic rage of 

demo- 
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cfemocracy, whofe flender hoards are not 
totally exhaufted, are invited to contribute 
in a polite way to the eftabliihment of this 
needy Countefs. Such are the refources of 
a woman of fafliion, who boafts the blood 
of the B — t — s, and who, while fhe pradifes 
the moft degrading expedients, afpires to 
the chairaCter of the moft refined delicacy. 

The vites of the mother aflume a darker 
fhade from the virtues of the daughter; 
from the licentious readings that. profaned 
the drawing-room of Mrs. Jl-^b— ^t, Mifs 
H — b — t always withdrew. And the P — e 
of W^ — s pronounced a fevere cenfure on the 
giddy females who buz about the polite cii'- 

cle$, when he declared Mifs H 1 to be 

-the bnly modeft woman of fafhion that he 
was acquainted with. It was in the bloom 
of her youth that this treafure was configned 
to tlie arms of Lord Guildford ; and her be- 
haviour in marriage vindicated the P- ^*s 

judgment. Meek, humane, humble, and 
prudent, fhe could have but one thing to 
reproach herlelf with ; it was, that her con- 
duct was the moft pointed reproof on her 
mother's. Alas ! while I write this fh? is no 

more; 
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more j and it is from refped to hcr^ memory 
that I fully not the paper with the inore than 
frailties of a hnlband, whom with all his 
faults fhe adored. Though the Soraerfet- 
Ihire- eftate is gone, the breach of his word^ 
has faved the oaks and acres at W e ; 

and let him be content with thcfe without 
calling. in new partners, by being the tool 
of a needy find defperate fadion. 

His brother has already felt the confe- 
quences of his ingratitude. While he poC- 
fefled an honourable and lucrative poft in 
the houfehold of the Queen, fuch ,was his 
zea! in the caufe of Mr, F — x, that when 
the carriage of that patriot, on his^ being re- 
turned for Weftminfter, was dragged in tri- 
umph by the niob, he ftood behind it as his 
lacquey ; he was immediately difmifled from 
l;iis office ; and the difmiflal was embittered 
by the farcafm, that though Ker Majefty was 
far from wifhing to controul the. political 
opinions of any one, fhe could not think 
of familiarly admitting into her prefence a 
man who had degraded himfelf to the lla- 
tioA of footman to Mr. Fox. 

^ Mr. 



i 
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Mr. R.H — .T A — ^R 

Is the fon of a man, who has not been leSk 
celebrated for his chururgical fkiil, than for 
the uncommon fuavity of his manners, and 
tht rectitude of his heart. His fon entjcred 
life with every advantage, except, that ci 
fortune, which he could have wiflied. /The 
marriage of his father had allied him to the 
noble families of Ruflel and Keppel; but 
unfortunately for himfelf it was that alliance 
which gave a tindure to his politics. He does 
not ftand indeed a folitary example in the 
Whig Club of men of genius fubijiitting to 
be led, where they ought to lead j and of 
facrificing their own judgment to the in- 
fluence of their connedions. Inftead of 
dedicating his talents to the affiduous pur- 
fuit of a lucrative profeffion, he has devoted 
them to the interefted purpofes of a fadion;^ 
and fome letters which he wrote on the com- 
mercial treaty with France, raifed the efti- 
mation of his powers fo high, that oppofi- 
tion has fpared no arts to retain him in their 
caufe. The promife of a feat in parliament^ 
C c the 



the moft alluring bribe to a young, and ant« 
bitious man, harbeetrmade^ broken, and re^ 
newed j and though he has been frequently 
nfifappoitited, he ftitt continues to dl^g« on 
In the hope* of finaHy recofving die rewsyrd 
of his labors. 

Thoft labours have not Ej^n confined to 
Bis pen ; and when a negpciationwas pending 
bctweenonr coujt and thatof Petcribiirgh, he 
Undertook the honourable miilion of infbxto-, 
ing the Erapre(% how numerous and fteady 
were the friends that (he might rely o»in 
die Britifli parliamenti He went on his 
embafly with a train worthy the ambaffador 
of fuch a party ; and he was efcorted to 
Bmflela by his inde^igable Sultan^ Mrsw 
Benwell, accompanied by her no lefe ch^e 
companion and friend Mrs^ Bewdlen Ms 
reception at Peterfburgh was fuch as might 
have been expected from a Princefe in*- 
different by what means fhe attained her 
citds. But the fatisfedion which the Im-* 
perlal fimlc^ had infpired was abated by 
a difcovery whieh he made on his return t© 
Brufiels ; for fuch had been tibeextravagance 
e£ hk female fncnds, that the jSender purfe 

provided 
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provided by oppofitibn was exhaufted ; and 
before this virtuous trio could quit Bruflei«, 
Mr. A— r was reduced to pledge thie fuperb 
watch which the Emprefs had prefented him, 
as a proof of her gratitude for the trouble he 
had undertaken* 

Neither prodigality nor infidelity has 
influenced him to break the difgraceful 
chains, which be feems to confider as the or- 
nament inftead of the reproach. of his life: 
that life in all probability will not be of long 
duration ; his feeble frame appears unequal 
to the double toil of love and politics ^ an^ 
it is in the grave only that he can hope to 
find repofe frpm the Inceflant claims of 
Mrs, B 1 and Mr. Fox. 



M — — R M-5--^D, 



This gentleman was earljr in life a fuccefsfu} 
candidate for the high?ft military honours'j 
and it is but juftice to acknowledge, that in 
his profeffion he has attained to more than 
common approbation ; but it was his misfor- 
W^rx^ tP be feized with the rage of becoming s^ 
C c ? politician! 



( 196 ) 

j>olitic3an ; and the fatal fever, which reire^ 
with fo much violence in the veins of his 
brother, has been communicated to hinu 
Hence, on every popular motion he is loud 
und {pertinacious in flating the immediate 
calamities, and the bleffings that might be 
hoped for from reform j but as his eloquence 
is mor^ correift, fo is his judgment more 

found than his ■ ■■ — j and in his pane« 

gyrics on the prefent government of France, 

he but (lightly touches on thofe topics, 
0n which — ^ ■ ■ ■ . ' ". . . - fo peifeveringly 
dwells. 



That the contagion of modern patrlotlfm 
Ihould ever have feized Scotland, is a new 
inftance of thofe revolutions in hereditary 
opinions which the prefent sera fcems de^ 
tined to furnifh. Yet extraordinary as the 
fadt is, the flame has blazed mcwre fiercely 
in the cold regions of the oorth, than in 

. ..the 



ifcD warmer climate pf thie fouth^ It h»& not, 
JxQwever, triumphed over the economic diP 
pofiiions of our Highland brethren; nor 

lias even the ardour of ■ ■ preci-*' 

pkated him intp any one action of impru- 

client liberality. "When — — -, he 

purchafed of the late Duke of N-' — ^^d a 

feat fpr one of his Corniftx boroughs; and 
in the agreement, the duration of the parlia* 
ment for which he had purchaied was inad^ 
vcrtently expreffed by the term of feven 
years. When the Parliament was diffolved 

in 1 7S4 by Mr. Pitt, rems^ined 

filent till he was informed the Duke had 
filled up all his feats j and then waited on 
him to requeft that he might be returned as 
before. The Duke expreffed his concern 
that he was engaged. Howl Engaged^ my 
Lord J)ukey when you are under contra^ to 
me for feven years P It was in vain that the 
Duke urged that feven years meant nothing 
more th*n the continuance. of that parlia- 
ment j -^ ■ I . abruptly quitted him, 

with the menace that a court of juftice fliould 
decide between them. His Grace imm^T 
diatdy fent for his confid,ential ft^ward Mr. 
6dby J thejr exftmine4 the gontara^ j turned 

1% 
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it tvttj way ; but ftill the unfortunate ex* 
prefOon of feven years inceflantly recurred. 

They fent to '- to propofe terms 

of accomipodation,^// was his fons affair^ 
was the laconic anfwcr — nor was it until 

after repeated mefla^es, that 

confefated tp a fecond interview, ^here r^- 
mains nothings faid his Grace, in this awk* 
ward iufinefs^ but for ^ me to return you ^ my 
Lor d^ your money j but in the confufion of 
the tranfaiftion, having fold his borough 
&is time for 3,500!. he forgot that he had 

only received 3000L from — i ^ ■ ^ ^ 

and gave his draft for the former fum, ' ■ ■■ 



— — — hurried away to the banker's with- 
out attempting to reftify the error; the 
Duke, left to cool refledion, foon perceived 

it J he wrote to — -^ Hating it, 

but the only anfwer he could obtain was, 
that the affair was very well fettled^ and it 

was beji to leave it there. His Grace was 
too confcious of the embarrafled figure thsut 
he fhould make in the tranfaftion in a court 
of juftice to have recourfe to legal meafures j 

and ^ , after having enjoyed a 

feat iti parliarnent for four years, found him- 
ffl(a gainer of five hundred pounds. 
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Not has this been the fole ocdaTlon cq 
which he has difplayed that rigid attention 
to pecuniary v advantage which he imbibed 
with his native air. With his lady, the 

daughter of ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ of the ^ 

he received the fum of feventy thoufand 
pounds^ with even, ai larger fortune in ex-^ 
pedation. ' His father-in-law wifhed to turn 
out for a few weeks one of his carriage 
horfes j his obliging fon-inJaw offered to 
take <:are of it. But when it was fent for 
back, he had the liberality and confcience td 
make » demand for the keep of it, though 
it was notorious to all his coimtry neigbi^ 
hours, that it had been inceflantly exercifed 
in running in a fmall cart up to tov^n, w^th 
milk, butter, and vegetables for the family 
in ; — fquare. 

It is however the misfortune of avarice to 
overreach itfelf : the temptation of extraor- 
dinary profit was too powerful for the pru- 
dence of ' — ; about a year back 

te difpofed of a very confiderable landed pro- 
perty ; and the large fum that it^ produced, 
is reported to have been remitted to France, 

and 



( 466 ) 

fliid to hate been employed in pilrcka(ing 
the confifcated eftates of the enugrants^ 
and of the church. In fueh a cafe he muft 
have felt feverely the liibfequent decree of 
the Convention, which has extended to the 
property of all foreigners. Perhaps he hopes 
by his zeal for the republic to obtain an , 
exemption from the jgeneral profcription : he 
has, however, iately met with a broad hint 
from Lord G— v— -ej and whatever may 
be his views or hopes, he will in all likeii* 
hood be more cautious in future, both id 
his public harangues at home, and hlspri'Vaie . 
eoire^ondence abroad. 



Mr. A— ^— m* 



. Scotland alfo may boaft to have fent this 
member to the Whig Club j but whatever 
may be the zeal of Mr. A — m in the 
caufe of Mr. Fox, he commenced his poli* 
tical career as the advocate of Lord NorUi| 
and the violent . adverfary of his prefent 
leader ; their differences in the houfe were 
terminated in the field j and the cordiality 

in 
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in wjiich they have lived and a£ted fmce, 
is the heft cenfure on the eternal enmity of 
Mr. F s. 

When the coalition was formed, Mr. 

A m followed the fortune of Lord 

North, and was permitted to tajie the emo- 
luments of office ; with that lord he was . 
alfo turned out ; for, to ufe his lordfhip's ac- 
knowledgment, they were not permitted to 
refigrf. He has fince experienced a frefh 
mortification ; like the dog that renounced 
the fubftance for the fhadow, he gave up 
his feat for Rofs-fhire in the ctirtain hope of 
fucceeding at Banbury : there cannot how- 
ever be a llronger proof how unpopular the 
prefent oppofition are, than that the efta-i 
bliftied intereft of the Norths (hould fail in 
that borough ; and in confequence of the 

defeat, Mn A m is reduced to deplore 

the prejudices of the times in a private 
ftation. 

Before however that he divefted himfelf 
pf his fenatorial capacity, he delivered an 
elaborate fpeech refpefting the proceedings 
of the criminal courts of Scotland in the 
(;afes of Meffrs. Muir and Palmer. The 
Dd chief 
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chief purport of it was to convince the 
Houfe, that feveral eflential forms had been 
violated in the convidion of thofe gentle- 
men; and that the punifhment that their 
imprudence had incurred far exceeded their 
offence : but though this was the objedl of 
his fpeech, the fole effe£t of it was inipreff- 
ing that iaffembly that he was himfelf mife- 
rably ignorant of the laws of that country 
which he had attempted to elucidate and 
reform. ^ 

Whatever may be our opinions of the dan- 
gerous tendency of the writings of Meffrs* 
Muir and Palmer, we cdnfefs that we do not 
feel ourfelVes indifferent to the extent of their 
fentence ; but on no occafion have tv^e ever 
been fenfible of a ftronger indignation at the 
condudt of oppofition than on this. Inftead 
of inftrudling thefe unfortunate men humbly 
to fue for mercy at thd foot of the throne, 
they have encouraged them to demand as 
an a£t of juftice, what can. only be grant- 
ed as an a6k of grace. By a thoufand artful 
flatteries they have confirmed them in their 
fatd obftinacy ; after having ufed them as a 
ladder for their ambition, they have thrown^ 

them 
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them afidc, and abandoned then^, nofmerely 
to indigence and exile, but even left them 
to folitude J. to the fociety of mifcreants, 
whom the moral reditude of their lives 
muft compel them to abhor, though their 
political errors have doomed them to 
mingle with. . And what is the comperifa- 
tion that they will bear with them for fuch 
a lot ? The hope that once or twice a year 
their health, or, if they ate no more, their 
memories, may be toafted by the Whig 
Club. 



M ^D. 



Iterumque Crifpinus ! This is alfo a 
patriot of northern extraction : but it is 
the warmer influence of the eaft that' has 
ripened both his fame and fortune. He has 
himfelf declared in the Houfe the dangers 
he defied, the fatigues he encountered in 
the ferviqe of his country, under a burning 
fun : 

Wherein he fpake of moft difaftrous chances. 
Of moving accidents by flood and field. 

D d 2 But 
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But he has prefervcd a cautiotra filcncc rc- 
fpeding the riches that he has amaffed. It 
18 the remark of one of his countrymen, Mr. 
Hume, that the love of liberty generally 
accompanies property ; and if the remark is 
juft, few men ought to furpafs the noble 
Colonel in his ardour for freedom j yet his 
fentiments have occafionally varied with the 
country that he inhabited ; and this im- 
placable enemy to oppreflion, whofe blood 
boils at the abufes which prevail under the 
reign of a Brunfwick, has pronounced a la- 
boured panegyric on the bleflings arifing 
from the mild government of Tippoo-Saib. 
With that amiable prince he has often be- 
guiled the hours from niidnight till morn^ 
ing ; and from his mouth he has imbibed 
the myfteries of oriental politics and philo- 
fophy. Such a diftindion muft have elated 
the moft humble mind ; yet his is fo far from 
being rendered afluming by it, that he has 
enrolled his name in the Whig-Club, which 
may boaft of having among its members 
the colloquial friend of the King of My- 
forCi 
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C^ L T N. 

Another Colonel fucceeds, whofe ex- 
ploits have eftablifhed him a renown in the 
weft, equal at leaft to that which Colonel 

M ^d has achieved in the eaft. He 

was originally bred to the law ; but his 
fpirit difdained that flow and laborious road 
to fame, and the revolt of the colonics 
afforded him an opportunity of 

*^ Seeking the bubble reputation 
Even in the cannon's mouth.** 

In the caufe of the mother country he 
flew to chaftife her rebellious fons,; and his 
activity recommended him to the notice of 
Lord C s. By that general he was pro- 
moted and trufted in many enterprifes of 
danger and difficulty; and wherever a 
daring hand alone was necefTary, he ac- 
quitted himfelf with credit. But courage is 
the meaneft of all military qualities. And 
on an occafion where a greater force was 
confided to him, and where fuperior ikill 
was requifite, he confirmed by his defeat 

the 
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the fufpicion, that his talents were confined 
to the ftation of a partifan. In his perfonal 
gallantry his country forgot or overlooked 
the fource of his mifcarriage j and on the 
condufion of the peace he was welcomed 
home with the loudefk acclamations. 

But with the war his glories ended : the 
brave foldier degenerated into a vain 
boafter : in every company his own ex- 
ploits were his conftant theme ; and thofe 
who were inclined voluntarily to have paid 
him the tribute of applaufe he merited, 
were fatigued into filent difguft by his endlefs 
repetition. The efteem of the more rigid 
was alienated by the diflipation into which 
lie plunged j race horfes and miftreffes, his 
gaming and high feafting foon exhaufted 
the fpoil of fix fucceffive campaigns ; 
and on the appointment of his former pa- 
tron to the moft important command this 
country can bellow, he caft a lobk of im- 
patience towards the eaft, in the hope of 
rcftoring his fhattered fortunes by the plun- 
der of the rich bariks of the Ganges. 

But that noble Lord, pure in his own 
condua, was determined that thofe who 

accompanied 
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accompanjed him fhould be pure alfo : nor 
would he fufFer the rapacity of a needy de- 
pendant to ftain his reputation for inte- 
grity. The Colonel was mortified by aii 
abfolute refufal : in the refufal was buried 
all remembrance of former obligations ; and, 
that he might record his ingratitude to fu- 
turity, the Colonel publiflied his hiftory of 
the American campaigns, which was an 
open and malignant attack on the military 
condud: and fkill of his benefa<3:or. 

The envenomed (haft rebounded on him- 
felf ; his publication called forth others j a 
feries of letters appeared in one of the public 
papers, written by an officer, who had 
ferved with him in America, and in the 
pontroverfy half his laurels were torn from 
his brow. 

The pecuniary refources he could no longer ^ 
hope to extort by violence from the eaft, it 
wat now his occupation to extrad by ad- 
drefs at homep He reaped a coiriiderable 
harveftfrom engaging his Royal H— fs 

the of ' at tenciis ; and when 

that mine w^s exhaufted, in conjundion 
with Capt H— ~y of the guards, and in 

imitation. 
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imitation of his brother patriots, he e(la« 
blifhed a faro bank at D* Aubigny's. The 
profeffion was, however, over-flocked ; they 
found the expence exceed the profits ; and 
the bank gradually diminifhed, until it be- 
came fo light that a confidential waiter one 
day moved off with it. Though he was 
fortunately Arreflcd, and fourteen hundred 
guinieas, the whole property of the firm, but 
not one which was weight, were recovered ; 
yet the finances of the proprietors only ena- 
bled them to languifh through the fucceeding 
winter, when the corinedion was finally 
difTolved. 

If you will believe the Colonel, his exploits 
inlovehave at leafl equalled his achievements 
in war ; it is his pleafure to relate how ofteny 
and howjirtnly he has flood in the imminent 
breach. To this he could lately call Perdita 
to witnefs ; but that once elegant frail one 
remains now only a melancholy ruin of tier' 
former beauty j and is reduced to beguHe 
hei; hoi|rs, and prop the Coloners tottering 
finances, by weaving novels, and fineering 
fonnets. 

In politics the Colonel has been in(;on-* 
'3 - • fiflency 
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fiftpncy itfelf : we have already obferved, 
that he firft emerged to fame, by the ardour 
that he difplayed againft the revolted co- 
lonifts of America; that ardour was checked 
by no fentiment of compaffion or hu- 
manity; and every advantage was improved 
by a cruel and bloody diligence in purfuit. 
Yet fmce this terror of revolt in America 
has become the advocate of rebellion and 
anarchy in France, he has difcovered that 
the horrors of war ought to be fmoothedby 
all the intercourfe and moderation of civil 
life. He has loudly declared his abhorrence 
of fending forth the emigrants to combat 
with an halter about their neck. We do not 
know what are the general fentiments of 
thofe gentlemen themfelves, but we do not 
perceive what they caii require more than to 
be landed with arms in their hands, that they 
may obtain the fatisfadion of a final flxuggle 
againft their perfecutors ; nor is there any 
reafon wliy they fhould remain here in 
inglorious repofe, to reap that harveft which 
has been fown by the toils, and manured by 
the blood of their brethren in La Vendee 
and Brittany, 

E e " As 
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As the Colonel is a reljpedlable member' 
of the Whig Club^ he has introduced into 
it his brother, the reprefentative for Seaford ; 
but the knowledge of this gentleman, if he 
poffefles indeed any knowledge at all, is 
confined to heraldry ; and thoi<gh he is 
always filent on politics, he fometimes ven- 
tures to Ipeak on genealogies. 



Having beftowed fo much time on the 
Laity, we cannot refufe fome moments to 
one of the Clergy. 

D- K S -L P R 



May boaft the fame extra£lion as Cardinal 
Dubois, and is the fon of a man who united 
the two advantages of praftifing as an apo*- 
thecary, and keeping a boarding- houfe at 
Harrow. It was at that fchool this coloflus 
of Grecian literature received his education; 
hh application early diftinguiflied him ; and 
he was chofen to fupply the vacancy of one 
of the under mafters : from this fituation he 
gradually advanced until he was promoted 
to the peculiar care of the fourth form. At 
this period he had the Angular faculty of 

acquiring 
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acqiriring the affcdlion of the Scholars, 
With the efteem of the head mafter. The 
death of that mafter, Dr. Sumner, which 
promifed to promote, was ultimately fatal 
to hts hopes ; he afpired to be his fuc- 
ceffof ; but the governors thought them-, 
felves juftified in calling Mr. Heath, from 
Eton, to that ftation. The boys were ex- 
afperated at this infult offered to their fa- 
vourite ; a rebellion broke out, which will 
be long remembered at Harrow. It was 
above three weeks before order could' be 
reftored ; and then Mr. P — r retired with 
about fifty of the head boys to Starimore, 
where he opened, a new fchool. 

Though this meafure was countenanced by 
I>o€lor Afkew, and fome few of the Grecian 
friends of the Dodkor, it was far firom being 
generally approved. It was obferved, that 
however the ardour of the boys in favour of 
their preceptor might be amiable, it was 
neither prudent nor decent in him to avail 
hinifelf of it; that it was relaxing the fprings 
of difcipline ; and fan6tioaing that turbulent 
fpirit which has too often difgraced our 
great fchools. 

To the imprudent part of the conduit 
E c 2 ' Mr. 
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Mr. P — r was fooa awakened ; moftof the 
boys who had feceded with him, were a{<- 
proaching the period when they were to re- 
move from fchool to college ; and the in- 
fluence which he even poflefl^d over the 
juniors began to decline : though the fo- 
lemnity of his character was increafed by 
the new dignity of Dodor, to which he wa^ 
admitted about that time at ^Cambridge, it 
could not overawe the fpirit of fadion, which 
beg^n to arife.: A marriage which he con- 
traded with the houfe-keeper of fome ob- 
fcure citizen's widow, added fuel to the 
flame : this wife had been recommended by 
Dodor Afkew, for Sammy was too much 
immei;fed in Greek to look out for one 
for himfelf. Her fordid economy was dif- 
plealing to the boys^ and her cockney 
dialed was grating to the ear of the Dodor; 
he lamented that he had not paid his ad« 
dreiTes to the celebrated Mifs Carter, whom 
he might have courted in Greek ; and flic 
did not condefcend to conceal her vexation 
at having chofen for her bedfellow a pe- 
ndant ic pedagogue, inftead of an Eaft-India 
Captain, who might have brought muflins 
and chintzes. 

* The 



The decline of the fchool at Stanmore ad^. 
monifhed Dr. P — r to quit it; he afterwards , 
tried Golchefter and Norwich, but not with 
more fuccefs. The fame of his learning has, 
indeed, fpread wider and wider ; but with 
his renown his arrogance has increased j 
all his attainments are poifoned by a fa- 
percilious difpofitionjalefs compliment thao 
that from Catullus^ . -^ 

Ille nil Par eijfe Detu vidtetur 5 >: :. 

Ille, fi fad eft, fuperare Divos— 

he would turn from with feorn^ From, 
lafhing boys he prefumed to laih men J.acdt 
his preface to Bellendenus launched him 
forth as one of the moft daring adve^tu^e^s 
on the ocean of political controverfy : but 
the boldnefs of the attempt is more to be ad- 
;mired than the execution is to be praifed. 
Even the purity of the Latin has been fe- 
verely criticifed ; and' the pompous phrafe- 
plogy in which his ideas are clothed^ an- 
nounces a mind inflated by the opinion of 
its own fuperiority. It attraded the attentioa 
of the public for fome time, rather from its 
fcurrility, than its feverity ; but it has been 
long fmce configned to oblivion ; to the 

« fame 
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lame oblivion to which Dr. P — r^s attacks on 
Mr. Curtis, and Dr. Combe, are rapidly 
haftening. 

* Yet though Dr. P — r's charader has fuf- 
iered from adking a part fo inconfiftent with 
i minifter of peace, it is not deftitute of 
worthy and brilliant qualities. As a Greek 
fcholar he Hands unrivalled ; and thofe who' 
have had tlie pleafure offharing in his con- 
verfation, inuft acknowledge, that he is 
gifted with an eloquence clear and cap- 
tivating ; it is the unhappy fubjeft of po-^ 
Ktics that has cramped his faculties, and 
proved a torpedo to his genius. We regret to 
find a pen that can difcourfe fwect language, 
clothe wifdom in her faireft attire, give mo- 
rality a charm to make inftrtitSion lovely, 
can elevate the humbleft fubjeft,- and adofa 
the fublimeft, proftituted to' the worft of 
fervices, the fervice of a faffion ; we arc 
grieved to behold a man, pure in his own 
morals, the advocate of a profligate crew 
funk in vice and fenfuality; and inftead of 
afpiring by the open road of learning to the 
highefk dignities of the profeffion he has 
Entered into, treading the dark and intricate 

paths 
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paths of party, to attain to the degrading 
ftation of chaplwn of the Whig QuK 



CONCLUSION. 



SUCH are the leading members of tht 
Whig Club ; and in the review of them, it 
muft be confefled that that fociety contains 
men who poffefs as great talents, and as coi^ 
rupt principles ^s ever were known to ele- . 
vate ox debafe the human charadler. What- 
ever are their own private views, they are 
concealed beneath the mafk of patriotifntx 
A patriot, in the original and proper mean- 
ing of the word, is the nobleft title that catl 
be given to man, and includes every virtue 
moral, focial, and civil. But fo entirely is 
the ufe of words changed with the courfe- 
of things, that, ftripped of every idea which 
can*deferve refped, at prefcnt it implies only 
a factious bppofer of the meafures of the 
Court, who pretends a regard to the public 
welfare to gain the confidence of the people, 
and make himfelf of fufficient confequencfe 
I to 
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to be admitted to a ihare of the fjpoil, againft 
which he fo loudly declaims. 

^ To fuch men the extraordinary events of 
the prefent age have given weight and efficacy ; 
nor can we furvey the prefent period, with 
the leaders of oppofition, without calling to 
mind the ftate of England as defcribed by 
the elegant pen of Hume, a few months be- 
fore that fatal civil war which was only ex- 
tinguiihed by the blood of the unfortunate 
-Charles, and the ufurpation of Cromwell. 

^* This was the time," fays that juftly 
cfteemed hiftorian, " when genhis and ca- 
^ pacity of all kinds, freed from the reilraint 
*' of authority, and nourifhed by unbound* 
" ed hopes and projeds, began to exert 
^ themfelves, and to be diftinguifhed by the 
•* public. Then was celebrated the fagacity 
** of Pym, more fitted for ufe than orna* 
"ment; matured, not chilled by his ad- 
** vanced age, and long experience. Then 
** was difplayed the mighty ambition of 
*^ Hampden, taught difguife, not modera- 
^' tion, from former conftraint ; fupported 
"by courage; conducted by prudence, em- 
^' beliifhed by modefty ; but whether found* 

'' ed 
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ed in a love of power or zeal for liberty, 
** is ftill, from his untimely end, left doubt- 
** ful and uncertain. Then too were known 
** the dark, ardent, and dangerous chatafter 
" of St. John ; the impetuous fpirit of Hol- 
*' lis, violent and fmcere ; open and entire 
*' in his enmities and his friendfhips : the en- 
** thufiaftic genius of young Vane, extrava- 
** gant in the ends which he purfued, faga- 
" cious and profound in the means that he 
employed j mifled by the appearances of 
religion, negligent of the duties of mo- 
" rality. 

I " The harangues of members kept alive 

I •* the difcontents againft the King's admini- 

I " ftration. The pulpits, delivered over to 

*' puritanical preachers and lecturers, re- 

*' founded with faction and fanaticifm j the 

prefs, freed from all fear or referve, fwarm- 

ed with produdlions dangerous by their 

*' feditious zeal and^ calumny, more than 

" by any art or eloquence of compofition. 

** Noife, fury, cant, and hypocrify formed 

" the fole rhetoric, which during this tumult 

" of various prejudices and paffions could 

•* be heard or attended to. 

" A new method of framing and difperf- 

ing 
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" ing libels was invented by the leaders of 
" popular difcontent. Petitions to parlia- 
** ment were drawn, craving redrefs againft 
" particular grievances ; and when a fuffi- 
" cient number of fubfcriptions were pro- 
" cured, the petitions were prefented to the 
*^ Commons, and immediately publifhed. 
" The petitions became fecret bonds of 
** aflbciation among the fubfcribers ; and 
** feen\ed to give undoubted ran<5tion and 
** authority to the complaints which they 
" contained." 

The page of hiftory has ever been confi- 
dered as a political mirror refleding the pre- 
fent in the paft* ; nor can any one in the 
perufal of the above extracts avoid recogniz- 

* We arc irrefiftibly tempted to tranfcribc a note 
froAi Hume, fubfequent to the death of Charles the 
Firft. ♦^ What a paradox in human affairs, that Henry 
" the Eighth (houW have been almoft adored in his life- 
•* time, and his memory be refpefted j while Charles 
*^ the Firft (hould, by the ftme people, at no greater 
•< diftance than a century, have been led to a public 
** and ignominious execution, and his name be purfued 
" by falfehood and obloquy !" 

Has not France prefented us with the fame paradox ? 
and who can read this without tracing the parallel be- 
tween the charafter and fate of Louis th« Fourteenth 
and his unfortunate fucceffor Louis the Sixteenth ? 

5 ing 



1/ 



ing the features *and artifices of our modern 
patriots. Thofe celebrated chiefs would 
all gladly have exchanged the barren toili 
of oppofition for the emoluments of office ; 
Mr. St. John woiild have been fatisfied with 
the appointment of .Solicitor General; Mr. 
Pym confented to be Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and Mr. Hampden Tutor to the 
Prince. ^ That fuch an arrangement was not 
permanent, arofe not from the difinterefted 
fpirit of thefe patriots ; ,but from the diffi- 
culty that the King found to fatisfy all, who 
from their activity and authority in parliar 
ment had pretenfions to offices ; and who 
ftill had it in their power to embarrali 
and diftrefs the public meafures. 

It is probably this prudent verfatility of 
Mr. Hampden that has rendered his memory 
a favourite toaft with Mr. Fox at the Whig 
Club ; but though the latter may poflefe the 
affability in converfation ; the temper, art, 
and eloquence in debate; the penetration 
and difcernment in council ; the induftry^ 
vigilance, and enterprife. in adtion of the 
former ; it is in vain that we look for hi$ 
virtue and integrity, in all the duties of pri- 
vate life. "We muft be cautious,'* fays 
/ Hume, 
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Humc^ fpeaking of Hampden, " not h^ftily 
to afcribe to him all the praifes of a good 
citizen ; fince, through ail the horrors of 
civil war, he fought the abolition of mo- 
narchy and fubverfion of the conftitution ; 
an end which, had it been attainable by 
peaceful meafures, ought carefully to have 
been avoided by every lover of his country.", 
Yet Mn Hampden brought no inconfider- 
able ftake into the unhappy ftruggle ; and an 
ample fortune, which .was enjoyed with the 
prudent fimplicity of that age, is a proof that 
he was not urged by private diftrefs to pro- 
mote public anarchy. Does the lituation of 
that man, who aflfeas to hold him forth as 
his example, free him from a fimilar accu- 
fation? The feceffion of Spencer and Wynd- 
ham from modern oppofition, may be com- 
\ pared to that of Falkland and Digby from 
ancient; the Pyms, the Vanes, and the 
HoUi^'s, ftill remain ; and it is our prudence 
that muft guard us fh)m fuffering from their 
ambitious projects the fame evils that our an- 
' ceftors endured from the violent counfels of 
their prototypes. 
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